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INTRODUCTION 

Af te r  almost two decades of i n a c t i v i t y  t h e  f i e l d  of i n - s i tu  c o a l  g a s i f i c a t i o n  
has  experienced a r ecen t  rena issance .  There is a t  least one cu r ren t  i n d u s t r i a l  
p r o j e c t ,  t h a t  of Texas U t i l i t i e s  Generating Co. i n  Texas l i g n i t e .  They are us ing  
t h e  very  ex tens ive  Sovie t  technology t o  develop in-s i tu  c o a l  g a s i f i c a t i o n  t o  produce 
low Btu gas f o r  e l e c t r i c a l  power genera t ion .  Three ERDA-sponsored p r o j e c t s  are i n  
t h e  f i e l d ,  t e s t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  modes of developing permeable pa ths  i n  c o a l  beds. The 
Laramie Energy Research Center i s  developing r e v e r s e  combustion techniques  t o  l i n k  
v e r t i c a l  wel lbores ;  t h e  Lawrence Livermore Laboratory is developing explos ive  
f r a c t u r i n g  t o  c r e a t e  an  underground packed bed; and t h e  Morgantown Energy Research 
Center i s  developing d i r e c t i o n a l  d r i l l i n g  techniques  t o  e s t a b l i s h  l i nk ing .  

Sandia Labora tor ies  are developing advanced ins t rumenta t ion  techniques  f o r  
monitoring in - s i tu  c o a l  g a s i f i c a t i o n  and are coopera t ing  wi th  t h e  Laramie Energy 
Research Center i n  t h e i r  underground c o a l  g a s i f i c a t i o n  experiments near Hanna, 
Wyoming. The Alber ta  Research Council is f i e l d i n g  a p r o j e c t  near  Edmonton, Alber ta .  
Texas A & M Univers i ty  i s  f i e l d i n g  an experiment near  College S t a t i o n ,  The 
Un ive r s i ty  of Texas is  performing ex tens ive  systems s t u d i e s  on c o a l  g a s i f i c a t i o n  
i n  Texas l i g n i t e ,  whi le  o the r  i n - s i tu  c o a l  p r o j e c t s  a r e  underway a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t i e s  
of Wyoming, New Mexico, Alabama, Kentucky, West Vi rg in i a  and t h e  Pennsylvania S t a t e  
Univers i ty .  I n  add i t ion ,  coal pyro lys i s  and k i n e t i c s  s t u d i e s  are being conducted 
a t  t h e  ERDA Nat iona l  Labora tor ies  a t  Oak Ridge and Argonne. 

The reasons  f o r  t h e  ex tens ive  in - s i tu  c o a l  g a s i f i c a t i o n  programs are 
many-fold. Among them are: (1) t h e  promise of r e l a t i v e l y  low-cost energy from 
i n - s i t u  c o a l  g a s i f i c a t i o n ,  a t  least a s  compared t o  o the r  a l t e r n a t e  f u e l s .  
promise of r e l a t i v e l y  low environmental  impact from these in - s i tu  processes .  
The opening up of new c o a l  r e se rves  f o r  development which may be  uneconomic by 
o t h e r  techniques.  (4) The r a t h e r  r ecen t  d i scovery  t h a t  t h e  Russians developed very  
success fu l ly  in-s i tu  c o a l  g a s i f i c a t i o n  techniques  i n  t h e  l a t e  1950 ' s ,  and app l i ed  
them a t  t h e  demonstration o r  p i l o t  p l an t  l e v e l  (up t o  500 tons  of c o a l  consumed pe r  
day) f o r  up t o  20 years .  

(2) The 
(3) 
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underground coa l  g a s i f i c a t i o n  program at t h e  Lawrence Livermore Laboratory.  Our 
p r o j e c t  o b j e c t i v e  is t o  develop a commercial underground c o a l  g a s i f i c a t i o n  process  
by us ing  explos ives  t o  f r a c t u r e  t h e  coa l  i n  p l ace  t o  create s e l e c t i v e l y  enhanced 
permeabi l i ty .  (1) The r e s u l t a n t  permeable c o a l  would be g a s i f i e d  wi th  steam and 
oxygen and t h e  gases  would be upgraded to  p i p e l i n e  q u a l i t y  i n  s u r f a c e  f a c i l i t i e s .  

Our f i r s t  f i e l d  g a s i f i c a t i o n  experiment, c a l l e d  Hoe Creek i l l ,  was conducted 
i n  two phases: 
permeabi l i ty  measurements and has  been repor ted .  ( l a )  It is b r i e f l y  descr ibed  i n  
t h i s  r epor t ,  but t h e  primary purpose of t h i s  paper is t o  desc r ibe  phase 1 2  of t h e  
experiment,  which included d e t a i l e d  ' f r a c t u r i n g  and permeabi l i ty  measurements 
followed by in - s i tu  g a s i f i c a t i o n .  

I n  t h i s  r epor t  we summarize a r ecen t  f i e l d  experiment i n  t h e  ERDA-sponsored 

phase I1 included site c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n ,  f r a c t u r i n g  and pre l iminary  

This work was performed under t h e  auspices  of t h e  U.S. Energy Research and 
Development Agency. 
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Phase 111: S i t e  Charac t e r i za t ion  and F r a c t u r i n g  

One and two-dimensional computer codes,  us ing  compressive shear  f a i l u r e  a s  a 
c r i t e r i o n ,  w e r e  used t o  des ign  a m u l t i p l e  exp los ive  f i e l d  f r a c t u r i n g  tes t ,  Hoe 
Creek 111. Extens ive  c o a l  mechanical p r o p e r t i e s  were input t o  the  codes, which were 
normalized w i t h  l abora to ry  f r a c t u r e  experiments and an  e a r l i e r  f i e l d  test  a t  a c o a l  
outcrop us ing  1301 of explos ives .  (2) 

The exper imenta l  Hoe Creek s i t e  is i n  t h e  Powder River Basin, 25 mi l e s  SW of 
Gil le t te ,  Wyoming, i n  t h e  25' t h i c k  subbituminous F e l i x  1 2  c o a l  a t  a depth  of 125 ' .  
The s t r a t i g r a p h y  of t h e  s i t e  w a s  der ived  from cores ,  d r i l l - c u t t i n g  samples, and 
downhole geophys ica l  l ogs  and i s  shown i n  F ig .  1. Table  1 gives  t h e  chemical 
a n a l y s i s  of t h e  F e l i x  112 coa l .  (3) 
experiment which w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  Hoe Creek on November 5, 1975. 

Experiment 111 w a s  a simple two-spot f r a c t u r i n g  

Table 1. Analys is  o f  coa l  from t h e  F e l i x  No. 2 seam. 

Proximate a n a l y s i s  (%) 
A s  rece ived  Dry b a s i s  

Ultimate a n a l y s i s  (X) 
As rece ived  Dry b a s i s  

Moisture 29.2 - Moisture 29.2 - 
Ash 6.37 9.00 Carbon 47.41 66.96 
V o l a t i l e  31.90 45.06 Hydrogen 3.53 4.99 
Fixed carbon 32.53 45.94 Nitrogen 0 .91  1.28 

100.00 100.00 Chlor ine  0.01 0.02 
Su l fu r  0.62 0.88 

Btu 8156 11522 Ash 6.37 9.00 
Su l fu r  0.62 0.88 Oxygen ( d i f f )  11.95 16.87 

100.00 100.00 

The purpose of t h e  experiment w a s  t o  do a s m a l l  s c a l e  study of explos ive  
f r a c t u r e  and g a s i f i c a t i o n .  
su rv iva l ,  d r i l l i n g  techniques  i n  f r a c t u r e d  c o a l ,  t h e  permeabi l i ty  enhancement 
c rea t ed  by two HE s h o t s ,  gas  flow rates, l i q u i d  plugging, burn over-ride,  e t c .  It 
cons is ted  of two 7501 explos ive  charges  f i r e d  s imul taneous ly  a t  t h e  bottom of the 
c o a l  seam a t  a depth  of  150' .  
t o  enhance t h e  permeabi l i ty  t h e r e  f o r  b e t t e r  l i q u i d  dra inage  and gas  flow. P r io r  
t o  f r a c t u r i n g ,  t h e  s i te geology, hydrology and permeabi l i ty  were c a r e f u l l y  
charac te r ized .  (4) Pos t  f r a c t u r e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of t h e  si te,  i n  l a te  1975, using 
hydrology showed t h a t  t h e  coa l  permeabi l i ty  was s t imu la t ed  from . 3  darcy  preshot 
t o  about 2-4 d a r c i e s  pos t sho t .  (5) 

It was designed t o  provide  informat ion  on w e l l  

The exp los ives  were placed a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  seam 

During 1976 we  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  experiment t o  redetermine t h e  f r a c t u r i n g ,  t ake  
co res ,  remeasure t h e  pe rmeab i l i t y  d i s t r i b u t i o n s ,  dewater t h e  coa l ,  measure a i r  
f lows ,  and, f i n a l l y ,  g a s i f y  t h e  coa l .  

Phase #2:  S i t e  P l an  and Ins t rumenta t ion  

The f i n a l ,  a s -bu i l t ,  w e l l  p a t t e r n  f o r  phase #2 i s  shown i n  Fig. 2. Well 1-0 
was s t e e l  cased t o  t h e  top of the F e l i x  No. 2 s e a m  and communicates d i r e c t l y  with 
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t h e  rubb le - f i l l ed  HE cav i ty  below it. 
t h e  bottom 5' of t h e  c o a l  bed. The HE w e l l  w a s  cemented t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  a f t e r  t h e  
shot .  A l l  of t h e  w e l l s  1-1 through 1-8 w e r e  uncased ins t rument  w e l l s .  They 
contained thermocouples and tubes  fo r  water level measurements and gas  sampling, 

Well P-1 w a s  steel cased and cemented wi th in  

The dewatering w e l l s  DW-1 t h ru  DW-6 were steel cased t o  t h e  top  of t h e  c o a l ,  
screened th ru  t h e  c o a l  and had a steel pump s e c t i o n  below t h e  coa l .  These w e l l s  
each contained a 25 gpm capac i ty  water pump i n  t h e  sump sec t ion .  
hydrology tests ind ica t ed  t h a t  c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  w e l l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  r equ i r ed  t o  
dewater t h i s  very  non-homogeneous zone would b e  very  d i f f i c u l t .  
decided t o  surround the  a n t i c i p a t e d  burn zone wi th  dewatering pumps. The p o s i t i o n s  
of DW-1 and DW-6 were chosen t o  g ive  two d i f f e r e n t  r a d i a l  d i s t a n c e s  from a sho t  
cen te r  f o r  permeabi l i ty  measurements. 

The p re l imina ry  

Therefore ,  we 

I n s t a l l i n g  t h e  instrument packages i n  uncased ho le s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  sho t  p o i n t s  
w a s  accomplished success fu l ly  bu t  not without some d i f f i c u l t y .  Once t h e  d r i l l  
reached t h e  bottom t h i r d  of t h e  Fe l ix  No. 2 seam, wa l l  c o l l a p s e  became a s e r i o u s  
problem. A l l  d r i l l i n g  w a s  done wi th  air  and foam t o  prevent c logging  of t h e  
f r a c t u r e d  coa l  bu t  t h i s  provided no s t a b i l i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  ho le  w a l l s  i n  t h e  h igh ly  
f r a c t u r e d  coa l .  
i n t o  t h e  ho le  as t h e  instrument package w a s  be ing  lowered. 

Most of t h e  ins t rument  emplacements w e r e  done by f lowing  water 

No unusual problems were encountered dur ing  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  dewatering 
w e l l s ,  al though the  d r i l l e r  d id  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  major zone of water product ion  
wi th in  t h e  Fe l ix  No. 2 s e a m  w a s  i n  t h e  top  few f e e t  f o r  a l l  t h e  w e l l s  d r i l l e d .  

This program is  descr ibed  i n  more d e t a i l  i n  r e fe rence  6. 

I n  t h e  des ign  of t h e  ins t rumenta t ion  f o r  t h i s  experiment, w e  dec ided  t o  con- 
c e n t r a t e  on t h r e e  major measurement requirements.  They were; a i r  and g a s  flow 
rates, product gas composition and g a s i f i c a t i o n  zone temperature d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

The air  and gas  flow rates were measured w i t h  s tandard  o r i f i c e  p l a t e s  u s ing  
remote readout p re s su re  t ransducers  and thermocouples f o r  t h e  P ,  AP, and T 
measurements. These da t a ,  as w e r e  a l l  o the r s ,  were recorded on s t r i p  c h a r t s  i n  
p a r a l l e l  wi th  a d a t a  logger  t h a t  recorded d i g i t a l l y  on magnetic tape .  

The o r i f i c e  flow meters were rugged and survived f lood ing  wi th  water, t a r s ,  
and c o a l  f i n e s .  Maintenance w a s  inconvenient and messy bu t  i t  w a s  poss ib l e .  

The product gas  composition was measured wi th  two on- l ine  gas  chromatographs 
t h a t  sampled au tomat ica l ly  a t  hourly o r  s h o r t e r  i n t e r v a l s  throughout t h e  experiment.  
The ope ra t ion  was q u i t e  success fu l  wi th  no major problems. 

Two of t h e  ins t rumenta t ion  w e l l s ,  1-1 and 1-2 w e r e  cons t ruc ted  du r ing  t h e  
f i r s t  phase of t h e  experiment. These w e l l s  contained t h r e e  thermocouples each w i t h  
one a t  t h e  top, cen te r  and bottom of t h e  coa l  s e a m .  The o the r  ins t rument  w e l l s ,  
1-3 through 1-8, each contained seven thermocouples d i s t r i b u t e d  as shown i n  Fig.  3. 

Each instrument w e l l  a l s o  contained a s t a i n l e s s  steel tube  used f o r  water 

Severa l  of these  plugged wi th  c o a l  f i n e s  bu t  enough w e r e  
l e v e l  measurement. This  was  accomplished by bubl ing  air through and measuring t h e  
h y d r o s t a t i c  pressure .  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  complete t h e  hydrology measurement program. During t h e  
g a s i f i c a t i o n  period the  bubbler tubes were used as gas  p re s su re  i n d i c a t o r s  and t o  
e x t r a c t  gas  samples from t h e  burn zone. 
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Three w e l l s ,  CB-1, CB-2, and CB-3, had a s t a i n l e s s  steel tube sea l ed  i n  p lace  
f o r  use wi th  a movable thermocouple. Only w e l l  CB-2 ever showed a s u b s t a n t i a l  
t empera ture  r ise and t h a t  on ly  near t h e  end of t h e  g a s i f i c a t i o n  per iod .  

The f ixed  thermocouples were 1f8"  diameter s t a i n l e s s  s teel  sheathed 
chromel-alumel. They were enclosed i n  a s t a i n l e s s  s teel  housing t o  provide 
mechanical p r o t e c t i o n .  The thermocouples a l l  opera ted  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  u n t i l  t h e  
burn f ron t  a c t u a l l y  reached  t h e  wel l .  Most of t h e  thermocouples t h a t  w e r e  exposed 
to  high temperatures (approximately 1000°C) even tua l ly  burned out .  The f a i l u r e  
i n d i c a t i o n  w a s  a change i n  r e s i s t a n c e  as they  shor ted  ou t  and formed new junc t ion  
p o i n t s .  The time of f a i l u r e  w a s  determined by in spec t ion  of t h e  temperature 
r eco rds  f o r  erratic behavior  o r ,  i n  most ca ses ,  when a l l  thermocouples i n  a w e l l  
i n d i c a t e  t h e  same temperature.  

Coring and Hydrologic Tes t ing  

Examination of c o r e s  taken a f t e r  t h e  b l a s t  showed moderate t o  heavy f r ac tu r ing  
i n  t h e  upper few f e e t  of t h e  c o a l  bed, then  a lesser f r ac tu red  zone i n  t h e  middle, 
and a h ighly  pu lve r i zed  zone a t  t h e  bottom 5-10' of t h e  c o a l  bed. Core from t h e  
ho le s  between t h e  t w o  exp los ive  charges showed t h e  most f r a c t u r i n g  whi le  core  from 
t h e  ho le s  f a r t h e s t  o u t  t h e  l e a s t .  Correspondence of t h e  degree of f r a c t u r i n g  wi th  
one  and two d imens iona l  explos ive  code c a l c u l a t i o n s  i s  bu i ld ing  confidence i n  our 
a b i l i t y  t o  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  ex ten t  of f r a c t u r i n g .  However, a review of flow behavior 
p r e  and pos t  exp los ion  l ed  t o  t h e  conclus ion  t h a t  Permeabi l i ty  i s  not  a simple 
func t ion  of t h e  deg ree  of f r ac tu r ing .  

We found, i n  gene ra l ,  t h a t  pos tshot  w e l l s  completed i n  t h e  lower p a r t  of t he  
c o a l  bed showed t h a t  t h e  c o a l  i n  these  r eg ions  w a s  of lower permeabi l i ty  than 
preshot .  
water  than a preshot  w e l l ,  u n t i l  ex tens ive  c l ean ing  ope ra t ions  f i n a l l y  opened up a 
connection from i t  t o  w e l l  1-5. (6,8) 

Well P-1, when i n i t i a l l y  completed, produced an order  of magnitude less 

Analysis of t h e  drawdown measurements (9)  shows t h r e e  major reg ions  of 
permeabi l i ty ;  a n a t i v e  r eg ion  of 0.3 darcy  permeabi l i ty  a t  r a d i a l  d i s t a n c e s  g rea t e r  
than  50 f e e t ,  a high (10-20 darcy)  inne r  co re  reg ion  wi th in  10 f e e t  of t he  HE we l l s  
and a n  in t e rmed ia t e  enhanced reg ion  (1 /2 t o  3 darcy) .  These va lues  of permeabi l i ty  
r ep resen t s  averages  ove r  t h e  c o a l  th ickness .  

Slug and pu l se  test showed similar p a t t e r n s  but  a l s o  ind ica t ed  a cons iderable  
deg ree  of he t e rogene i ty  i n  t h e s e  th ree  reg ions .  

Our i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  hydrology and cor ing  d a t a  is t h e  following. 
f r a c t u r i n g  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  explos ive  charges enhanced t h e  average permeabi l i ty  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  charges ,  when t h e  seamed is  viewed i n  a two dimensional 
a r e a l  perspec t ive .  However, when viewed i n  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  i t  appears  t h a t  a t  c e r t a i n  
v e r t i c a l  l o c a t i o n s  nea r  t h e  explos ive  charges ,  t h e  permeabi l i ty  i s  below preshot  
levels. This  is be l i eved  t o  be a r e s u l t  of plugging by c o a l  f i n e s  produced by the  
i n t e n s e  c lose - in  f r a c t u r i n g .  Consequently a l though t h e  explos ives  were emplaced 
a t  t h e  bottom of the c o a l  bed, much of t h e  permeabi l i ty  enhancement apparent ly  
tended t o  be  nea r  t h e  top  of t h e  seam. 

The 
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Dewatering 

Dewatering r a t e s  were i n  good agreement with es t imates .  (10) Af t e r  a few 
hours of higher flow r a t e s  a r e l a t i v e l y  cons tan t  r a t e  of water withdrawal of 
approximately 10 gpm was observed. 
s u r i z a t i o n  during air flow t e s t s  cu t  t h e  r a t e  t o  near  zero. 

This withdraw1 r a t e  was maintained u n t i l  pres- 

Figure 4 shows the  a c t u a l  water l e v e l s  observed a t  va r ious  observa t ion  po in t s  
i n  t h e  f r ac tu red  coa l .  Water l e v e l s  i nd ica t ed  a t  t h e  right-hand s i d e  of t he  f i g u r e  
were measured 3-5 days a f t e r  start of dewatering. 
were pumped below t h e  coa l  seam bottom. 
f e e t  e a s t  of t he  HE we l l s  and EM-1, 2,  and 3 were 100 f e e t  e a s t .  

Wells DW-1 through 6 and P-1 
Wells EM-4 and EM-5 were approximately 50 

The l o c a l  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  permeabi l i ty  a r e  ev ident  from t h i s  f i g u r e .  The water 
l e v e l  i n  1-5, 1-7, and t h e  HE wel l  dropped t o  wi th in  a few f e e t  of t h e  bottom wi th in  
one hour while t he  l e v e l  i n  &OW, which is only a few f e e t  away from P-1, remained 
w e l l  above the  top of t h e  coa l .  

A i r  Flow Tests 

A i r  flow tests were begun by i n j e c t i n g  air  i n t o  wel l  1-0 a t  about 15 ps ig .  
The p res su re  was gradual ly  r a i s e d  t o  60 ps ig  and t h e  flow allowed t o  s t a b i l i z e .  
No leakage  t o  the  su r face  was observed but p re s su res  of up t o  40 ps ig  were observed 
i n  we l l s  100 f e e t  away. A i r  l o s s e s  t o  t he  underground system were approximately 
40% f o r  t h i s  mode of opera t ion .  

The 1-0 w e l l  was d r i l l e d  and cased t o  t h e  top of t h e  coa l  seam. The rubble  
f i l l e d  explosion cav i ty  extends completely through t h e  coa l .  Thus, w i th  t h e  cav i ty  
dewatered, i n j e c t i n g  air i n t o  1-0 pu t s  high p res su re  on t h e  e n t i r e  c a v i t y  lead ing  
t o  many poss ib le  pa ths  f o r  leakage to  t h e  surroundings.  
sugges ts  t h a t  good communication paths e x i s t  from t h e  1-0 w e l l  t o  DW-6, DW-1 and 
presumably t o  t h e  environmental we l l s  EM-1 through 6. 

The hydrology da ta  

Reversing the  a i r  flow and i n j e c t i n g  i n  wel l  P-1 put h igh  p res su re  a t  t h e  
bottom of the  seam. This reduced t h e  p re s su re  i n  t h e  1-0 wel l  and a l s o  reduced t h e  
a i r  l o s ses .  About 95% of the  in j ec t ed  a i r  was recovered i n  t h i s  mode of opera t ion .  

Because of t h e  l a r g e  air loss found when i n j e c t i n g  i n  1-0 w e  decided t o  
r e v e r s e  our o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  and g a s i f y  from w e l l  P-1 t o  we l l  1-0. 

Two SF6 t r a c e r  runs were made, one f o r  each flow d i r e c t i o n .  
q u i t e  successfu l  and implied an a c c e s s i b l e  void volume of about 600 f t  . The e tests were 4 

GASIFICATION 

I g n i t i o n  

E l e c t r i c a l  r e s i s t a n c e  hea t ing  (1 Kw) was used t o  i g n i t e  t he  coa l .  Two 
e l e c t r i c  barbeque charcoa l  l i g h t e r s  were s t rapped  toge ther  and lowered down t h e  P-1 
wel l  along wi th  a thermocouple. Severa l  bags of charcoa l  b r i q u e t s  were dumped down 
t h e  w e l l  u n t i l  t he  l i g h t e r s  w e r e  covered. Once a l l  va lves  were p rope r ly  set and 
t h e  a i r  flow turned on, t h e  charcoa l  i g n i t e d  i n  a few minutes,  a s  i nd ica t ed  by t h e  
thermocouple. I g n i t i o n  took p l ace  a t  16:30 on Oct. 15, 1976 (Ju l ian  day 289.7).  
The i n j e c t i o n  and product ion  flow r a t e s  a r e  shown i n  Fig.  5 f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  
experiment. 
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Gas i f i ca t ion  His tory  

A s  mentioned p rev ious ly  a good comunica t ion  pa th  w a s  e s t ab l i shed  through t h e  
bottom pa r t  of t h e  c o a l  seam between w e l l  P-1 and w e l l  1-5, i n  t h e  cen te r  of t h e  
zone as shown i n  Fig. 2. We expected t h a t  t he  burn would progress  a long  t h i s  pa th  
and then  t r a v e l  upward and go a long  t h e  top  of t h e  seam t o  w e l l  1-0. 
seemed t o  be t h e  case.  
dropped from 130 scfm t o  100 scfm dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  two hours a f t e r  i g n i t i o n ,  and 
then the  f low rose s t e a d i l y  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t he  day. Thermocouples i n  two of t he  
w e l l s ,  1-7 and 1-5 responded wi th in  a hour of i gn i t i on .  Temperature of about 100°C 
were recorded a t  t h e  142 f o o t  l e v e l ,  two-thirds of t h e  way i n t o  t h e  coa l  seam a t  
both  wel l s .  This  s i t u a t i o n  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  F ig .  6 .  H e r e ,  t h e  thermocouple w e l l s  
and i n j e c t i o n  and product ion  w e l l s  are shown i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  wi th  the  
top  of t he  coa l  seam ind ica t ed  by a t i c  mark t o  the  l e f t  of t h e  v e r t i c a l  s c a l e .  
(The v e r t i c a l  d i s t a n c e  s c a l e  f a c t o r  i s  t w i c e  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  scale f a c t o r . )  
I n j e c t i o n  and product ion  flows are ind ica t ed  by arrows where t h e  l eng th  of t he  
arrow is p ropor t iona l  t o  t h e  flow r a t e .  

On t h e  second day of g a s i f i c a t i o n  (day 290) tempera tures  began t o  r i s e  i n  

The 

A t  f i r s t  t h i s  
Operating wi th  an inpu t  p re s su re  of about 60 ps ig ,  t he  flow 

w e l l s  1-1, 1-6, 1-8, and DW-4 as shown i n  F ig .  7. A t  about  290.6 t h e  output  flow 
increased  sha rp ly  t o  1300 scfm and a l a r g e  quan t i ty  of water was  produced. 
i n j e c t i o n  p res su re  w a s  lowered s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o  con t ro l  t h e  flow. Af t e r  a few 
hours  of con t ro l l ed  product ion  t h e  flow increased  suddenly t o  over 2400 scfm 
accompanied by t h e  emiss ion  of coa l  f i n e s  mixed w i t h  tar. A l l  of t h e  p re s su re  and 
gas  sampling lines w e r e  qu ick ly  plugged as w e l l  as t h e  product ion  f low meter 
o r i f i c e  p l a t e .  The bypass l i n e  around t h e  flow meter s e c t i o n  w a s  opened t o  shunt 
t h e  gas  flow whi le  r e p a i r s  w e r e  be ing  made. 
F ig .  8 c l e a r l y  shows t h e  ove r r ide  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

The temperature d i s t r i b u t i o n  g iven  i n  

The hea t ing  v a l u e  of t h e  produced gas  is shown i n  Fig.  9 .  The s teady  
The temperature d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  days  fo l lowing  t h e  breakthrough is  evident .  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  on day 291.7 and 292.9 a r e  shown i n  F igs .  10 and 11. The inc rease  i n  
temperature nea r  t h e  top  of t h e  s e a m  i n  w e l l s  1-4, 1-6, and 1-7 is i n d i c a t i v e  of 
t h e  c r e a t i o n  of an o v e r r i d e  pa th  along t h e  top of t h e  c o a l  seam. The d i s t r i b u t i o n  
on day 294.9, Fig.  12 shows t h a t  although t h e  burn i s  predominently near  t h e  top 
of the coa l ,  t h e r e  i s  some i n d i c a t i o n  of burning i n  t h e  bottom ha l f  of t h e  seam 
espec ia l ly  a t  1-1. 

A high flow tes t  w a s  run  on day 295.5 - see Fig .  5 .  However, as can be seen 
i n  Fig.  9 the h e a t i n g  v a l u e  d id  no t  change apprec iab ly  except f o r  a temporary d i p  
a t  t h e  end of the test. No major changes i n  tempera ture  were noted dur ing  t h i s  
test. 

During t h e  h igh  f low test  we  t r i e d  a per iod  o f  water i n j e c t i o n  i n t o  t h e  input  
w e l l ,  P-1. From 1 t o  2 gpm of water w a s  i n j e c t e d  which is almost equal  to the  
n a t u r a l  i n f lux .  No measurable e f f e c t  on any parameter w a s  found. This  is f u r t h e r  
evidence t h a t  the burn  was nea r  t h e  top of t h e  coa l  a t  t h i s  time. 

By day 297, t h e  burn  f r o n t  w a s  c l o s e  enough t o  t h e  product ion  w e l l ,  1-0 so 
t h a t  the  output  gas  tempera ture  had reached 400°C and was s t i l l  climbing. A small  
l e a k  had developed i n  t h e  g rou t  seal around t h e  w e l l  ca s ing  and t h e  va lve  gaske ts  
were being s e r i o u s l y  overhea ted .  An a t tempt  w a s  made t o  cool t h e  gas  by f looding  
w e l l s  DW-1 and DW-6. Although a s l i g h t  dec rease  i n  w e l l  head temperature was noted, 
t h e  main e f f e c t  was t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  production flow rate  and t o  increase t h e  hea t ing  
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va lue  of t h e  gas  t o  150 Btu /cuf t .  
so t h e  attempt was stopped and t h e  pumps turned back on. 

This  caused t h e  f l a r e  s t a c k  tempera ture  t o  climb 

Reducing the  flow rate by c u t t i n g  t h e  inpu t  p re s su re  helped t o  reduce  t h e  
output  temperature bu t  i t  a l s o  caused a s e r i o u s  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  hea t ing  va lue  
of t h e  gas.  Raising t h e  p re s su re  d id  no t  r e s t o r e  t h e  hea t ing  va lue  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
po in t  and t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  continued. The compressor w a s  shu t  down and t h e  
g a s i f i c a t i o n  experiment terminated on  day 300. F igure  1 3  shows t h e  temperature 
d i s t r i b u t i o n s  at t h i s  t i m e .  

G a s i f i c a t i o n  Resu l t s  

Gas i f i ca t ion  proceeded f o r  11 days. During t h i s  t i m e  approximately 10 MMSCF 
of a i r  were in j ec t ed  and 19 MMSCF (13.2 MMSCF dry) of gas  were produced. I n i t i a l  
a i r  i n j e c t i o n  p res su re  w a s  approximately 70 p s i a  which f e l l  r a p i d l y  on t h e  second 
day of ope ra t ion  t o  a va lue  of 25-30 ps i a .  Production p res su res  were gene ra l ly  
about 5 p s i  lower. 
r ap id  inc rease  i n  flow conductance of t h e  formation. 

The r ap id  decrease  i n  i n j e c t i o n  p res su re  w a s  a r e s u l t  of the 

The r ap id  change i n  conductance dur ing  t h e  i n i t i a l  po r t ion  of t h e  g a s i f i c a t i o n  
i s  shown i n  F ig .  14. J u s t  a f t e r  i g n i t i o n  t h e  relative conductance f e l l  r a p i d l y  and 
then  recovered t o  approximately 70% of its p r e g a s i f i c a t i o n  l e v e l  and maintained t h i s  
l e v e l  f o r  approximately 1 / 2  a day. A t  t h i s  po in t  t h e  rap id  rise occurred and dur ing  
t h e  course  of most of t h e  g a s i f i c a t i o n  t h e  conductance w a s  50 t o  100 t imes i t s  
pregas i f  i c a t i o n  value.  

Gas l o s e s  dur ing  t h e  g a s i f i c a t i o n  w e r e  only s i g n i f i c a n t  dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  h igh  
p res su re  opera t ions .  F igure  15 shows t h e  i n t e g r a t e d  gas recovery (based on a 
n i t rogen  balance) as a func t ion  of t i m e .  It shows a n  u l t i m a t e  recovery of 93% of 
t h e  i n j e c t e d  n i t rogen .  

The dry gas  composition, a s  measured by gas  chromatograph, f o r  t h e  primary 
. gas  components a r e  shown as a func t ion  of t ime i n  Figs.  1 6  and 17. A h igher  

percentage  of py ro lys i s  gases  were appa ren t ly  p re sen t  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  two days of 
t h e  test r e s u l t i n g  i n  a h igher  methane concent ra t ion .  
of t h e  tests gas  composition was r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e .  This  w a s  followed by a marked 
d e c l i n e  i n  CO, H2. and CH4 l e v e l s  occur r ing  near  t h e  end of t h e  test a s  t h e  
ox ida t ion  zone approached t h e  exhaust w e l l .  No in f luence  on composition can  be  seen 
as a r e s u l t  of t h e  high flow tes t .  However, a d e f i n i t e  change i n  t h e  composition 
is ind ica t ed  dur ing  and a f t e r  t h e  i n j e c t i o n  of t h e  w a t e r  s lug .  This c o n s i s t s  of a 
rap id  rise i n  hydrogen concent ra t ion  followed by a r ap id  d e c l i n e  i n  H2, CO, and CH 

Considerable q u a n t i t i e s  of water were produced from t h e  area i n  the form and 

During t h e  c e n t r a l  po r t ion  

4' 

l i q u i d  and gas dur ing  t h e  g a s i f i c a t i o n  tes t .  
l oca t ed  i n  t h e  DW w e l l s .  Steam w a s  produced from t h e  g a s i f i c a t i o n  product ion  w e l l .  
The steam accounted f o r  30% of t h e  t o t a l  produced gas  volume (see F ig .  1 8 ) .  

Liquid water w a s  produced by pumps 

The burn geometry as deduced from t h e  thermocouple d a t a  and c o a l  consumption 
e s t ima tes  i s  shown i n  F ig .  19a (p lan  view) and Fig .  19b ( e l eva t ion  view). The burn 
s t a r t e d  a t  the  bottom of w e l l  P-1 and was progress ing  h o r i z o n t a l l y  towards w e l l  1-5 
and a l s o  v e r t i c a l l y  toward t h e  top  of t h e  seam. 
mostly along t h e  top of t h e  seam bu t  a l s o  continued a long  t h e  c e n t r a l  l i n e  a t  
lower e l eva t ion  i n  t h e  coa l .  

Af t e r  t h e  blow-out t h e  burn went 
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The t o t a l  energy recovery i n  t h e  form of combustible gas  w a s  65% of t h a t  
a v a i l a b l e  from the  est imated 128 tons  of consumed coa l .  
is shown i n  Fig.  20. Note t h a t  i f  t h e  combustion energy est imated t o  B e  p re sen t  
i n  t h e  produced t a r s  is included as useab le  energy t h e  t o t a l  u s e f u l  energy recovery 
becomes approximately 73%. The underground l o s s e s  of hea t  energy were q u i t e  small. 
The l a r g e s t  energy loss from t h e  system w a s  due t o  t h e  product ion of a considerable  
amount of steam. 

The t o t a l  energy balance 

Conclusions - A .  Explosive F rac tu r ing  

Hoe Creek experiment No. 1 i s  probably one of t h e  most thoroughly diagnosed 
f r a c t u r e  experiments eve r  performed by our  l abora to ry .  
agreement between experiment and our  one and two dimensional codes SOC and TENSOR 
is q u i t e  good i n  p r e d i c t i n g  t h e  deg ree  of f r a c t u r e .  There a r e  s t i l l  some d e t a i l s  
t h a t  a r e  no t  c l e a r .  
s c a l e  asymetries a s  a f u n c t i o n  of azimuth from t h e  s h o t  p o i n t s  a r e  hard t o  
understand i n  what appea r s  t o  be a very homogeneous c o a l  seam. 

We f e e l  t h a t  t h e  gene ra l  

The l aye red  appearance of t h e  f r a c t u r i n g  and t h e  r a t h e r  l a r g e  

Our knowledge of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of degree of f r a c t u r e  t o  permeabi l i ty  i s  
much less s a t i s f a c t o r y .  In f a c t ,  comparing t h e  r e s u l t s  from t h e  Kemmerer and Hoe 
Creek experiments,  i t  i s  obvious t h a t  t o t a l  f a i l u r e  s t r a i n ,  (shear p lus  t e n s i l e ) ,  
is n o t  a r e l i a b l e  p r e d i c t o r  of permeabi l i ty .  We are looking i n t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  t e n s i l e  f a i l u r e  (11) may be more d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  permeabi l i ty .  

The r e s u l t s  from t h e  Hoe Creek experiment i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s p h e r i c a l  HE sho t s  
placed a t  t h e  bottom o f  t h e  c o a l  seam w i l l  no t  produce a permeabi l i ty  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
t h a t  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  g a s i f i c a t i o n .  
a r e  under c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  f u t u r e  experiments.  (12) 

Other geometries and types of  exp los ive  f r a c t u r e  

Conclusions - B. Gas i f i ca t ion  

Forward combustion g a s i f i c a t i o n  was achieved without  any problem of plugging 
of t h e  formation. Af t e r  two days of ope ra t ion ,  f low conduc t iv i ty  was a n  order  of 
magnitude above p re -gas i f i ca t ion  l e v e l s .  However, even be fo re  t h i s  s h o r t  c i r c u i t  
cond i t ion  was  reached, plugging d i d  n o t  seem t o  be  s e r i o u s .  

I n j e c t i n g  a i r  a t  w e l l  1-0 r e s u l t e d  i n  unacceptably high l o s s e s .  
t h e  flow d i r e c t i o n  f o r  g a s i f i c a t i o n  so t h a t  w e l l  1-0 w a s  kept  a s  c l o s e  t o  
atmospheric p re s su re  as p o s s i b l e  reduced t h e  o v e r a l l  loss r a t e  t o  7%. 

Reversing 

The s h o r t  c i r c u i t i n g  of t h e  f low which occurred a f t e r  28 hours of g a s i f i c a t i o n ,  
l imi t ed  t h e  t o t a l  volume of c o a l  g a s i f i e d .  

The gas  composition, gas  hea t ing  v a l u e  and oxygen u t i l i z a t i o n  w e r e  a l l  f a i r l y  
constant  during t h e  cour se  of t h e  burn. Marked change occurred only a t  t h e  end of 
t h e  experiment. 
r a t e .  

G a s  composition was no t  inf luenced by doubling t h e  a i r  i n j e c t i o n  

The t o t a l  water i n f l u x  i n t o  the  g a s i f i c a t i o n  r eg ion  was about 65% of t h e  
p re -gas i f i ca t ion  l e v e l .  About 30% of t h i s  amount entered t h e  h o t  zone. However, 
t h i s  water i n f l u x  d id  no t  appear t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  product gas  composition, 
i nd ica t ing  t h a t  it mixed wi th  t h e  hot gas a f t e r  t h e  r e a c t i o n s  were completed. 
However, t h e  i n f l u x  of water i n t o  t h e  system may have l i m i t e d  the amount of c o a l  
recovered by l i m i t i n g  t h e  l a t e r a l  'spreading of t h e  burn zone. 
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Energy recovery i n  the  form of produced products  amounted t o  75% of t h e  energy 
There were  essentially no losses t o  the subsurface formation. i n  the consumed coal. 

The g r e a t e s t  energy loss took the form of  the product ion  of steam. 

“Reference to a company or product 
name does not imply approval or 
recommendation of the product by 
the University of California or the U.S. 
Energy Research & Development 
Administration to the exclusion of 
others that may be suitable.” 

NOTICE 
‘‘This report was prepared as an account o f  work 
sponsored by the United States Government. 
Neither the United States nor the United States 
Energy Research & Development Administration, 
nor any of their employeer, nor any o f  their 
contractors, subcontractors, or their employees, 
makes any warranty, expresr or implied, or 
BISUmeS m y  legal liability or responsibility for the 
accuracy, completeness or usefulness o f  any 
information, apparatus, product or process 
disclosed, or represents that its use would not 
infringe privately-owned rights:’ 
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Fig. 5 In j ec t ion  and production flow r a t e s  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  g a s i f i c a t i o n  experiment. 
The production flow w a s  ca l cu la t ed  from a n i t rogen  balance f o r  t h e  per iod  
291.4-292.2 when t h e  production flow meter was  bypassed. 
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Fig. 6 Temperature p r o f i l e s  i n  t h e  instrument we l l s  on day 289.74. The wel l s  a r e  
shown i n  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  coa l  seam. The v e r t i c a l  d i s t a n c e  s c a l e  
f a c t o r  i s  twice  t h e  ho r i zon ta l  s c a l e  f a c t o r .  
i n j e c t i o n  and production po in t s  a r e  p ropor t iona l  t o  t h e  flow r a t e s .  

The l eng th  of t h e  arrows marking 
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Fig. 7 Temperature p r o f i l e s  i n  t h e  instrument we l l s  on day 290.60. 
shown i n  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  coa l  seam. 
f ac to r  i s  tw ice  t h e  ho r i zon ta l  s c a l e  f a c t o r .  
i n j e c t i o n  and product ion  po in t s  a r e  p ropor t iona l  t o  t h e  flow r a t e s .  

The we l l s  a r e  
The v e r t i c a l  d i s t ance  s c a l e  

The l eng th  of t h e  arrows marking 

Fig.  8 Temperature p r o f i l e s  i n  t h e  instrument we l l s  on day 291.2. The wel l s  a r e  
shown i n  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  coa l  seam. 
f a c t o r  is  twice  t h e  ho r i zon ta l  s c a l e  f a c t o r .  The l eng th  of t h e  arrows marking 
i n j e c t i o n  and product ion  po in t s  a r e  p ropor t iona l  t o  t h e  flow r a t e s .  

The v e r t i c a l  d i s t ance  s c a l e  
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Fig. 9 Dry gas hea t ing  va lue  during g a s i f i c a t i o n .  
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Fig.  1 0  Temperature p r o f i l e s  i n  t h e  instrument wel l s  on day 291.70. The we l l s  are 
shown i n  r e l a t i v e  pos i t i ons  i n  t h e  coa l  seam. The v e r t i c a l  d i s t a n c e  s c a l e  
f a c t o r  i s  twice  t h e  ho r i zon ta l  s c a l e  f a c t o r .  The l eng th  of t h e  arp~ows marking 
i n j e c t i o n  and production po in t s  a r e  p ropor t iona l  t o  t h e  flow r a t e s .  
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Fig .  11 Temperature p r o f i l e s  i n  t h e  instrument w e l l s  on day 292.94. The w e l l s  a r e  
shown i n  r e l a t i v e  pos i t i ons  i n  t h e  coa l  seam. The v e r t i c a l  d i s t ance  s c a l e  
f a c t o r  is  twice  t h e  ho r i zon ta l  s c a l e  f a c t o r .  
i n j e c t i o n  and product ion  po in t s  a r e  p ropor t iona l  t o  t h e  flow r a t e s .  

The l eng th  of t h e  arrows marking 

E ‘c u 

Fig. 1 2  Temperature p r o f i l e s  i n  t h e  instrument we l l s  on day 294.94. The we l l s  a r e  
The v e r t i c a l  d i s t ance  s c a l e  shown i n  r e l a t i v e  pos i t i ons  i n  t h e  coa l  seam. 

f a c t o r  i s  twice  t h e  ho r i zon ta l  s c a l e  f a c t o r .  The l eng th  of t h e  arrows marking 
i n j e c t i o n  and. product ion  po in t s  are p ropor t iona l  t o  t h e  flow r a t e s .  
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Fig. 13  Temperature p r o f i l e s  i n  t h e  instrument we l l s  on day 300.26. The wel l s  are 
shown i n  r e l a t i v e  pos i t i ons  i n  t h e  coa l  seam. The v e r t i c a l  d i s t ance  s c a l e  
f a c t o r  i s  twice  t h e  ho r i zon ta l  s c a l e  f a c t o r .  The l eng th  of t h e  arrows marking 
i n j e c t i o n  and production po in t s  a r e  p ropor t iona l  t o  t h e  flow r a t e s .  
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Fig. 14 Rela t ive  formation conductance between i n j e c t i o n  and production w e l l .  
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FIELD HYDROLOGICAL TESTS OF EXPLOSIVELY FRACTURED COAL* 

D. F. Snoeberger 

Lawrence Livermore Laboratory,  Univers i ty  of C a l i f o r n i a  
Livermore, C a l i f o r n i a  94550 

INTRODUCTION 

Hydrologic t e s t s  were made i n  the  explos ive ly  f r a c t u r e d  F e l i x  No. 2 coal  seam 
on p a r t  of  t h e  Lawrence Livermore Laboratory i n - s i t u  c o a l  g a s i f i c a t i o n  experiment 
a t  the  Hoe Creek s i t e  24 km SW o f  G i l l e t t e ,  Wy. (1) The purposes were t o  eva lua te  
w e l l s  and regions t o  be g a s i f i e d  and to  ga in  informat ion  f o r  improvement o f  explo- 
s i v e  e f f e c t s  p r e d i c t i o n s .  

In t h i s  paper r e l a t e d  p r i o r  work i s  summarized and prel iminary i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
of  t h e  pos t - f rac tur ing  hydro logica l  tests a r e  given.  

REVIEW OF PRIOR FIELD WORK 

Hydrogeology (2 ,3)  

The subbituminous F e l i x  c o a l  occurs  w i t h i n  t h e  Eocene Wasatch Formation and 
a t  the  experimental  s i t e  c o n s i s t s  of two near ly  h o r i z o n t a l  seams, F e l i x  No. 1 and 
F e l i x  No. 2 i n  descending order .  They a r e  of n e a r l y  c o n s t a n t  t h i c k n e s s ,  3 m and 
7.6 m r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  and s e p a r a t e d  by approximately 5 m o f  s i l t s t o n e - c l a y s t o n e  u n i t .  
The Fe l ix  No. 2 is  u n d e r l a i n  by at l e a s t  3 m of a c lays tone-sha le  u n i t .  A t y p i c a l  
l i t h o l o g i c  sequence of near-surface strata i s  shown i n  F ig .  1. 

The water t a b l e  i s  approximately 23  m above t h e  t o p  of  t h e  F e l i x  No. 2 c o a l  
which can be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as a leaky a n i s o t r o p i c  a q u i f e r .  Its average h o r i z o n t a l  
f r a c t u r e  permeabi l i ty  i s  0.3 darcy.  Its a x i s  of  maximum permeabi l i ty  (0.4 darcy) 
t rends  N59'E corresponding approximately t o  t h e  average bear ing,  N70°E, of the most 
prominent s e t  of v e r t i c a l  f r a c t u r e s  ( f a c e  c l e a t ) .  Table  1 l ists  these  and o ther  
results f o r  t h e  c o a l  and a s s o c i a t e d  s t r a t a .  Surface l o c a t i o n s  of test w e l l s  are 
shown i n  Fig.  2 .  

Explosive F r a c t u r i n g  and Permeabi l i ty  (4) 

Two charges,  each of 340 k g  of explos ive ,  were f i r e d  s imultaneously on 
Nov. 5 ,  1975, i n  t h e  bottom 1 .5  m of t h e  c o a l  (Wells HE and INJ;** Fig. 3) .  The 
hor izonta l  s e p a r a t i o n  was 7 m. 

A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  p r e d i c t e d  p a t t e r n  of permeabi l i ty  enhancement i n  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  
plane of t h e  charges showed a j o i n e d  reg ion  of 100 d a r c i e s  o r  g r e a t e r  a t  the  charge 
loca t ions  and a d e c r e a s e  of permeabi l i ty  with d i s t a n c e  o u t  t o  t h e  n a t i v e  coa l  
(0.3 darcy)  at approximately 13 m. 
recognized inc luding  compaction at a d i s t a n c e  around each charge and decreases  i n  
permeabi l i ty  due t o  genera t ion  o f  f i n e l y  s ized  p a r t i c l e s .  

Other p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t s  combinations were 

* 
This work was uerformed under t h e  auspices  of t h e  U.S. Energy and Research 

Development Admin. Contract  W-7405-Eng-48. ** 
Later redes igna ted  1-0. 
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Table 1. Hydraul ic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s a o f  F e l i x  c o a l  and a s s o c i a t e d  s t r a t a ,  
Hoe Creek si te,  pre-shot .  

Hor i z o n t  a1 V e r t i c a l  
permeabi l i ty  C o e f f i c i e n t  permeabi l i ty  

Stratum darcy  of s t o r a g e  darcy  

- 2 x 
b 

F e l i x  No. 1 0.47 t o  1.42' 

S t r a t a  between 0.1ZC 2.24 X 1 0  d 0.022 -lid 

F e l i x  No. 1 
and No. 2 

F e l i x  No. 2 0.41e 1.18 x 
0. 23f 

S t r a t a  below 
F e l i x  No. 2 - <O. 0015g 

aDashes i n d i c a t e  t h a t  no measurement w a s  made. 

bA range of v a l u e s  i s  g iven  f o r  two d i f f e r e n t - t y p e  s ingle-wel l  tests i n  t h e  

'Results from s l u g - i n j e c t i o n  tests. 

dValues a r e  averages f o r  t h e  t o t a l  th ickness  of  s t r a t a  between F e l i x  No. 1 

eValue along t h e  a x i s  of maximum hydraul ic  conduct iv i ty ,  which t r e n d s  N 59" E.  

fValue along t h e  a x i s  of minimum hydraul ic  conduct iv i ty ,  which t r e n d s  N 31° W. 

gRefers t o  average v a l u e s  f o r  f i r s t  2 . 1  m of s t r a t a  below bottom of F e l i x  

same w e l l .  

and F e l i x  No. 2 c o a l s .  

No. 2 coa l .  

I n i t i a l  Pos t  F r a c t u r i n g  Hydrologic T e s t s  (4,8) 

W e  t r i e d  pulse  tests and s u s t a i n e d  cons tan t - ra te  pumping (drawdown) tests t o  
measure permeabi l i ty  i n  t h e  heterogeneous explos ive- f rac tured  reg ion .  Both showed 
average enhanced p e r m e a b i l i t i e s  of 2-4 darcy f o r  assumed r a d i a l l y  symmetric reg ions .  
D e f i n i t i o n  w a s  l i m i t e d  by number of observa t ion  w e l l s  and l o c a t i o n s .  
pumping tests w a s  by drawdown d i f f e r e n c e  between w e l l s  a f t e r  t h e  r a t e  of change had 
slowed (quasi-s teady-state) .  
a f a c t o r  of 2 f o r  most observa t ion  w e l l s .  R e s u l t s  are shown i n  Table  2. 

Analys is  of 

A repea ted  pumping tes t  gave h igher  r e s u l t s  b u t  w i t h i n  

Observat ion of unchanging hydraul ic  head i n  t h e  F e l i x  No. 1 c o a l  (Well 12-OW) 
dur ing  t e s t i n g  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been no major change i n  v e r t i c a l  l eakage  
i n t o  the F e l i x  No.  2 c o a l  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  the e x p l o s i v e  f r a c t u r i n g .  

These r e s u l t s  a long  w i t h  a i r - f low tests and new computer c a l c u l a t i o n s  of  
f r a c t u r i n g  were t h e  b a s e  f o r  f i e l d  modi f ica t ions  f o r  a g a s i f i c a t i o n  test. 
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Table  2. R e s u l t s  of  i n i t i a l  pos t - f rac tur ing  permeabi l i ty  tests. 

Pumped Observed Permeabi l i ty  

Analys is  w a s  by 
drawdown d i f f e r e n c e  a t  a f i x e d  l a t e  t i m e  except  as noted .  

w e l l  w e l l  darcy 

9-ow 3-OW 3.0 
8-ow 2.2 

9-OW (2 min p u l s e )  3-OW 2.3 
8-ow 2.3 

I N J  1-1 1 . 5  
(NOW 3-OW 1.7 

9-ow 3.3 
HE 1.6 
8-ow 1.7 
4-PW 0.7 

I N J  1-2 3.3 
(DEC) 3-OW 4.2 

HE 2.7 
8-ow 3 . 4  

Modified Well P a t t e r n ,  Completions and Ins t ruments  (5 ,6 ,7)  

In p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  g a s i f i c a t i o n  a long  t h e  INJ-HE axis, a p a t t e r n  o f  dewater ing 
w e l l s ,  F igure  4 shows t h e  
loca t ions  as completed. F igure  5 shows t h e  s u r f a c e  l o c a t i o n s  of 5 environmental  
monitoring w e l l s  p laced  a t  2 d i s t a n c e s ,  approximately 15 m and 30 m out. Well com- 
p le t ions  were such  t h a t  t h e  i n j e c t i o n  and dewater ing w e l l s  could be approximated a s  
f u l l y  p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  F e l i x  No. 2 coa l  and w e l l  P-1 as p a r t i a l l y  p e n e t r a t i n g ,  open 
i n  t h e  bottom 1.5 m of t h e  coa l .  
production and environmental  wells were cleaned and developed by methods similar t o  
those used f o r  t h e  pre-shot  hydrology w e l l s .  (2) Bubbler tubes ended near  t h e  base 
of t h e  coa l .  
t ransducers  f o r  h y d r a u l i c  head measurement and t ransmiss ion .  A l l  a v a i l a b l e  w e l l s  
and instrument  h o l e s  w e r e  provided bubblers  wi th  t h e  except ion  of t h e  f i v e  environ- 
mental w e l l s  i n  which we used w e l l  sounders  manually. 
were arranged t o  provide  f o r  hydraul ic  t e s t i n g  as w e l l  a s  g a s i f i c a t i o n  use .  Data 
recording equipment c o n s i s t e d  of s t r i p  c h a r t  r e c o r d e r s  and a d a t a  a c q u i s i t i o n  com- 
puter  with magnet ic  and p r i n t e d  paper-tape outputs ,  a l l  i n  p a r a l l e l .  

p roduct ion  w e l l *  and instrument  wells w a s  provided.  

Typical  w e l l s  a r e  shown i n  Fig.  6 .  The dewater ing,  

Bubblers  were equipped wi th  metered n i t r o g e n  gas  s u p p l i e s  and pressure  

Pumps, p ip ing  and instruments  

P o s t  Explosion Core Sampling (7) 

In order  t o  o b t a i n  more information on f r a c t u r i n g ,  four  c o r e s  had been taken 
completely through t h e  F e l i x  No. 2 c o a l  seam at l o c a t i o n s  1.8 m t o  2.7 m from s h o t  
sites. 
i n  t h e  top of t h e  c o a l ,  fol lowed by a less f r a c t u r e d  zone, and then by a heavi ly  

A l l  were found t o  be s i m i l a r  i n  appearance,  wi th  moderate t o  heavy f r a c t u r i n g  

* 
Designated PROD-1 i n i t i a l l y  and changed t o  P-1 later.  

24 



f rac tured  zone i n  t h e  bottom 1.5 m t o  3 m. The c o r e  between t h e  e x p l o s i v e s  l o c a t i o n s  
showed t h e  most f r a c t u r i n g ,  t h e  c o r e  f a r t h e s t  away from e i t h e r  e x h i b i t e d  t h e  least 
f r a c t u r i n g .  

PRE-GASIFICATION HYDROLOGICAL TESTS (7)  

Summary of R e s u l t s  and Discussion 

During development w e  found an unacceptably low water flow rate i n t o  w e l l  P-1, 
0.006 !&/sec (0 .1  gpm). 
remedial work on P-1 and d r i l l i n g  of a d i a g n o s t i c  and p o t e n t i a l  replacement  w e l l ,  
P-2. 

We reviewed p o s s i b l e  causes  and made contingency p l a n s  f o r  

We suspected cement i n t r u s i o n  o r  completion i n  a low permeabi l i ty  reg ion .  

Considerat ion of t h e  f r a c t u r i n g  p a t t e r n  a s  shown by the core  samples and of  
flow behavior  i n  upper and lower por t ions  of t h e  F e l i x  No. 2 c o a l  dur ing  d r i l l i n g  
and earlier w e l l  tests before  and a f t e r  explos ive  f r a c t u r i n g  led  t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a -  
t i o n  t h a t  a l though f lows i n  t h e  n a t i v e  c o a l  were reasonably homogeneous v e r t i c a l l y ,  
post-explosion f low c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  uniform. While c r a c k s  c r e a t e d  by t h e  
explosion may promote high f lows i n  t h e  upper reg ions ,  f i n e s  generated by t h e  
explosions tend t o  restrict o r  plug flow i n  t h e  lower reg ions .  

We enlarged P-1 t o  1 m diameter  i n  t h e  bottom 1.5 m of coa l  and found t h a t  it 
produced 0.06 R/sec ( 1  gprn), s t i l l  less than  d e s i r e d .  This  work requi red  removal 
of t h e  screen  and sump l i n e r .  We next  d r i l l e d  w e l l  P-2 i n  t h r e e  s t a g e s  of depth  i n  
the  F e l i x  No. 2 c o a l  f o r  f low measurements. The top h a l f  produced 0.4 &/sec  (7  gprn); 
the  next  q u a r t e r  produced 0.02 Illsec (0 .3  gpm), t h e  bottom ha l f  0.03 Il/sec. This  
indicated lower permeabi l i ty  i n  t h e  bottom p a r t  of t h e  c o a l  at least  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  

We then  r e i n s t a l l e d  t h e  sump l i n e r  i n  P-1. While washing t h e  l i n e r  i n  p lace  
a path opened h y d r a u l i c a l l y .  T e s t  f low w a s  0.63 L/sec (10 gpm). A s h o r t  pumping 
test of P-1 drew t h e  water l e v e l s  i n  1-5 and P-1 w e l l  i n t o  t h e  c o a l ,  i n d i c a t i n g  a 
channel i n  t h e  l o w e r  h a l f  of t h e  c o a l  (Fig.  7)  a c r o s s  t h e  shot  r e g i o n  a t  HE. We 
could proceed with h y d r o l o g i c a l  tests of t h e  o v e r a l l  reg ion  and w e l l s .  

The s p e c i f i c  c a p a c i t y  of t h e  dewater ing w e l l s  ranged from 0.7 t o  7 gprn per  f t  
of drawdown. 
Table 3 .  

Wells DW-1 and DW-6 showed t h e  h i g h e s t  c a p a c i t i e s .  R e s u l t s  are i n  

Table  3. R e l a t i v e  performance of  de- 
water ing  w e l l s .  Graphical  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of draw- 

down tests by pumping 1-0 and P-1 a t  S p e c i f i c  
constant  rates show two r e g i o n s  of enhanced 
permeabi l i ty ,  one about  each of t h e  explo- 
s ion c e n t e r s  out t o  3 m and a reg ion  of  
intermediate  enhancement on o u t  t o  t h e  
na t ive  c o a l  a t  15  m. 
obtained a r e :  14 darcy and 7 darcy  re- 
spec t ive ly  f o r  reg ions  a t  1-0 and P-1; 
and 1.5 darcy f o r  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  
region. Figures  8 and 9 show t h e s e  
graphs. 

The p e r m e a b i l i t i e s  

Well 
No. 

DW-1 
DW-2 
DW-3 
DW-4 
DW-5 
DW-6 

0.71 
0.15 
0.07 
0.19 
0.07 
0.59 
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m e  apparent discontinuity shown in Fig. 9 ,  for the data within 10 ft, may 
be due to the channel opened in final work on P-1 and to its non-symmetrical 
location. 

m e  same method of analysis of drawdown tests of  dewatering wells gave lower 
results for the inner (core) regions and higher values for the intermediate region. 
This is apparently a result of nonuniformity of flow field about the dewatering 
wells. 

Late time drawdown data indicated some vertical leakage from the unit above 
the coal but again, approximately the same as pre-shot. 
ability values of 3 to 5 md were obtained. 

Estimated vertical perme- 

Short, simultaneous injection-withdrawal tests (2-well recirculation) were made 
to investigate the permeability in the 1-0 and HE regions. These tests were analyzed 
utilizing flow net techniques. 
and selected flow lines drawn perpendicular to the equipotentials. Permeabilities 
of different areas were calculated by the gradient method wherein the gradient was 
obtained from the equipotential surface and the flow was apportioned via the flow 
net construction. An areal or field permeability K is calculated from the equation 
K = Q/iA, where Q is the flow in a region, i is the hydraulic gradient in that 
region, and A is the vertical section of the region through which the flow passes. 
Figures 10 and 11 are flow nets drawn for pumping P-1 to 1-0 and DW-4 to DW-6. 

Drawdown equipotentials were plotted on a plan view 

Figure 12 is a composite prepared from results of flow net analyses and draw- 
down tests. The estimates of permeability for the inner core regions, 10 d at HE 
and 20 d at 1-0, and the near native zone, 0.5 d, between the explosion centers are 
from the flow nets. The flow net and drawdown results for the inner enhanced 
permeability regions are consistent. The dashed lines on Fig. 12 connect well pairs 
in which the closeness of movement of water level during drawdown testing indicate 
a fracture or flow channel between them. The P-1 to 1-0 test does not show the low 
permeability zone between explosion centers seen in the DW-4 to DW-6 test because 
of the symmetrical placement of the zone with respect to pumping from P-1 to 1-0. 

Analysis of the hydraulic response of the explosive-fractured coal is compli- 
cated by the strong radial variation of permeability and the presence of many 
relatively large sized well casings. In addition some of the fractures have become 
conduit-like in their ability to equalize pressure between certain observation well 
pairs or cause an uneven distribution of flow when one of the pair is a pumped well. 

Figure 13 shows an outline of the gasification path indicated by thermocouple 
data on a simplified version of the composite sketch. 
westerly veering path to avoid the intermediate near native zone of coal. 

The composite suggests a more 

Further evaluation and interpretation of the hydrological data are needed and 
a comparison with post burn core sample results when available. 

The critical importance of permeabilities and their distribution is that the 
in-situ flow paths and thus the reaction zone configuration are determined by them. 
A given permeability net tends to determine ultimate resource recovery efficiency. 
In view of the importance of the deduced permeability net, it is important to further 
develop field tests and analysis techniques. 
absolute or relative local permeabilities at several depths through a fractured 
seam are needed. 

Simple methods for measurement of the 
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Fig. 11. Flow n e t .  Hydraul ic  head ( p o t e n t i a l )  contours  and f low l i n e s  i n d i c a t e d  
by pumping 7 . 2  gpm from DW-4 i n t o  DW-6. 
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Fig.  12. H e u r i s t i c  composite of channels  o r  f r a c t u r e s  (dashed l i n e s ) ,  i n n e r  enhanced 
reg ions  and near  n a t i v e  zone between t h e  ejcplosion c e n t e r s .  
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Fig.  13. G a s i f i e d  r eg ion  o v e r l a i n  on hydrolo@;y composite. 
P-1 t o  1-0, o v e r r i d i n g  coal i n  f i n a l  s t a g e s .  

Burn  progressed from 
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COMBINED C02-O2 UNDERGROUND PYROLYSIS-GASIFICATION FOR SOZPTHWESTERN COALS 

N. E. Vanderborgh, E. M. Wewerka, W. J. Trela, J. M. W i l l i a m , J r .  
and G. R. B. E l l i o t t  

Abstract  

Although vast quan t i t i e s  o f  subbituminous coa ls  a r e  loca ted  i n  the  Southwestern 
U. S . ,  severe technica l  problems e x i s t  i n  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  resource.  Much of 
these  coa ls  occur a t  depths where sur face  mining is not f eas ib l e .  Even i f  t h i s  
were not t h e  case,  a combination of l imi t ed  water a v a i l a b i l i t y  and environmental 
cont ro ls  suggests t ha t  rapid expansion of coa l  u t i l i z a t i o n  is not f eas ib l e .  N e w  
technologies m u s t  be developed t o  explo i t  t h e  known, vast  coa l  resources i n  t h i s  
region. 

Deta i l s  w i l l  be given on one such proposed process t h a t  involves a preliminary 
pyro lys i s  s t ep  followed by CO2-O2 gas i f i ca t ion .  
y i e ld  both a hydrocarbon and a medium -Btu gas product stream. 
western subbituminous coa ls  appear w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  an i n i t i a l  hydrocarbon 
removal s tep.  
remove some 35% of t he  ava i lab le  carbon by reductive pyro lys i s .  
semi-char has been shown t o  maintain adquate r e a c t i v i t y  f o r  eventual gas i f i ca t ion .  

Preliminary laboratory and engineering analyses f o r  t h i s  udderground coal 
convers ion technology a r e  described . 

This  process is designed to  
Arid, south- 

Studies suggest t ha t  C02 is an adequate reagent t o  e f f i c i e n t l y  
The r e s u l t i n g  
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COMBINED C02-02 UNDERGROUND PYROLYSIS-GASIFICATION FOR SOUTHWESTERN COALS 

Large enough coa l  resources have been i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  Southwestern 
regions o f  t h e  United States t o  permit planning f o r  increases  i n  coal u t i l i z a -  
t i o n  t o  meet thb s i g n i f i c a n t  energy needs of t h e  Western s t a t e s .  (1.2) 
reemphasis upon coa l  is timely as proven reserves  of  both o i l  and gas a r e  
declining. (3) Yet,  marked increases  i n  coal u t i l i z a t i o n  a r e  l imi ted  by a 
var ie ty  of environmental and technological f ac to r s .  

This 

Only a smal l  f r a c t i o n ,  probably less than 5%, o f  the  known coal resource 
can be extracted using su r face  mining technology. ( 4 )  Iden t i f i ed  s e a m  show 
d ip ,  f a l l i n g  rap id ly  out of su r f ace  mining reach. Lent icu lar ,  t h i n  and 
multiple seams of  considerable depth suggest t h a t  underground mining may not 
be a t  t r a c t i v e  . 

Increased coa l  u t i l i z a t i o n  using t h e  remaining surface-minable coa l  may 
a l so  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a l i z e .  (5) Opposition to  increased s t r i p  mining is 
appearing. Stack cleaning of combustion gases from these  high ash, low 
su r fu r  mater ia l s  has proven d i f f i c u l t .  There remain ser ious  questions about 
t h e  adv i sab i l i t y  of increased combustion f a c i l i t i e s .  Any s ign i f i can t  increase  
i n  coal u t i l i z a t i o n  wi th in  t h e  a r i d  Southwestern region w i l l  a l s o  be  l imi ted  
by water a v a i l a b i l i t y .  
i d e n t i f i e d ,  i t  is not obvious tha t  t h i s  water can be  readi ly  consumed f o r  
indust r ial  processing. ) 

(Although l imi t ed  brackish  aqu i f e r s  have been 

These f ac to r s ,  a combination of technological and environmental concerns, 
have already slowed a s e r i e s  of  p ro jec t s  t h a t  were designed to  increase  coa l  
u t i l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  Southwest'ern United S t a t e s .  (5) It is becoming ever more 
obvious t h a t  the  unique mixture of reg iona l  condi t ions  leads  t o  problems tha t  
a r e  not r ead i ly  addressed with ex i s t ing  technology. There i s  only a l imi ted  
quantity of coa l ,  using su r face  mining, t h a t  can be ex t rac ted  and tha t  coal 
is not e a s i l y  used i n  combustion f a c i l i t i e s .  The concept presented i n  t h i s  
paper i s  one approach t h a t  appears t o  have promise i n  expanding coal production 
i n  the Southwestern United States without moving i n t o  d i f f i c u l t  and possibly 
r e s t r a in ing  f ac to r s .  

"Chemically mining" coa l ,  underground conversion to  gaseous o r  l i q u i d  
fue l s ,  i s  hardly a new idea (6 ) .  
coincident s o c i e t i a l  and environmental cos t s  of conventional mining has 
in t r igued  mankind fo r  decades. (7,8) Part ia l  underground combustion ,"under- 
ground coa l  gas i f i ca t ion , "  has been ac t ive ly  explored i n  t h e  Soviet  Union 
during t h e  last f i f t y  years ( 7 ) .  After some disappointing r e s u l t s  i n  Alabama 
during the  ~O'S, underground coal gas i f i ca t ion  programs a r e  again ac t ive  i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s .  (9) 
demonstrating underground coal gas i f i ca t ion  i n  th i ck ,  subbituminous coals 
i n  Wyoming. (10) Lawrence L i v e m r e  Laboratory is exploring a concept of 

The thought of u t i l i z i n g  coal without t h e  

The Laramie Energy Research Center dur ren t ly  is 
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oxygen-steam gas i f i ca t ion ,  again i n  t h e  coal f i e l d s  of Wyoming. (11) 
Morgantown Energy Research Center has begun s t u d i e s  exploring gas i f i ca t ion  
i n  Eastern bituminous coa ls .  (12) I n i t i a l  commercial t e s t s  are being evaluat-  
ed using l i g n i t e  beds i n  Texas. Concurrently, tests a r e  a l so  planned i n  
Canada and i n  Belgium. However, none of t hese  o the r  experimental programs a r e  
turned t o  address t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  technica l  problems t h a t  now ex i s t  i n  t h e  
Southwestern region of t h e  United S ta t e s .  

The 

TWO STAGE PYROLYSIS-GASIFICATION 

The underground coa l  ex t rac t ion  process proposed here  is shown schematic- 
a l l y  i n  Figure 1. 
previously t r ea t ed ,  underground coal seam. This reac t ion ,  fed by an oxygen 
r i ch  feed and moderated with CO , produces a continuous supply of a low-Btu 
gas. Carbon dioxide replaces t g e  more conventional steam in jec t ion .  This 
gas stream e x i t s  from t h e  underground generator at elevated temperatures. 
Anticipated l e v e l s  of s u l f u r ,  n i t rogen  and p a r t i c u l a t e  matter i n  t h i s  gas 
d i c t a t e  that  gas cleaning is e s s e n t i a l  p r i o r  t o  u t i l i z a t i o n .  
more eas i ly  accomplished a t  lower temperatures. Consequently, t h e  gas is 
f i r s t  fed through a hea t  exchanger and then i n t o  a gas cleaning operation. 
In  the  cleaning process,  t h e  gas i s  a l s o  s t r ipped  of CO and s u l f u r  leav ing  
a combustible gas f o r  u t i l i z a t i o n .  I n  order  t o  maintain reasonable s i z e s  of 
t h e  cleaning equipment, t h e  gas is f i r s t  p ressur ized .  Exi t ing  gas steams a r e  
a l s o  a t  pressure and might be t ranspor ted  some d is tance  p r i o r  t o  f i n a l  usage. 
U t i l i za t ion  of t h i s  cleaned product gas should cause no mre environmental 
degradation than methane combustion. 

On t h e  lower left-hand-side, gas i f i ca t ion  occurs i n  a 

This process i s  

2 

Carbon dioxide,  ex t rac ted  during the  gas cleaning process,  is heated 
using the  sens ib l e  hea t  from the  gas i f i ca t ion  process and is then used f o r  
two purposes. Pa r t  of the  gas i s  fed back i n t o  t h e  g a s i f i e r  f o r  regenera t ive  
cont ro l .  The remainder i s  fed i n t o  another,  ad jacent  coa l  seam. This process,  
a hot gas preconditioning s t ep ,  d r i e s  and p a r t i a l l y  pryolyses t h e  v i r g i n  coa l  
leav ing  a seam of open and uniform poros i ty  with cont ro l led  r e a c t i v i t y .  
Fyrolysis products,  moisture,  l i q u i d  and gaseous hydrocarbons ; a r e  brought 
t o  the  sur face ,  co l lec ted ,  and shipped t o  a hydrocarbon processing p l an t .  
Following adequate reduct ive  pyro lys i s  (with hot COz), t h e  gas stream is  
changed t o  a mixture containing oxygen and t h e  hot coa l  bed is gas i f i ed .  
Another, adjacent seam, following manifolding and seam opening, i s  then  used 
f o r  t he  s i t e  of t h e  next pyro lys i s  sec t ion .  

The ove ra l l  process i s  designed t o  i n i t i a l l y  convert coa l ,  using hot 
gas flows, i n to  a stream of l i q u i d  hydrocarbons t h a t  could p a r t i a l l y  suppli-  
ment ex is t ing  sources of petroleum feed s tocks .  During t h i s  process t h e  mass 
t r a n s f e r  proper t ies  and t h e  chemical r e a c t i v i t i e s  of t he  coal. seam are 
modified heaving a highly porous bed f o r  subsequent gas i f i ca t ion .  This type 
of  process is designed f o r  the  high v o l a t i l e  conten t ,  subbituminous coals 
found i n  the  Southwestern United S ta t e s .  
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DRYING AND PYROLYSIS OF SOUTHWESTERN COALS 

Coals located i n  the  Southwest a r e  t y p i c a l l y  of  subbituminous rank. (4) 
However, unl ike t h e  majori ty  of such low-rank coa l s ,  t hese  seam contain 
only a modest amount of water. Ten per  cent  moisture,  is perhaps an average 
value although analyses  of core segments can show values  near  3%. (13) 
Previous underground coal  g a s i f i c a t i o n  shows t h a t  water  plays a key r o l e  i n  
underground processing fo r  t h i s  compounds a c t s  a s  a major chemical r eac t an t  
t h a t  can e a s i l y  degrade gas qual i ty .  (14) Water is a l s o  an important heat  
t r ans fe r  agent.  Equally important, however, is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  water i s  a key 
factor  i n  seam permeabili ty.  Consequently, moisture control  underground must 
be a major considerat ion i n  any underground g a s i f i c a t i o n  process.  

Permeabili ty of underground coa l  seams is a d i f f i c u l t  parameter t o  
accurately determine. It appears t h a t  many of t hese  subbituminous coals  
natural ly  show low permeabi l i t ies  i n  t h e  range of 0 .1  mD. 
from these coals  enchances t h e  permeabili ty by a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  orders  of magni- 
tude.  (15) This behavior is r ead i ly  understandable i f  one considers  coa l  
a so l id ,  perhaps a hardened g e l ,  with various-sized interconnect ing pores 
and c a p i l l a r i e s .  
50 nm (5x lom8 cm) (16) and t h a t  t hese  pores give coa l  a molecular-sieve 
property. Certain molecules appear t o  be ab le  t o  pene t r a t e  t h e  coal  s t ruc -  
t u r e  while o the r ,  not  necessa r i ly  l a r g e r  ones, a r e  excluded. Temperature 
plays an important r o l e  i n  gas t r anspor t  w i th in  pore s t r u c t u r e s  of t h i s  type.  

Removing moisture 

W e  assume t h a t  t h e  majority of t h e s e  pores a r e  l e s s  than 

Moisture i n  pore s t r u c t u r e s  of these coa l s  e f f ec t ive ly  f i l l s  pores, due 
t o  the t e t r a h e d r a l  bonding c a p a b i l i t i e s  of  water,  in a three-dimensional 
manner e f f i c i e n t l y  c losing the  ma te r i a l  t o  mass t r anspor t .  ( 1 7 )  (These low 
rank coals ,  due t o  t h e i r  high heteroatom content ,  t y p i c a l l y  show hydrophi l l ic  
behavior.) Removing t h e  moisture e f f e c t i v e l y  r equ i r e s  an agent t h a t  opens 
pore s t ruc tu re .  Carbon dioxide is e f f e c t i v e  i n  doing t h i s  f o r  l i k e  water ,  
C02 a l so  f i rmly adsorbs onto coal  su r f aces  but unl ike water,  C02 i s  not cap- 
ab le  of f i l l i n g  pore i n t e r i o r s .  Rather one can assume tha t  once a monolayer 
of t h i s  gas has adsorbed, t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t he  pore remains open. 
t h e  f i r s t  important reason f o r  moisture removal is t o  gain enchanced perme- 
a b i l i t y  both t o  move l i q u i d s  and t o  cut  down on pumping work requirements 
during t h e ,  g a s i f i c a t i o n  process.  

Consequently, 

Moisture a l s o  degrades the  gas i f i ca t ion  process.  F i r s t  steam formation 
lowers process temperatures increasing C02 .production. (14)  Secondly, t h e  
react ion of carbon monoxide with moisture 1s no t  advantageous f o r  then CO is 
converted i n t o  a mixture of gases (H2 and C02) with approximately t h e  same 
t o t a l  hea t  content but  twice t h e  volume. 
zone should cool that zone, decteasing t h e  e f f e c t i v e  residence t i m e  for CO 
production. 
i s  f i r s t  removed from t h e  g a s i f i c a t i o n  process p r i o r  t o  CO generation. 
water removal seems f e a s i b l e  i n  Southwestern subbituminous coa l s  by hot  gas 
treatment.  

Las t ly ,  moisture i n  t h e  reduction 

A l l  of t hese  reasons suggest t h a t  one w i l l  be  f a r  ahead i f  water 
Such 
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Hot gas drying-pyrolysis requi res  t h e  t r anspor t  of s ign i f i can t  quan t i t i e s  
of gases - f i r s t  ca lcu la t ions  suggest t h a t  approximately one l i t e r  of  hot gas 
i s  needed t o  pyrolyze one gram of coa l .  Moreover, t h a t  1 gram of c o a l  (volume 
approximately 0.65 cm3) is converted t o  gaseous products with a volume, a t  
STP, o f  250 cm3. Moving these  quan t i t i e s  requi res  t h a t  t h e  s e a m  have reason- 
a b l e  flow cha rac t e r i s t i c s .  It seems unl ike ly  t h a t  v i r g i n  coa l  w i l l  show high 
enough permeabili ty t o  r ead i ly  move s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  gases.  
Consequently it may b e  necessary t o  develop seam opening techniques such as 
long  range explosively dr iven  penet ra tors ,  e l ec t ro l ink ing ,  d i rec ted  chemical 
leaching ,  e t c .  Evidence suggests t h a t  i n i t i a l  opening is feas ib l e .  (18) 
Moreover, carbon dioxide appears e spec ia l ly  s u i t a b l e  f o r  add i t iona l  seam open- 
ing. This gas exh ib i t s  a high thermal conduct iv i ty  and a low gas v i scos i ty  
suggesting t h a t  fo r  a primary heat t r a n s f e r  agent ,  C02 can be  de l ivered  with 
minimum pumping cos ts .  
enhance flow parameters, then  addi t iona l  flows can be maintained. 

Once a segment of t h e  seam has  been pyrolyzed t o  

However, even i f  enchanced permeabi l i t i es  can be  obtained, seam hea t ing  
using hot gas flows cannot be done rap id ly  without l a r g e  pumping cos t s ,  l a r g e  
quan t i t i e s  of hea t  and C02. 
pyro lys i s  s t e p  is t i e d  t o  t h a t  gas i f i ca t ion ,  then pyro lys i s  must a l s o  be done 
slowly. One can assume tha t  t h e  hea t ing  process may take  severaI.months t o  
accomplish. Should coa l  no t  be an e f f i c i e n t  i n su la to r ,  heat l o s ses  would 
prove prohib i t ive .  However, unlike convective hea t  t r anspor t  which w i l l  be 
promoted during the  drying process,  conductive hea t  t ranspor t  is i n e f f i c i e n t  i n  
coal.  Thermal conduct iv i t ies  near 0 .1  W/MK are w e l l  known. (19) In t he  
absence of convection, heated coa l  w i l l  remain at high temperatures f o r  long 
per iods  of t i m e .  Such da ta  is shown i n  Figure 2. These da ta  show t h e  thermal 
waves measured a t  t h r e e  d i f f e ren t  d i s tances  ( f i v e ,  t e n  and 20 f e e t )  from a 
950° F w a l l  as a function of t i m e .  Heat, under these  condi t ions ,  w i l l  b e  
contained f o r  years  i n  a coa l  volume and w i l l  remain t h e r e  u n t i l  convective 
processes ex t r ac t  i t .  
tu re s  during t h e  gas i f i ca t ion  s t e p .  Since necessary temperatures need be  near  
1000° C ,  t h i s  i s  an important energy cont r ibu t ion .  

GASIFICATION OF DRIED SOUTHWESTERN COALS 

Since g a s i f i c a t i o n  i s  a slow process,  and t h e  

This heat w i l l  be  ava i l ab le  t o  increase  process tempera- 

Following the  pyro lys i s  s t ep ,  some 35% of the  i n i t i a l  mass of t h e  coal 
(as  received) might be  removed i n  a hydrogen-rich f r ac t ion .  Laboratory s t u d i e s  
suggest t ha t  t h e  remaining semi-char w i l l  exh ib i t  low and interconnected 
permeability. (13) 
depleted material with oxygen is decreased somewhat from t h a t  over t h e  v i r g i n  
mater ia l ;  however t h i s  decrease ( r eac t ion  rates are slower by less than  a 
f ac to r  of two) should s t i l l  leave s u f f i c i e n t  r eac t iv i ty  f o r  t h e  gas i f i ca t ion  
process. (20) 

Other s tud ie s  show t h a t  t h e  r e a c t i v i t y  of t h i s  hydrogen- 

Gas i f ica t ion  on a hydrogen-depleted char leads ,  p r imar i ly ,  t o  a stream 
of CO. 
s o  s i n c e  u t i l i z a t i o n  can be i n  a con t ro l l ed  i n d u s t r i a l  atmosphere wi th  l i t t l e  

The u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h i s  gas presents  many p o s s i b i l i t i e s  e spec ia l ly  
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concurrent hea l th  hazards.  
gas t o  o the r  ma te r i a l s ,  e.g., methane, methanol, e t c . ,  although ce r t a in ly  
these options exist. 

There seem t o  be  no reason t o  convert t h i s  product 

ENGINEERING ANALYSTS OF THE COMBINED PYROLYSIS-GASIFICATION PROCESS 

I n i t i a l  engineering analyses have been completed on t h i s  udderground 
coa l  gas i f i ca t ion  process .  This combined-cycle process is somewhat s imi l a r  
t o  o ther  above-ground f a c i l i t i e s .  For ins tance ,  t h e r e  is good s i m i l a r i t y  
between t h i s  underground process and a low-Btu gas generatorlgqs cleanup/ 
e l e c t r i c i t y  generator system. However, i n  t h e  present  case ,  t h e  majority 
of t h e  processes occur underground. 
advantages-residence t i m e s  can be extended without changing cos t s  - as w e l l  
a s  some d i s t i n c t  advantages - pumping work can wel l  be excessive and control 
can be d i f f i c u l t  - over conventional coal processing f a c i l i t i e s .  

Underground processing o f f e r s  some d i s t inc t  

The r e s u l t s  f o r  these  s tud ie s  are based on t h e  engineering flow diagram 
shown i n  Figure 3. This f igu re  shows two separa te ,  interconnected processes, 
t h e  gas i f i ca t ion  pa th ,  hea t  removal, p re s su r i za t ion ,  gas cleanup and then  
u t i l i z a t i o n .  
Waste hea t  and carbon dioxide a re  s t r ipped  from t h e  gas i f i ca t ion  process 
t o  run t h e  lower cyc le ,  t h e  hot gas pyro lys i s  s t ep .  

(The cos t  p ro jec t ions  a r e  sca led  t o  supply a 1,000 MWe p lan t . )  

. i  

Projected annual consumption and production f igu res  are l i s t e d  in Table 

One can see  tha t  such an opera- 
1 (Again, t hese  a r e  pro jec ted  f o r  a 1,000 W e  p1ant;hydrocarbon pro jec t ions  
a r e  taken from labora tory  pyro y s i s  da t a . ) .  

low m l e c u l a r  weight hydrocarbons, higher molecular weight hydrocarbons 
(pyrolyzed l i q u i d s ) ,  s u l f u r  and pressure-volume work. (This l a t t e r  r e s u l t s  
from p res su r i za t ion  of t h e  output stream. The work equivalent contained i n  
t h i s  gas  volume is 50 MW. 
opera t ing  p l an t  u t i l i t i e s . )  

t i o n  would consume some 4 x 10  t tons of coal annually and produce e l e c t r i c i t y ,  

Most probably t h i s  work would be  expended in 

There a r e  two d i f f e r e n t  resource recovery aspec ts  t o  consider.  
f i r s t  is t h e  f r a c t i o n  of t h e  t o t a l  coa l  contained i n  the  seam t h a t  is recover- 
ed; the  second is t h e  cosi= of recovering a p a r t i c u l a r  quant i ty  of energy 
contained in a segment of t h e  coa l .  
considerations a r e  important.  It is u n r e a l i s t i c  t o  th ink  tha t  underground 
coal processing w i l l  ever show recovery e f f i c i e n c i e s  t h a t  approach 1OOX.  
However, these  da t a  do suggest t h a t  underground pyro lys is -gas i f ica t ion  can 
lead  to  a favorable f inanc ia l  and energy re turn .  

The 

Obviously, both of these  recovery 

Resource recovery considerations a r e  i n t e r r e l a t e d  t o  a wide va r i e ty  of 
For ins tance ,  subsidence i n  previous underground coa l  d i f f e ren t  t op ic s .  

gas i f i ca t ion  has been a major problem. 
manifolding i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  
Above ground bui ld ings  t i l t ,  causing s t r u c t u r a l  damage. 
t h e  optimum system f o r  underground coa l  pyro lys i s -gas i f ica t ion  may w e l l  

Pipes sever ,  ru in ing  expensive 
Cracks open, allowing excessive gas escapages. 

It appears t ha t  
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leave enough coal underground t o  minimize subsidence. 
unlike current room-and-pillar techniques of underground mining, a technique 
used f o r  exac t ly  the  same reason.) 
need t o  be answered before  one can accurately define the  economics of  resource 
recoveryr What is now c l e a r ,  however, i s  t h a t  without ca re fu l  cont ro l  of 
t h e  underground process,  t h e  optimization of resource recovery may not be 
poss ib le .  

(This would not  be 

These and o ther  site s p e c i f i c  questions 

Another important consideration i s  t h e  cos t  of t he  produced f u e l  gas. 
Preliminary da ta  a r e  shown f o r  t h i s  pro jec t ion  i n  Table 2. 
were taken from similar s tud ie s  es t imat ing  cos ts  fo r  above ground su r face  
gas i f i ca t ion  t o  produce a low-Btu gas. (21) The operating and maintenance 
cos t  charge nothing f o r  t h e  cost  of t h e  fue l ;  $12.3 mi l l ion  is t h e  an t i c ipa t -  
ed annual f i e l d  development charge. Bottom l i n e  pro jec t ions  must be a l t e r e d  
t o  include taxes-royalty on the  coa l  consumed. These pnojections show tha t  
each $1.00 ton o r  roya l ty  increases  t h e  cost  of t h e  f i n a l  product by about 
10c/106 BTU. 
cos t s  t o  $1.56/106 Btu. 
over t he  l i f e t i m e  of t h e  p l an t .  

Costs pro jec t ions  

Thus a $3.50/ton of coal consumed increases  t h e  f i n a l  f u e l  
This projected favorable cost  should remain s t a b l e  

The da ta  lend t o  seve ra l  i n t e r e s t i n g  conclusions. Foremost of t hese  is 
t h a t  t h e  f i e l d  development charges a r e  not an important f ac to r .  (These pro- 
j ec t ions  were ca lcu la ted  f o r  a 7.6 m (25 foot)  seam loca ted  152 m (500 f t . )  
below the  sur face  using 7.6 m (25 f t . )  wel l  spacing. Charges f o r  increased 
f i e l d  development a re ,  however, most influenced by changes i n  t h e  pumping work. 
Large amounts of energy are expended i n  moving gases underground. Costs a r e  
r e f l ec t ed  i n  t h e  high annual c a p i t a l  charges. Increases i n  underground 
permeability gained, f o r  ins tance ,  i n  decreasing well  spacing may be a wise 
investment. Second, t h e  d i f f i c u l t  technology is, t o  a l a rge  ex ten t ,  below 
ground. 
low temperature gas cleaning, a r e  a l l  off-the-shelf systems. This is a l s o  
t r u e  f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  generating systems - conventional gas turb ines  can be 
incorporated without concern f o r  high temperature corrosion and abrasion. 
These da ta  a l so  suggest t h a t  gas leakage, concurrent subsidence, and water 
i n f lux ,  f ac to r s  t ha t  can uncontrollably change t h e  underground chemistry and 
rheology a r e  the  th ings  t h a t  r e a l l y  most in f luence  t h e  economics of t h e  
process. Therefore, t h e  program at Los Alams S c i e n t i f i c  Laboratory has been 
designed t o  ca re fu l ly  inves t iga t e  these  seve ra l  aspects of t he  underground 
process. 

TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

Gas handling and cleaning systems, i f  one accepts t h e  eventua l i ty  of 

Studies a r e  now exploring the  processes of concurrent hea t  and mass 
t r a n s f e r  through Southwestern subbituminous coa ls .  Central  t o  these  i n i t i a l  
s tud ie s  is the  problem of moisture removal and permeabili ty modification by 
hot gas treatment.  Laboratory da ta  w i l l  be obtained on r ep resen ta t ive  coal 
blocks t o  iden t i fy  necessary k i n e t i c  parameters of concurrent hea t  and mass 
t r ans fe r .  These da ta  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  for mathematical modeling of t hese  
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underground processes.  
and lead t o  suggest manifolding techniques. 

These modeling a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  p red ic t  flow p ro f i l e s  

Studies a l s o  w i l l  explore the  i n t e r r e l a t e d  problems of resource re- 
covery and environmental impact. An appreciation now e x i s t s  t ha t  environ- 
mental degradation due to  gas leakages, t o  various subsidences and to ground- 
water contamination is i n t e r r e l a t e d  with resource recovery. The economic 
trade-offs between a "contained" underground operation and recovery e f f ic iency  
a re  also under s tudy .  

These labora tory  and ana ly t i ca l  s tud ie s  w i l l  s e rve  as input  i n to  planning 
f o r  a s e r i e s  of con t ro l l ed  f i e l d  tests using Southwestern subbituminous coals.  
These t e s t s  w i l l  ope ra t e  on a segment of coal somewhat c lose  t o  t h e  sur face ,  
perhaps nea r  15 m (50 f e e t )  deep. 
i so la ted  from t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  seam. One f eas ib l e  way t o  perform t h i s  i so l a t ion  
is t o  cons t ruc t  a concrete-pier wall from the  sur face ,  through t h e  seam and 
par t  way in to  t h e  underburden. A representa t ion  of a sec t ion  of t h i s  contain- 
ment wall  is shown i n  Figure 4 .  
pat te rn  def in ing  a coal s ec t ion  15 m x 15 m (50 f t  x 50 f t ) .  Feed and cont ro l  
pipes w i l l  then be in se r t ed  i n t o  the  coal.  
behind t h e  wal l ,  "water cooling" pipes,  t o  maintain t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of the  wall  
and assure t h a t  t h e  f i r e  can ' t  move out of t he  contained sec t ion .  
some s o r t  of subsidence cont ro l  w i l l  be e s sen t i a l .  

F i r s t  a defined region of t he  coal w i l l  be 

Concrete p i l e s  w i l l  be  l a i d  i n  a rectangular 

Important here  a r e  pipes placed 

Undoubtedly, 

Although t h i s  experimental arrangement has some s i m i l a r i t y  t o  laboratory 

One needs t o  work with v i rg in  
block t e s t s ,  s eve ra l  important fea tures  suggest t ha t  t h i s  approach is necessary 
t o  l e a r n  which r e a l l y  t akes  p l ace  underground. 
coa l ,  wi th  underground m i s t u r e  and gas content i n t a c t .  Yet one needs t o  
be assured of  defined m a s s  balances. The th rus t  behind these  s tud ie s  i s  t o  
obtain d e f i n i t i v e  answers about flows, chemical and heat balances and resource 
recovery. lbo sepa ra t e  t e s t s  a r e  planned. The f i r s t  of these  w i l l  s tudy 
the  drying and pryolys is  of a coal sec t ion .  Following seam opening, d i rec ted  
flows of hot gases w i l l  pass through a coal s ec t ion .  Pyrolysis w i l l  be 
ca r r i ed  on f o r  a f ixed  period and then quenched. 
w i l l  be made on t h e  block. A second test w i l l  again study the  drying and 
pyrolysis of a second block; however, t h i s  t e s t  w i l l  be  ca r r i ed  through a 
gas i f i ca t ion  s t age  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i n a l  post  mortem. 
provide da t a  f o r  subsequent planning and la rge-sca le  commercialization. 

Detailed postmortem analyses 

These f i e l d  tests w i l l  
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TABLE 1: RESOURCE FLOW AND PRODUCTION PROJECTIONS FOR TWO-STAGE PYROLYSIS 

GASIFICATION UNDERGROUND COAL UTILIZATION FACILITY 

A. INPUT STREAMS (ANNUAL RATES) 

Caal Consumed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.51 x lo6 tonsa 

Air Consumed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .8.03 x lo9 s c f  

Water Consumed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . neg l ig ib l e  ne t  input 

B. OUTPUT STREAMS (ANNUAL QUANTITIES) 

E l e c t r i c i t y  8.77x109 KWh $O.O3/KWh $ 2.63 x lo8 
Low MW H C ' s b  1 . 0 8 ~ l O ~ ~ B t u  $1.50/106Btu $ 1.62 107 
High MW HC's'1.26 x lo6 B a r .  $ lO/bar re l  $ 1.26 lo7 

PV Work 4.38 x lo8 KWh $0.03/KWh $ 1.31 l o 7  
Raw Sul fur  9.70 x l o7  lbs. $ 50/ton $ 2.43 x lo6 

Annual Value 

Per Ton Coal $88.55 

$ 3.07 x lo8 

a Assuming a 25' coal seam, annual a r ea  o f  seam addressed is (20/f ac re s )  
where f = f rac t ion  recovered, i . e . ,  i f  ha l f  of t he  coal i s  consumed, then 
coa l  under 40 (20/0.5) acres  would be consumed. 

Low molecular weight hydrocarbons, mainly C 1  - C4 hydrocarbons, gases 

High molecular weight hydrocarbons, mainly C5 - C 

Other po ten t i a l  products,  e spec ia l ly  a m n i a ,  are not l i s t e d .  

hydrocarbons, l i q u i d s  9 
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TABLE 2: LASL TWO STAGE C02-02 UNDERGROUND COAL EXTRACTION-ECONOMIC PROJECTIONS 

OPERATION AND MAIWENANCE 

Coal Feedstock 
F ie ld  Developmenta 
P lan t  Operation 
Administ r a t  ion 
Misc. Taxes 

DEPRECIATION 

CAPITAL CHARGES 

BYPRODUCT REVENUES 

TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS 

ANNUAL 
COST (K$) BASIS 

0 
12,300 25 f t .  w e l l  spacing 
10,440 

5,760 
4,160 1.1% o f  p l an t  investment 

$32,680 

17,860 4.7% o f  p l a n t  investment 

57,000 15% of  p l an t  investment 

(11,000) estimated market value 

$96,540 

ESTIMATED COSTS PER l o 6  BTU $1.21 

ESTIMATED COSTS INCLUDING 
ROYALTY OF $3.50/ton coa l  $1.56 

Costs ca l cu la t ed  assuming mid 1975 completion of construction. 

Costs do no t  i nc lude  c a p i t a l  o r  opera t ing  cos t s  f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  
generation or hydrocarbon separa t ion  f a c i l i t i e s .  
from hydrocarbons a r e  likewise neglected.  

Po ten t i a l  revenues 
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Figure 1: Two Stage Underground Gasification and w r o l y s i s  Fac i l i ty  
For Uti l i za t ion  of  Deeply Lying Southwestern Subbituminous Coals. 
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Thermal Waves Resulting from 950°F Wall 5 ,  10 and 20 f ee t  
In  Coal with c i  = 0.005 f t2 /hr .  

Figure 2:  
Conduction Only. 
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A REPORT ON THE SUCCESSFUL DEVELOPMENT OF 
UNDERGROUND COAL GASIFICATION AT HANNA, WYOMING 

D. D. F ischer ,  S. B. King, and A. E. Humphrey 

Energy Research and Development Administration 
Laramie Energy Research Center 

P. 0. Box 3395, Universi ty  S ta t ion  
Laramie, Wyoming 82071 

INTRODUCTION 

Previous authors  have reported the r e s u l t s  of s eve ra l  f i e l d  tests 
of underground coa l  gas i f i ca t ion  (1). Prominent among these a r e  t h e  
Russian work (1, 2) (which has included commercial u t i l i z a t i o n  of UCG), 
t h e  B r i t i s h  t e s t s  (3) ,  and ea r ly  U.S. experiments (4-7). I n  1973 the  
Bureau of Mines i n i t i a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  of a s e r i e s  of f i e l d  experiments 
near  Hanna, Wyoming. This f i r s t  test w a s  designated Hanna I and has  
been previously de t a i l ed  (8-11). The f i r s t  Hanna experiment (Hanna I )  
was conducted from March 1973 through March 1974. 
tons of coa l  were u t i l i z e d .  During s i x  months of optimum operat ion 1 .6  
MM scfd of 126 Btu/scf gas w e r e  produced. 

Approximately 4000 

Based upon t h e  encouraging r e s u l t s  of Hanna I, a second experiment, 
designated Hanna 11, was i n i t i a t e d  i n  1975. This  experiment was divided 
i n t o  three pa r t s ,  ca l l ed  Phases I, 11, and 111. Phase I has al ready 
been reported (12) and w i l l  only be r e fe r r ed  t o  a s  a b a s i s  of comparison. 
Phase I was conducted from June through August 1975. 
average production of 2.7 MM scfd of 152 BtuJscf gas during 38 days of 
g a s i f i c a t i o n  between two w e l l s  on a 52.5 f e e t  spacing. 
1260 tons were u t i l i z e d  during the  experiment. The r e s u l t s  of Phases I1 
and I11 a r e  the  subject  of t h i s  report .  

Description of t h e  Process 

The UCG process being t e s t ed  by the  Laramie Energy Research Center 

It yielded an 

Approximately 

(LERC) i s  known as t h e  Linked Ver t i ca l  Well (LVW) technique. It in-  
volves two major s t eps :  preparat ion of t h e  coa l  seam followed by gas i f i -  
ca t ion  as depicted i n  Figure 1. 
reverse combustion l inking.  The s t eps  involved i n  r eve r se  combustion 
l inking a r e  shown i n  Figure 1 A, B, and C. Wells a r e  d r i l l e d  and com- 
pleted t o  t h e  c o a l  seam. A downhole e l e c t r i c  heater  is posi t ioned i n  
one well  t o  i g n i t e  t he  coal.  A i r  a t  a pressure s l i g h t l y  less than 
l i t h o s t a t i c  pressure i s  in j ec t ed  a t  t he  i g n i t i o n  wel l  t o  s u s t a i n  a com- 
bust ion zone. Then air i n j e c t i o n  is switched t o  an adjacent  w e l l .  The 
in j ec t ed  a i r  percolates  through the  coa l  seam to the  i g n i t i o n  w e l l  and 
t h e  combustion zone proceeds from t h e  i g n i t i o n  w e l l  t o  t h e  i n j e c t i o n  
we l l ,  i . e . ,  toward the  source of oxygen. Because of t h i s  countercurrent 
movement of t he  in j ec t ed  air and t h e  combustion zone, t h e  process is ,  a t  

The preferred preparatory s t e p  is 

49 



t h i s  point,  c a l l e d  r eve r se  combustion. A s  t h i s  combustion zone proceeds 
t o  t h e  i n j e c t i o n  w e l l ,  a local ized,  highly permeable pathway of carbonized 
coa l  is  l e f t  behind. 
we l l ,  t h e  system is ready f o r  high volume, low pressure a i r  i n j e c t i o n  
which allows e f f i c i e n t  gas i f i ca t ion .  

When t h e  combustion zone reaches the in j ec t ion  

This preparatory s t e p  is extremely important because i t s  loca t ion  
within t h e  seam and i ts  successful  completion determine t h e  f u t u r e  
course of t h e  g a s i f i c a t i o n  period. In addi t ion,  it is e s s e n t i a l  because 
coa l  i n  i t s  n a t u r a l  unprepared s t a t e  has i n s u f f i c i e n t  permeabili ty t o  
enable air  i n j e c t i o n  rates necessary f o r  e f f i c i e n t  coa l  gas i f i ca t ion .  

Figure 1 D,  E ,  and F shows schematically the g a s i f i c a t i o n  s tep.  
Upon i n i t i a t i o n  of high volume, low pressure a i r  i n j e c t i o n ,  t he  g a s i f i -  
ca t ion  zone expands around t h e  i n j e c t i o n  w e l l  u n t i l  it encompasses the  
f u l l  seam thickness.  The g a s i f i c a t i o n  zone then proceeds back toward 
t h e  i g n i t i o n  well .  Thus t h i s  s t e p  is a forward combustion process,  
i . e . ,  r eac t ion  zone movement and gas flow i n  the  same d i r ec t ion .  In 
t h i s  manner t h e  f u l l  s e a m  thickness  i s  gas i f i ed  between two adjacent  
w e l l s  with high thermal eff ic iency.  

Description of Hanna I1 

Phase I of Hanna I1 has been described i n  a previous paper (12). 

The instrumentat ion we l l s  were d r i l l e d  and instrumented by Sandia 
Phases I1 and I11 were conducted using t h e  we l l  pa t t e rn  shown i n  Figure 
2. 
Laborator ies  of Albuquerque, New Mexico, under ERDA funding (13). 

The seam being u t i l i z e d  is the  Hanna #l, a 30-feet t h i ck  subbituminous 
c o a l  s e a m  a t  a depth of approximately 275 f e e t  a t  t h e  Hanna I1 site. 
Wells 5, 6, 7, and 8 were completed 1 0  f e e t  through t h e  coa l  seam and 
perforated over t he  bottom 6 f e e t  of t h e  coa l  seam. 

The o r i g i n a l  p l an  f o r  conducting Hanna 11, Phases I1 and I11 con- 
s i s t e d  of t h e  following s t eps :  

Phase I1 

1. Reverse combustion l i n k  Wells 7 and 8. 

2. Reverse combustion l i n k  Wells 5 and 6. 

3. Gasify from Well 6 t o  W e l l  5. 

Phase I11 

1. 

2. Gasify i n  a l i n e  d r ive  from t h e  7-8 l i n e  back toward the  

Reverse combustion l i n k  from the  5-6 l i n e  t o  the  7-8 l i n e .  

5-6 l i n e .  
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The main advantage of operating such a line drive system would have 
been improved areal sweep efficiency. Success of the technique was 
dependent upon the ability to form the broad reverse combustion link 
from the 5-6 line to the 7-8 line. This broad front link was not achieved 
and Phase 111 was modified to another two-well gasification system with 
gasification proceeding from Well 8 to Well 7. 
as planned. 

Phase I1 was completed 

RESULTS OF HANNA I1 

Phase I1 

Reverse combustion linkage of Wells 7 and 8 was conducted during 
December 1975. 
1976. 
the location of the link, but as seen in Figure 2, the 8 wells between 
Wells 5 and 6 gave an accurate picture of the linkage path. 
shows the path of the link from Well 5 to Well 6 based on thermal data 
gathered during the linkage process. 

Linkage of Wells 5 and 6 was completed in April and May 
No instrumentation was available along the 7-8 line to determine 

Figure 3 

Much more important is the location of the link within the coal 
seam relative to the bottom of the seam. The most advantageous position 
is within the bottom third of the seam. A s  the link proceeded from Well 
5 to 6, the initial temperature rise observed at thermocouples in Wells 
D, 0, G, E, and B always occurred at levels 0 or 5 feet above the bottom 
of the seam. Thus, placement of the link low in the seam was extremely 
successful. 
cation front to undercut the coal as it moved from Well 6 back to Well 5 
after completion of the link. 
the reaction zone yielding high resource utilization efficiency and 
producing a packed bed system. 

Positioning the link low in the seam allowed the gasifi- 

This resulted in fresh coal falling into 

The link was completed on May 4,  1976. Gasification from Well 6 to 
Well 5 was conducted from May 5 through May 30. Injection rates used 
were 1700, 2500, and 3500 scfm, respectively, in a programmed fashion as 
shown in Figure 4. Production rates, product gas gross heating value, 
and gas composition for the five major components are shown in Figures 
4-6. A s  can be seen the step function increases in air injection rate 
had no effect on gas composition or gross heating value. 
eight days when the gasification zone approached Well 5 ,  the heating 
value was extremely constant. 

Until the last 

The total tonnage of coal utilized during both the linkage and 
gasification of the 5-6 system was 2520 tons. 
carbon balance using a weighted average composition determined from a 
core taken at the Hanna I1 site (14). This compares to 1260 tons utilized 
during gasification between two wells on a 52.5 feet spacing during 
Phase I. The improved utilization during Phase I1 is postulated to 
result from the higher injection rates, the positioning of the link 
at the bottom of the coal seam, and from holding 30 to 50 psig back- 
pressure on the production side. 
thermal data from the instrumentation wells and on modeling efforts 
conducted at LERC (15, 16) is shown in Figure 7. Thermal data indicates 

This value is based on a 

The estimated gasified area based on 
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that  a t  t h e  midpoint of the  5-6 l i n e  the  g a s i f i c a t i o n  zone w a s  almost as 
wide as the  5-6 spacing. 

Phase 111 

A s  prev ious ly  s t a t e d ,  Phase I11 w a s  modified from the  proposed l i n e  
drive system t o  another two-well experiment with g a s i f i c a t i o n  proceeding 
from W e l l  8 t o  Well 7. Again three  pre-planned i n j e c t i o n  rates w e r e  
used. These rates were 2500, 3500, and 4500 scfm, respec t ive ly .  In 
addition, backpressuring the  system w a s  conducted t o  determine the  
e f f e c t s  of r e se rvo i r  pressure  changes on the  gas composition. 

Figures 8-11 show the  in j ec t ion  and production rates, in j ec t ion  and 
production pressure ,  product gas gross heating value,  and product gas 
composition f o r  t h e  f i v e  major components. 
seen i n  t h e  hea t ing  va lue  and composition when compared t o  da ta  from the  
5-6 system. 
l i f e t ime  of the 7-8 system. 

S ign i f i can t  d i f fe rences  a r e  

The hea t ing  value dropped off much more rap id ly  during t h e  

The explanation for' t h i s  d i f fe rence  is shown i n  Figures 1 2  and 13. 
Figure 12 shows t h e  gross  heating value,  cold gas thermal e f f ic iency ,  
and r a t i o  of w a t e r  produced t o  coal u t i l i z e d  during the  5-6 gas i f i ca t ion  
period. 
stable u n t i l  J u l i a n  Day 1 4 2  (May 21, 1976) followed by a gradual decline.  

A s  can be  seen, the  heating va lue  and cold gas e f f ic iency  were 

I n  con t r a s t ,  Figure 13 shows the  same va r i ab le s  f o r  the  7-8 gas i f i -  
ca t ion  period. The heating va lue  and cold gas e f f ic iency  show a steady 
dec l ine  from t h e  beginning of t he  7-8 gas i f i ca t ion  period wi th  the  most 
dramatic drop occurring around Ju l i an  Day 196 (July 1 4 ,  1976). That 
drop coincided wi th  a planned decrease from 80 t o  30 psig i n  the  back- 
pressure held on t h e  system. The r a t i o  of water produced t o  coa l  u t i -  
l i zed  increased sharp ly  at t h a t  t i m e .  Compared t o  t h e  5-6 period, t h i s  
r a t i o  was approximately twice a s  high during the  ea r ly  s t ages  of the 7-8 
burn and s i x  t i m e s  a s  high a f t e r  re l iev ing  the  backpressure on Ju l i an  
Day 196. This  dramatic increase  i n  w a t e r  would be expected because 
groundwater i n f l u x  should increase  as the  sur face  a r e a  of t h e  cavi ty  i n  
the  seam increases .  I n  addi t ion ,  decreasing the  r e se rvo i r  pressure  
fu r the r  increased t h e  water i n f lux  rate. 

Increas ing  t h e  a i r  i n j ec t ion  rate toward the  end of t he  5-6 burn 
would have s t a b i l i z e d  t h e  product gas heating value and cold gas ef-  
f ic iency  s ince  excess water does not appear t o  have been the  cause of 
t h e  dec l ine  i n  those  two values.  
higher backpressure during t h e  l a s t  20 days'of the  7-8 burn would have 
improved the  r e s u l t s  of t he  7-8 burn, but maximum a i r  compression ca- 
pac i ty  had a l r eady  been achieved. 

Also, an increased in j ec t ion  rate and 

The unique charac te r  of Phase 111 was t h e  exce l len t  resource u t i -  
The tonnage of coa l  u t i l i z e d  during Phase 111 w a s  4200 tons l i za t ion .  

(Figure 14) .  
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Overall ,  Hanna I1 is considered extremely successfu l  even though 
t h e  l i n e  dr ive  process w a s  unsuccessful. 
u t i l i z e d  was 6690 tons,  of which 680 tons  were u t i l i z e d  during the  
unsuccessful l i n e  d r ive  attempt.  
tons contained within the  60 by 60 f e e t  square of the  5, 6, 7 ,  8 well  
pa t te rn .  Obviously, coa l  was u t i l i z e d  outs ide  t h a t  a r b i t r a r y  boundary 
but  exceeding t h i s  a r t i f i c i a l  t o t a l  by such a margin ind ica t e s  high 
resource u t i l i z a t i o n  e f f i c i ency .  Determination of t he  ac tua l  e f f i c i ency  
awaits coring and seismic surveys of t he  gas i f i ed  a rea  to  f i n a l i z e  the  
t r u e  boundaries of t he  gas i f i ca t ion  zone, but t he re  can be l i t t l e  doubt 
t h a t  UCG can achieve high resource u t i l i z a t i o n  e f f i c i e n c i e s  under con- 
t r o l l e d  conditions.  

Energy Balance Calculations 

The t o t a l  tonnage of coa l  

This i s  compared to  the ava i l ab le  4600 

Three d i f f e r e n t  ca l cu la t ions  have been previously reported (17).  
The f i r s t ,  defined as the  energy r e tu rn  r a t i o ,  i s  simply the  r a t i o  of 
t o t a l  usable energy produced from the  process t o  t o t a l  energy consumed 
i n  operating the  process. This va lue  must, of course, be somewhat 
g rea t e r  than one f o r  the  process to  be worthy of commercialization. 

The second, defined a s  ove ra l l  process e f f i c i ency ,  is the  r a t i o  of 
t o t a l  usable energy produced from the  process t o  t o t a l  energy input t o  
the  process,  i.e., t he  t o t a l  energy consumed i n  operating the process 
p lus  t h e  l a t e n t  energy ava i l ab le  i n  the  amount of coa l  u t i l i z e d .  This 
va lue  can, of course, never exceed one. 

The th i rd ,  defined as thermal e f f ic iency ,  i s  the  r a t i o  of t o t a l  
usable  energy from the  process to  t o t a l  energy ava i l ab le  i n  t h e  amount 
of coa l  u t i l i zed .  Again, t h i s  value can never exceed one. 

The t o t a l  energy produced from the  process is the  sum of f i v e  
ind iv idua l  terms. These are the  hea t  of combustion of t he  dry product 
gas,  t he  heat of combustion of the  l i qu id  hydrocarbon byproducts, t he  
sens ib l e  heat of t h e  dry product gas, the  l a t e n t  and sens ib l e  heat of 
water vapor contained i n  the  wet product gas,  and the heat l o s s  t o  a s h  
and s t r a t a  surrounding the  coal seam. 

For the  purposes of t h i s  paper, the  t o t a l  usable energy produced 

No c r e d i t  is taken f o r  
from t h e  process is defined a s  the  sum of the  hea ts  of combustion of t h e  
dry  product gas and of t he  l i qu id  byproducts. 
e i t h e r  the  l a t e n t  o r  s ens ib l e  heats.  The r e s u l t s  of these ca l cu la t ions  
are shown i n  Table I. 

Table I. Energy Balance Results f o r  Hanna I1 

Phase 

I I1 I11 

Energy Return Ratio 5.3 4.5 4.5 

Thermal Efficiency (%) 82.7 89.0 76.3 

Overall  Process 
Efficiency (%) 71.5 74.3 65.3 
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Accomplishments of Hanna I1 

HaMa I1 yielded several outstanding accomplishments in the field 
of UCG using air injection. These were the following: 

1. Production of the highest gross heating value product gas over 
the longest duration ever reported. 

2. Operation at the highest thermal efficiencies ever reported. 

3. Highest production rate from any UCG test in the Free World. 

4. High overall sweep efficiency for parallel two-well patterns. 

5 .  The most thoroughly instrumented UCG test ever conducted. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the results of Hanna 11, a large number of predicted 
problem areas attributed to in situ coal gasification technology do not 
appear to be of significance. Stable operation at high production rates 
with relatively constant gas quality and composition have been achieved. 
Overall process and thermal efficiencies were high and resource recovery 
was excellent. No detectable gas leakage occurred based on nitrogen and 
argon balances. No shutdown due to equipment or process failure was 
encountered. 
to maintain the optimum air/water ratio appears feasible. 
planned at Hanna will concentrate on further demonstration of these 
conclusions and will address the major unknowns still associated with 
the in situ coal gasification process, i.e., the effects of subsidence 
and the determination of optimum and maximum well spacings. 

Process control based on adjustment of air injection rate 
Future tests 
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PROBLEMS SOLVED AND PROBLEMS NOT SOLVED I N  UCG 

Robert D. Gunn 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wyoming and the  
Energy Research and Development A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

Laramie Energy -Research Center 
P. 0. Box 3395, U n i v e r s i t y  S t a t i o n  

Laramie, Wyoming 82071 

I NTRODUCT ION 

Several d i f f e r e n t  processes o f  UCG (Underground Coal G a s i f i c a t i o n )  
a re  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  f l o r th  America. O f  these, t he  l i n k e d  v e r t i c a l  
w e l l  process, developed by the  Laramie Energy Research Center, has been 
f i e l d  t e s t e d  most e x t e n s i v e l y  and i s  c l o s e s t  t o  eventual  commerc ia l izat ion.  
There i s ,  consequently, s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  f u r t h e r  f i e l d  
t e s t i n g  o f  t h e  l i n k e d  v e r t i c a l  w e l l  process o r  minor v a r i a t i o n s  o f  i t . 
P a r t i a l  o r  complete i n d u s t r i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  i nvo l ved  i n  the  f i e l d  
t e s t i n g  programs o f  t h e  A l b e r t a  Research Counci l ,  Texas A6M U n i v e r s i t y ,  
and Texas U t i l i t i e s .  

Problems, some solved and some no t  solved, which a r e  associated 
w i t h  UCG a r e  d iscussed i n  t h i s  work. Discuss ion o f  these problems o u t l i n e s  
the  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  of t h e  l i n k e d  v e r t i c a l  w e l l  process. The purpose i s  
t o  p rov ide  pe rspec t i ve  concerning what has been accomplished a l ready and 
what remains y e t  to  be done on the  road t o  commerc ia l izat ion o f  UCG. 

PROBLEMS SOLVED 

1 .  Low Gas Q u a l i t y  

An appra i sa l  o f  wor ld-wide research e f f o r t s  i n  UCG through 1971 showed 
t h a t  no  f i e l d  experiments us ing  a i r  i n j e c t i o n  had c o n s i s t e n t l y  produced gas 
w i t h  a hea t ing  va lue o f  more than 4.7 - 5.1 MJ/m3 (120-130 B tu /sc f ) .  
most cases the gas h e a t i n g  values averaged less  than 3.9 tlJ/m3 (100 B tu /sc f )  
( I ) .  I n  c o n t r a s t  a l l  experiments conducted a t  Hanna, Wyoming, liave r e s u l t e d  
i n  heat ing va lues above 4.7 tlJ/m3 (120 B tu /sc f ) .  Dur ing the  best  c o n t r o l l e d  
o f  a l l  o f  the Hanna experiments, t he  Phase I I lianna I I t e s t ,  t h e  gas 
hea t ing  value averaged 6.7 MJ/m3 (171 B t d s c f )  a t  p roduc t i on  r a t e s  ex -  
ceeding 215,000 m3/day (8 m i  1 1  i on  sc f /day ) .  

I n  

The favo rab le  r e s u l t s  a t  Hanna stem from th ree  w e l l  de f i ned  c o n d i t i o n s :  

1 .  Favorable geo log ica l  cond i t i ons  (2 ,  3). An impervious shale 
o v e r l i e s  t h e  Hanna No. 1 coal  seam. The seam i s  r e l a t i v e l y  t h i c k ,  9 m. 
I t  l i e s  a t  s u f f i c i e n t  depth, 82-122 in, so t h a t  gas leakage t o  the su r face  
has n o t  occurred. A s i n g l e  a q u i f e r ,  o f  very  low p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  o v e r l i e s  
t h e  coa l  seam. 
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2. Subbituminous coal .  Mathematical m d e l  c a l c u l a t i o n s  show t h a t  
t he  hea t ing  va lue o f  gas produced from e i t h e r  l i g n i t e  o r  bituminous coa l  
should be lower than the  hea t ing  va lue o f  gas f rom subbituminous coa l .  
Gases produced by ca rbon iza t i on  o f  the coal  make up a s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t  
of the  fuel gases produced by UCG. Subbituminous coa l  has a h igh  v o l a t i l e  
content ;  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  t he  ca rbon iza t i on  gases a r e  r i c h  i n  methane. 

In  boreholes and l a r g e  channels, probably  the  most c r i t i c a l  chemical 
r e a c t i o n  i s  the steam-carbon r e a c t i o n  

C + H20 --> CO + H2 

which requ i res  a long residence t ime compared t o  s imple combustion. I n  an 
open borehole, o r  a borehole p a r t i a l l y  f i l l e d  w i t h  rubb le  and l a r g e  p ieces 
o f  coa l ,  t he re  i s  poor con tac t  between the  s o l i d  coa l  char and t h e  m i x t u r e  
o f  water  vapor and ho t  combustion gases. 

I n  con t ras t  i n  t h e  l i n k e d  v e r t i c a l  w e l l  process, no open borehole 
e x i s t s  between the  a i r  i n j e c t i o n  and gas p roduc t i on  we l l s .  Instead gases 
permeate through t h e  d r ied ,  p a r t i a l l y  d e v o l a t i l i z e d  coal .  Average 
p a r t i c l e  s ize,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  the Hanna No. 1 Seam, i s  on the o rde r  o f  one 
m i l l i m e t e r .  Because t h e r e  i s  i n t i m a t e  con tac t  between gases and s o l i d ,  
t he  g a s i f i c a t i o n  reac t i ons  a r e  more extens ive;  and gas h e a t i n g  values, 
consequently, a r e  h igher .  Bituminous coal  con ta ins  less v o l a t i l e  ma t te r  
and, t he re fo re ,  produces a lower hea t ing  va lue gas. L i g n i t e  has a h igh  
v o l a t i l e  content ,  b u t  on d e v o l a t i l i z a t i o n  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  methane i s  
produced and a lower q u a l i t y  gas i s  obtained. 

3. Contro l  o f  water i n f l u x .  Soviet  data from f i e l d  t e s t s  and com- 
merc ia l  ope ra t i ons  (4,  51, mathematical model c a l c u l a t i o n s  (6, 7, 8 ) ,  
and experimental r e s u l t s  from Hanna, Wyoming, (9, IO) a l l  v e r i f y  t h a t  a 
t o o  h i g h  water i n f l u x  can produce a major d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  gas q u a l i t y .  
The phys i ca l  reasons f o r  t he  d e l e t e r i o u s  e f f e c t  o f  water  have been 
discussed elsewhere (5, 6 ,  8, IO). Ejost western T e r t i a r y  coa l  seams a r e  
a q u i f e r s .  The Hanna No. 1 coal  seam, however, i s  a r e l a t i v e l y  unproduct ive 
a q u i f e r .  Therefore, i t  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  easy t o  a d j u s t  a i r  i n j e c t i o n  r a t e s  
t o  ma in ta in  a near optimum a i r / w a t e r  r a t i o .  

2. Decreasing Hea t ing  Value 

I n  many f i e l d  t e s t s  t h e  gas produced s t a r t e d  i n i t i a l l y  w i t h  a 
reasonable h e a t i n g  va lue which then dec l i ned  g radua l l y  t o  unacceptable 
values. Two mechanisms a r e  known which can cause t h i s  behavior :  

1 .  Use o f  boreholes. One method of coal  g a s i f i c a t i o n  i nvo l ves  the  
d r i l l i n g  o f  boreholes t o  connect t he  i n j e c t i o n  and t h e  p roduc t i on  w e l l .  
The coal  i s  i g n i t e d  then and g a s i f i e d  a long t h e  l eng th  o f  t he  borehole. 
I n  t h i s  process the  coal burns r a d i a l l y  outward, and the borehole increases 
i n  s ize.  As t h e  borehole grows i n  s i ze ,  more gas by-passes the  coal ;  and 
t h e  gas hea t ing  va lue d e t e r i o r a t e s  correspondingly .  
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2. Higher water influx for larger burned areas. Since many coal 
beds in the Vest are aquifers, water influx tends to increase as more and 
more surface is exposed by the combustion front. In addition, for larger 
burned out areas subsidence occurs establishing communication with 
overlying aquifers within the subsidence zone. 

With an exception discussed later in this paper, a drastic decline 
in gas heating value has not occurred during the Hanna field tests. The 
major reason is that the linked vertical well process used at Hanna is 
not a borehole method but a permeation method, that is, it is essentially 
a packed bed process. Packed beds are widely used in the chemical process 
industries. A principle, well known among process chemists and engineers, 
is that for satisfactory results channeling must be avoided in packed bed 
equipment such as chemical reactors, liquid-liquid extraction columns, and 
distillation towers. None of the Hanna field tests have yielded any 
definite evidence that open channels have been created. 

Thermal data from instrumented observation wells ( 1 1 ) .  flow rate and 
gas composition ineasurements (9 ,  121, and mathematical modeling ( 6 ,  7) 
have been used extensively in developing the foregoing description of the 
mechanics of the linked vertical well process. A s  more is learned about 
the process, it becomes increasingly clear that lignite and subbituminous 
coal properties are especially amenable to UCG. Both types of coal shrink 
on heating, and drying alone increases the coal permeability by about two 
orders of magnitude ( 1 3 ) .  It is these properties which permit reverse 
combustion linking and a permeation type gasification process to be used. 

3. Variability in Gas Quality and Gas Production Rates 

A wide variability in gas quality and production rates has been 
observed on an hourly or daily basis in many field experiments. The need 
for a constant gas flow rate, however, presents no real problem. It is 
readily achieved with a constant air injection rate and with the use of a 
flow control valve on the production line. 

At Hanna variations in gas heating values on the order of 5 to 10 
percent have been observed at a single well on a daily basis. This falls 
within the acceptable limits for the firing of large boilers. F o i  a 
commercial operation, however, many production wells would be in use 
simultaneously and the variability in the gas  composition^ would tend to 
average out. It i s  also noted that gas variability has been m r e  extreme 
in the borehole or streaming methods of UCG. 

4. Low Thermal (Cold Gas) Efficiency 

In this work thermal efficiency is defined as the upper heating 
value of dry gas and liquids produced divided by the heating value of the 
coal consumed. Consistent with this definition, sensible heat is not 
included nor i s  the latent heat of any water vapor in the gas. 

The instrumentation used during the Hanna field tests permits a 
accurate determination of the thermal efficiency. These efficiencies 
are the highest ever recorded. The Phase I I  Hanna I I  test achieved an 
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e f f i c i e n c y  o f  89 percent  f o r  the e n t i r e  25 days o f  t he  t e s t  du r ing  which 
2300 tonnes (2500 tons)  of coal  were consumed. 

Such h i g h  e f f i c i e n c i e s  a r e  r e a d i l y  achieved under good opera t i ng  
The m n y  f e e t  o f  e a r t h  o v e r l y i n g  and under l y ing  the  coal cond i t i ons .  

seam p rov ide  e x c e l l e n t  i n s u l a t i o n .  I n  t h i c k  coal  seams, the re fo re ,  t he  
LiCG process operates n e a r l y  a d i a b a t i c a l l y .  Most o f  the thermal energy 
re leased from the  combustion o f  coa l  char and a i r  must be produced a t  t he  
su r face  i n  t h e  form o f  s e n s i b l e  and l a t e n t  heat and i n  the  h e a t i n g  va lue  
o f  t h e  gas produced, i .e.,  chemical heat. The s e n s i b l e  heat  i s  a less 
convenient form o f  energy because i t  can be t ranspor ted  o n l y  over  very 
s h o r t  d is tances.  

I n  the borehole o r  s t reaming method o f  UCG a s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  

. the t o t a l  energy re leased appears a t  t he  su r face  in  the  form o f  s e n s i b l e  
the  hot combustion gases by-pass the  coal and a considerable p o r t i o n  o f  

heat. I n  permeation processes o n l y  a smal l  p o r t i o n  o f  t he  energy goes 
i n t o  sens ib le  heat. The combustion gases i n t i m a t e l y  con tac t  t he  coa l ,  
and most o f  t h e  sens ib le  heat i s  used up f o r  t h e  h i g h l y  endothermic 
steam-char r e a c t i o n  which produces a combust ib le  gas. 

A number o f  cond i t i ons  can lead  t o  lower thermal e f f i c i e n c i e s  as 
w e l l  as lower gas h e a t i n g  values. 

1 .  Th in  coa l  seams. A l a r g e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  energy i s  l o s t  to t h e  
surrounding rock format ions.  

2. Very h i g h  ash coa l  (over  50 pe rcen t ) .  A s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  thermal energy i s  taken up by the  ash. 

3.  Low a i r  i n j e c t i o n  ra tes .  Gas res idence t i m e  underground i s  
longer ,  and a l a r g e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  energy i s  l o s t  t o  the surroundings. 
Very low a i r  f l o w  r a t e s  a l s o  r e s u l t  i n  lower r e a c t i o n  zone temperatures. 

4. Gas channeling. Th is  r e s u l t s  i n  poor con tac t  between gases and 
coa l .  

5. Too h i g h  water  i n f l u x .  Vapor i za t i on  o f  t h e  water uses up much 
o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  thermal energy. 

6 .  Gas leakage. 

The mathematical model mentioned in  t h i s  paper can be used t o  q u a n t i f y  
i n d i v i d u a l  e f f e c t s  l i s t e d  above. 
s y n e r g i s t i c  i n f l u e n c e  o f  two o r  more o f  these e f f e c t s  a c t i n g  s imul taneously .  
More d e t a i l e d  d iscuss ions o f  t he  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  energy du r ing  the  UCG 
process have been repo r ted  f o r  t he  Hanna f i e l d  t e s t s  (5, 6, 7, 10). 

5. Low Resource Recovery 

It can a l s o  be used t o  q u a n t i f y  t h e  

I n  the borehole o r  s t reaming method o f  UC6, t h e  combustion f r o n t  tends 
t o  t r a v e l  down the  borehole r a t h e r  r a p i d l y  and t o  break through t o  t h e  pro- 
duc t i on  w e l l .  
below acceptable l eve l s .  Cnder these circumstances, a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  the 

Once t h i s  occurs the  gas q u a l i t y  d e t e r i o r a t e s  very r a p i d l y  
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coa l  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be by-passed, and energy recovery i s  low. In  a l l  t e s t s  o f  
t he  l i n k e d  v e r t i c a l  w e l l  process a t  Hanna, Wyoming, t h e  combustion zone 
advanced a long a broad f r o n t ,  and m s t  o f  t he  coal  i n  p lace was consumed. 
For example, F i g u r e  1 shows t h e  w e l l  l ayou t  f o r  Phases I I  and I l l  o f  the  
Hanna I I  experiment. Wells 5, 6, 7, and 8 a r e  p roduc t i on  and a i r  i n j e c t i o n  
w e l l s .  L e t t e r s  A t o  0 i n d i c a t e  inst rumented obse rva t i on  w e l l s  w i t h  
the rmcoup les  a t  seve ra l  l e v e l s  w i t h i n  the  coa l  seam. Wi th t h e  thermal 
data i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t r a c k  the  progress o f  t h e  combustion zone. These 
data show t h a t  t h e  combustion f r o n t  burned through a l l  w e l l s  w i t h i n  the  
60 f oo t  square p a t t e r n  except w e l l  K. I t  i s  concluded, the re fo re ,  t h a t  
t h e  a rea l  sweep e f f i c i e n c y  i s  w e l l  ove r  80 percent .  

The square w e l l  p a t t e r n  shown i n  F igu re  1 conta ined 4170 tonnes (4600 
tons) o f  coa l .  M a t e r i a l  balance c a l c u l a t i o n s  based on the carbon content  
o f  produced gases show t h a t  about 6070 tonnes (6690 tons)  o f  coal  were 
consumed (9, 14) .  Obviously considerable bu rn ing  occu r red  o u t s i d e  t h e  
square p a t t e r n .  In  f a c t ,  t he  combustion zone burned through to w e l l  A b u t  
n o t  t o  w e l l  N on t h e  oppos i te  s i d e  o f  t he  p a t t e r n .  A t  t he  same t ime  cores 
o f  coal taken near burned o u t  reg ions have shown no r e a l  evidence o f  p a r t i a l  
u t i l i z a t i o n  of  c o a l .  i.e., cored coa l  samples i n d i c a t e  no s u b s t a n t i a l  
ca rbon iza t i on  (15). I t  i s  i n f e r r e d ,  t he re fo re ,  t h a t  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  coal 
contacted by the  combustion f r o n t  i s  complete ly  q a s i f i e d .  

A two dimensional mathematical model developed f o r  UCG shows reasonable 
agreement w i t h  f i e l d  performance determined by thermal measurements and 
ma te r ia l  balance c a l c u l a t i o n s  (16). When work on t h i s  model i s  completed, 
i t  w i l l  be p o s s i b l e  t o  p r e d i c t  the shape o f  t h e  combustion zone for any 
g i ven  w e l l  pa t te rn .  

6. Overa l l  Process E f f i c i e n c y  

The o v e r a l l  process e f f i c i e n c y  i s  de f i ned  here as the  upper h e a t i n g  
va lue o f  d ry  gas and l i q u i d s  produced d i v i d e d  by t h e  hea t ing  va lue  o f  the 
coal  consumed p l u s  a l l  energy consumed on s i t e  f o r  gas compression, 
u t i l i t i e s ,  e tc .  A l l  t e s t s  w i t h  t h e  l i n k e d  v e r t i c a l  w e l l  process a t  Hanna, 
Wyoming, have shown t h a t  UCG i s  an e f f i c i e n t  method o f  energy recovery (IO). 
T y p i c a l l y  about I4 percent  o f  the  energy produced i s  consumed f o r  gas 
compression and o t h e r  purposes. Most o f  t h e  energy consumption i s  f o r  
gas compression. Therefore,  t he  14 percent  f i g u r e  can be g r e a t l y  reduced 
by o p t i m i z i n g  t h e  s i z e  o f  w e l l  cas ing  and su r face  p i p i n g  and u t i l i z i n g  
e f f i c i e n t  a i r  compression equipment. 
f o r  a w e l l  spacing o f  18 m (60 f e e t ) ,  pressure losses a r e  o n l y  0.7-2.0 N/m2 
( 1 - 3  p s i )  even a t  a i r  i n j e c t i o n  r a t e s  o f  120,000 m3/day (4.5 m i l l i o n  scf /day) .  
Thus, ve ry  l i t t l e  energy i s  l o s t  i n  f o r c i n g  a i r  through the  coa l  seam 
because o f  t he  g r e a t  p e r m e a b i l i t y  o f  l i g n i t e  and subbituminous coal  a f t e r  
d r y i n g  and d e v o l a t i l i z a t i o n  by reverse combustion. Overa l l  process e f -  
f i c i e n c i e s  range from 65 t o  74 percent  f o r  t he  l i n k e d  v e r t i c a l  w e l l  t e s t s  
conducted a t  Hanna, Wyoming (IO). 

Pressure measurements show t h a t  

7. Contro l  o f  Combustion F r o n t  

In  a permeation t ype  method o f  UCG such as the  l i n k e d  v e r t i c a l  w e l l  
process, c o n t r o l  o f  t he  d i r e c t i o n  and r a t e  o f  progress o f  t he  combustion 
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front i s  achieved through s e l e c t i o n  of  t h e  p a t t e r n  f o r  p roduc t i on  and 
i n j e c t i o n  w e l l s  and through c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a i r  i n j e c t i o n  ra te .  A two 
dimensional mathematical model descr ibed by Jennings e t  a l .  (IO) has been 
used t o  p r e d i c t  l o c a t i o n  and shape o f  t he  combustion zone w i t h  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
accuracy. The theory requ i res  f u r t h e r  v e r i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  m u l t i w e l l  pa t te rns .  

8. Equipment Re1 i a b i  1 i t y  

Equipment f a i l u r e s  have severe ly  plagued research on su r face  coal 
g a s i f i c a t i o n  processes. Th is  has no t  been t r u e  w i t h  UCG (19). The h i g h  
l e v e l  o f  equipment dependab i l i t y  i n  UCG r e s u l t s  from two cond i t i ons ,  t h e  
g rea t  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  t he  surface i n s t a l l a t i o n s  requ i red  and the  r e l a t i v e l y  
low temperatures o f  gases produced. 

9. Lack o f  P red ic tab i  1 i t y  

A f requent  compla in t  has been t h a t  UCG i s  h i g h l y  unp red ic tab le ;  
t he re fo re ,  r e l i a b l e  engineer ing des ign was not  p o s s i b l e  p resen t ing  a 
major obs tac le  t o  commerc ia l izat ion of  i n  s i t u  coa l  g a s i f i c a t i o n .  I n  the  
pas t  t h i s  has undoubtedly been t rue ,  b u t  t h e  r e s u l t s  from t h e  l a t e s t  t e s t  
a t  Hanna s t r o n g l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t he  problem i s  c l o s e  t o  s o l u t i o n .  

Although UCG i s  no t  ye t  ready f o r  commerc ia l izat ion,  t h a t  t ime i s  
approaching r a p i d l y .  A t  the present ,  understanding o f  t h e  phys i ca l  and 
chemical mechanisms c o n t r o l l i n g  UCG i s  f a r  more complete than o f  many 
competing coa l  g a s i f i c a t i o n  processes. 
has resu l ted  from th ree  developments: ex tens i ve  i ns t rumen ta t i on  o f  f i e l d  
experiments, a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  computers l a r g e  and small  (20) ,  and the  
development of  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  models capable o f  p r e d i c t i n g  accu ra te l y  f i e l d  
t e s t  performance. 

T h i s  g r e a t l y  increased understanding 

IO. S i t e  S p e c i f i c i t y  

The very favo rab le  r e s u l t s  ob ta ined  from UCG f i e l d  t e s t s  a t  Hanna, 
Wyoming, have not  been dup l i ca ted  anywhere e l s e  in  the world. I t  might 
be concluded t h a t  success i s  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h e  Hanna s i t e .  Th i s  i s  no t  t he  
case, however. Most o f  t h e  parameters e s s e n t i a l  t o  successfu l  UCG have 
been i d e n t i f i e d  through the  use o f  mathematical models and o f  massive 
amounts o f  data acqui red du r ing  f o u r  years o f  f i e l d  t e s t i n g .  
a number o f  favorable f a c t o r s  have c o n t r i b u t e d  g r e a t l y  t o  successfu l  t e s t s  
a t  Hanna, Wyoming; severa l  o f  these f a c t o r s  have been discussed a l ready  
( r e f e r  t o  i t em 1 .  Low Gas Q u a l i t y ) .  These f a c t o r s ,  however, a r e  by no 
means unique t o  the  Hanna coal f i e l d  b u t  occur  i n  many i f  n o t  m s t  areas 
o f  t he  West. 

Undoubtedly 

PROBLEMS NOT SOLVED 

No at tempt  i s  made here t o  d iscuss a l l  research problems which remain 
unsolved because, even w i t h  proven processes, new problems f requen t l y  
a r i s e .  Instead problems which remain unsolved a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  as one o f  
t h ree  types as a bas i s  f o r  d iscuss ion.  
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C r i t i c a l  problems. These a r e  problems which, i f  not  resolved favo r -  
ab ly ,  w i l l  have a major  harmful impact on the commerc ia l i za t i on  o f  UCG. 
Only t w o  problems o f  t h i s  type a r e  known, subsidence and excess ive water  
i n f l u x .  

N o n - c r i t i c a l  problems. These a re  problems which can have a major 
economic impact, bu t  which w i l l  n o t  prevent  commerc ia l izat ion even i f  no 
favorable s o l u t i o n  i s  found. Uncer ta in t y  concern ing maximum w e l l  spacing 
i s  such a problem. 

Developmental problems. These a r e  problems which r e q u i r e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
o f  o f f - t h e - s h e l f  technology, o r  a r e  problems which may r e q u i r e  new tech- 
nology bu t  w i l l  n o t  have a major economic impact on t h e  process. Gas 
clean.-up i s  such a problem. 

1 1. Subsidence 

Subsidence i s  p robab ly  t h e  most impor tant  s i n g l e  obs tac le  t o  com- 
m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  of UCG. Because o f  f i s c a l  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  t h e  t e s t s  a t  Hanna 
have been l i m i t e d  to two and f o u r  w e l l  p a t t e r n s  w i t h  60 f o o t  spacing. Wi th  
t h i s  spacing no subsidence has been observed a t  t h e  sur face,  a l though 
subsurface cav ing  o f  t h e  roo f  has occurred d i r e c t l y  over  areas of  burned 
o u t  coal .  

When l a r g e r  UCG p a t t e r n s  a r e  used, subsidence o f  t he  su r face  w i  1 1  
occur i n e v i t a b l y .  A t  many loca t i ons  i n  t h e  western s t a t e s  t h i s  i s  n o t  an 
insurmountable problem. Even w i t h  ex tens i ve  subsidence, the su r face  i s  
less d i s t u r b e d  than i t  would be by s t r i p  mining. 

There are, however, t h r e e  m j o r  problems associated w i t h  subsidence: 

1. D i s r u p t i o n  o f  o v e r l y i n g  aqu i fe rs .  A ve ry  s e n s i t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  
issue i n  a r i d  reg ions.  

2. Establ  ishment o f  communication w i t h  o v e r l y i n g  a q u i f e r s  through 
subsidence and consequent f l o o d i n g  o f  t h e  combustion zone. 

3. Gas leakage t o  a q u i f e r s  and p o s s i b l y  to the  surface. 

Only f u t u r e  f i e l d  t e s t s  w i t h  l a r g e  p a t t e r n s  can determine t o  what 
ex ten t  t he  fo rego ing  harmfu l  e f f e c t s  can be minimized. 

O f  course, i f  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  subsidence should prove i n t o l e r a b l e  i n  
a g iven s i t u a t i o n ,  i t  cou ld  be avoided e n t i r e l y  by u t i l i z i n g  smal l  i s o l a t e d  
burn pa t te rns .  T h i s  would be p r a c t i c a l  o n l y  i f  the rock overburden had 
s u f f i c i e n t  s t r u c t u r a l  s t r e n g t h  as i t  does a t  Hanna. 
i n  an u n f o r t u n a t e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  the amount o f  recoverable coal .  

I t  would r e s u l t  a l so  

12. Excessive Water I n f l u x  

V i r g i n  coa l  i n  t h e  Hanna No. 1 seam has low p e r m e a b i l i t y  and i s  a very 
unproduct ive a q u i f e r .  For t h i s  reason, i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  ma in ta in  a nea r l y  
optimum w a t e r / a i r  r a t i o  (moles water produced from t h e  coa l  seam/moles a i r  
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i n j e c t e d )  a t  reasonable a i r  i n j e c t i o n  ra tes .  T h i s  was t r u e  f o r  Phases I and 
I I  o f  t h e  Hanna I I  experiment. Both o f  these t e s t s  i nvo l ved  o n l y  two w e l l s  
spaced 16 m apa r t  f o r  Phase I and 18 m a p a r t  f o r  Phase I I .  

Both the hea t ing  va lue of gas produced and t h e  thermal e f f i c i e n c y  o f  
t h e  process were much lower f o r  Phase I l l  than f o r  the prev ious two t e s t s .  
F i e l d  da ta  (9, IO) and c a l c u l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  mathematical model (8) b o t h  
conf i rmed t h a t  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  r e s u l t s  ob ta ined  i n  the  Phase I l l  t e s t  
r e s u l t e d  from an excess ive i n f l u x  o f  water .  Phys i ca l  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
a i r  i n j e c t i o n  system prevented adjustment  o f  t h e  w a t e r / a i r  r a t i o .  

Phase I l l  i nvo l ved  a f o u r  w e l l  t e s t  pa t te rn .  Thus, t he  r e a c t i o n  zone 
was exposed t o  a much l a r g e r  area o f  wa te r  dra inage from t h e  coal  seam. 
A l s o  the l a rge r  burn area may have promoted g r e a t e r  cav ing  of t h e  roof  and 
communication w i t h  an o v e r l y i n g  a q u i f e r .  

Excessive water  i n f l u x  can be c o n t r o l l e d  i n  four  ways: 

1 .  Use o f  dewater ing we l l s .  

2. Carefu l  pressure c o n t r o l .  

3. Adjustment o f  t h e  a i r  i n j e c t i o n  r a t e .  

4. G a s i f i c a t i o n  i n  an up d i p  d i r e c t i o n .  

The degree o f  success t h a t  can be achieved w i t h  these c o n t r o l  measures can 
o n l y  be proven w i t h  t h e  use o f  l a r g e  w e l l  p a t t e r n s  i n  f u t u r e  t e s t s .  

13. Maximum Well Spacing and Depth 

Factors  a f f e c t i n g  maximum we1 1 spac ing and depth a r e  l a r g e l y  c o n j e c t u r a l  
and have not  been i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  f i e l d  t e s t s .  Maximum depth a t  which the  
process i s  workable i s  an impor tant  i n d i c a t o r  o f  t he  amount o f  coal  t h a t  may 
be s u i t a b l e  f o r  UCG. Maximum w e l l  spacing i s  impor tant  because the  d r i l l i n g  
and complet ion o f  w e l l s  i s  a major cos t  i t em i n  the  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a UCG 
p r o j e c t .  Ne i the r  i s  a c r i t i c a l  problem, however. There a r e  vas t  depos i t s  
o f  coal a v a i l a b l e  a t  depths a l ready  t e s t e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  w i t h  UCG. Economic 
s tud ies  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  UCG even w i t h  t h e  c lose  spacing used a t  Hanna, Wyoming, 
may be compe t i t i ve  a l ready  w i t h  some i n t r a s t a t e  n a t u r a l  gas p r i c e s  (21). 

14. Bituminous Coal 

I t  has been emphasized e a r l i e r  t h a t  t h e  l i n k e d  v e r t i c a l  w e l l  process i s  
a permeation method and t h a t  t h i s  f a c t  has been respons ib le  f o r  much o f  t he  
success o f  t h e  Hanna t e s t s .  L i g n i t e  and subbituminous coal s h r i n k  on 
d r y i n g  and ca rbon iza t i on .  Th is  pe rm i t s  the  use o f  reverse combustion 
l i n k i n g ,  and the  establ ishment  o f  a permeat ion process du r ing  forward g a s i f i -  
c a t i o n .  A t  t h i s  t ime i t  i s  no t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  l i n k e d  v e r t i c a l  w e l l  process 
can be used success fu l l y  i n  eas te rn  b i tuminous coal  which s w e l l s  on hea t ing .  
Because of the  l a r g e  popu la t i on  o f  t h e  eas te rn  s ta tes ,  i t  i s  impor tant  t o  
t e s t  t h e  v i a b i l i t y  o f  UCG i n  eas te rn  c o a l .  However, t h i s  i s  n o t  c lassed  as 
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a c r i t i c a l  problem, t h a t  i s ,  a problem c r i t i c a l  t o  commerc ia l izat ion o f  UCG. 
Regardless of t h e  outcome o f  eastern tes ts ,  UCG remains a workable process 
i n  l i g n i t e  and subbituminous coal .  

15. Gas Clean-up 

Gas t reatment  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  as an unsolved problem because i t  has no t  
been at tempted o r  demonstrated i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Gas analyses, however, i n d i -  
cate t h a t  o n l y  e x i s t i n g  technology i s  requ i red  for gas c lean-up which i s  
p r i m a r i l y  a developmental problem. 

Coal gas f r o m  coke ovens o r  L u r g i  g a s i f i e r s  con ta ins  heavy t a r s  and 
much p a r t i c u l a t e  mat ter .  Extens ive and r e l a t i v e l y  expensive clean-up i s  
requi red f o r  t hese  gases, and t h e  h i g h l y  v iscous coal t a r s  tend t o  p l u g  
valves o r  o t h e r  equipment. 

In c o n t r a s t  gas from UCG i s  much c leaner .  The condensed l i q u i d s  cause 
fewer problems than  t y p i c a l  coal t a r s  because o f  the d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e i r  
phys i ca l  p r o p e r t i e s .  The l i q u i d s  f rom UCG have a low v i s c o s i t y  s i m i l a r  
t o  tha t  o f  o i l s .  None of t h e  m a t e r i a l  has a b o i l i n g  p o i n t  above 780 K 
(950" F) .  A l m s t  a q u a r t e r  of t he  more t y p i c a l  coa l  t a r  de r i ved  from the 
l a b o r a t o r y  c a r b o n i z a t i o n  o f  Hanna No. 1 coa l  was composed o f  res idue w i t h  
a b o i l i n g  p o i n t  above 810 K ( l O O O o  F) (17). 

P a r t i c u l a t e  concen t ra t i ons  and composit ions have been repo r ted  as w e l l  
as t race metal analyses (18). Dur ing forward combustion p a r t i c u l a t e  loading 
has v a r i e d  from 0.05 t o  0.90 gm/m3. About 1/2 to 2/3 weight  f r a c t i o n  o f  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a t e  ma t te r  c o l l e c t e d  f a l l s  i n  t h e  submicron range. Analyses 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  c o n s i s t s  o f  p a r t i a l l y  carbonized coal  ,and coa l  char. 

S u l f u r  i s  produced i n ' t h e  form o f  hydrogen s u l f i d e  and no s u l f u r  
d i o x i d e  has been measured. 
much more e a s i l y  from t h e  gas than s u l f u r  d i o x i d e .  

Hydrogen s u l f i d e ,  o f  course, can be scrubbed 

Gas p r o d u c t i o n  temperatures u s u a l l y  range between 510-590 K (450-600" F). 
Thus, h i g h  temperature c lean-up i s  n o t  needed, and e x i s t i n g  technology 
appears t o  be adequate f o r  gas t reatment .  

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

F i f t e e n  major  t echn ica l  problems assoc ia ted  w i t h  UCG have been discussed. 
Ten problems have been l a r g e l y  solved, f i v e  remain unsolved. O f  the f i v e ,  
i t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  o n l y  two, subsidence and excess ive water  i n f l u x ,  can 
present  p o t e n t i a l l y  major obs tac les  t o  commercial i z a t i o n  o f  UCG. The Laramie 
Energy Research Center has had v i r t u a l l y  no f i e l d  exper ience 'w i th  e i t h e r  
problem because they  become major ones o n l y  w i t h  l a rge  w e l l  pa t te rns  which 
have y e t  t o  be f i e l d  tes ted .  
should determine w i t h i n  the next  few years i f  these two problems can be 
resolved favo rab ly .  

However, proposed l a r g e  area f i e l d  experiments 
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DESCRIPTIONS OF RFVERSE COMBUSTION LINKAGE AND 
FORWARD GASPICATION DURING UNDERGROUND COAL GASIFICATION 

p. J. Hommert and S. G. Beard 

Sandia Laboratories 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87115 

INTRODUCTION 

From March t o  Ju ly  1976 the Laramie Energy Research Center ( L E X )  conducted 
Phases 2 and 3 of t h e  Hanna I1 Underground Coal Gasification (UCG) Experiment i n  
a 3Gft  subbituminous coal seam located a t  a depth of 270 f ee t  near Hanna, Wyoming ( 
"he t e s t  was extensively instrumented by Sandia Laboratories with the objectives o f  
both measuring the i n  s i t u  process d i r ec t ly  and developing remote measurement 
techniques tha t  would be  appropriate for monitoring future large scale gasification 
projects.  Primary among the  remote techniques were passive acoustic, induced 
seismic and e l e c t r i c a l  (2) .  While t h e  data i n  these areas are s t i l l  undergoing 
analysis,  the techniques appear promising i n  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  detect regions of 
affected coal and thereby provide real-time measurement of the process movement. 
In addition t o  these remote techniques, extensive thermal data were obtained during 
the t e s t  by thermocouples located within t h e  coal seam. This paper presents infor-  
mation about t h i s  gasif icat ion t e s t  obtained from an analysis of a portion of these 
thermal data. 

1). 

DESCRIFTION OF EXPERIMENT 

The t e s t  u t i l i zed  the linked ve r t i ca l  well  concept f o r  thick seam gasification. 
As applied a t  Hama t h i s  involves essent ia l ly  a two-step process. F i r s t ,  a high 
permeability l ink between the  process wells i s  established by means of reverse 
combustion. 
a t  t he  other. 
a i r  flow towards the in jec t ion  well. 
seam a t  lower pressures increases substantially,  t he  direction of f ront  movement 
reverses, and forward gasif icat ion proceeds from t h e  injection w e l l  toward the 
production well. 

This involves inject ion of high pressure a i r  a t  one well  and ignition 

Once the  link i s  complete, a i r  flow into the 
A combustion front  is then drawn from the ignit ion source against t h e  

Figure 1 indicates the process and instrumentation well  pattern fo r  the Hanna I1 
experiment. 
with other measurement devices, typical ly  eigbt Chromel/Alumel thermocouples a t  
d i f ferent  locations within t h e  coal seam. 
the overburden. 

The letter-designated Sandia instrumentation wells contained, along 

Additional thermocouples were located i n  

The experiment was conducted i n  two parts.* Phase 2 involved linkage and 
gasification between process Wells 5 and 6. 
drive the 5-6 burn a s  a l i ne  toward the 7-8 well  l i ne ;  however, t h i s  proved unsuccess- 
f u l  and the bulk of Phase 3 consisted of two-well gasif icat ion similar t o  the  5-6 
burn. Most of the interpretat ions presented herein deal with the more heavily 
instrumented Phase 2 pa r t  of the experiment. 

Phase 3 was i n i t i a l l y  an attempt t o  

*Phases 2 and 3 were conducted between Days 96 and 152, and Days 152 and 2U (19761, 
respectively. 
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ANALYSIS 

The majority of the  thermal data obtained during the  t e s t  show very rapid 
temperature r i ses .  
flows and/or the  d i rec t  passage of the  combustion front .  
temperature r i s e s  seen during cer ta in  par t s  of t h e  t e s t  which appear t o  be  t h e  
resu l t  of conduction from a high temperature region. In par t icular ,  these responses 
were observed during reverse combustion linkage and the  l a t e r  stages of forward 
gasification. Such data can b e  analyzed by conduction models t o  provide information 
about the  high temperature regions. 
inverse problem; i . e . ,  the  source w i l l  be  characterized by observations Of i t s  Output. 

The approach taken f o r  solving t h e  inverse problem i n  th i s  paper i s  tha t  of 

This i s  t h e  resu l t  of sudden exposure t o  high temperature gas 
There are, however, 

The analysis const i tutes  the solution of an 

minimizing a leas t  squares comparison of measured data and model calculations. 
determines a solution range f o r  the  conduction model parameters. 
and simplex techniques are used t o  perform the  optimization. 

This 
Both random search 

Linkage Analysis 

During reverse combustion linkage, t h e  affected coal  i s  confined t o  a narrow 
region due t o  the l o w  flow r a t e s  and the  fac t  that thermal energy i s  propagated 
in to  the  virgin coal  predominantly by conduction (an inef f ic ien t  t ransfer  mechanism 
i n  coal). Thus, f o r  analysis purposes, the link8ge path i s  modeled as a cyl indrical  
path of radius a and average temperature, TH. 
difference calculations were made which included the  e f fec ts  of temperature dependent 
thermal conductivity and water vaporization. 
below 200°F, the  constant property ana ly t ica l  expression (3), 

Using this model, numerical f i n i t e  

Results indicate t h a t  f o r  responses 

T ( r , t )  = (TH-TA) (a/r)1/2erfc( (r/a-1)/2(at/a2)’I2) + TA 

can f i t  the  numerically generated r e s u l t s  within f 5% by adjusting the  thermal 
diffusivi ty ,  a, as an empirical function of TH. 
ambient temperature, r is the rad ia l  dis tance from the  sensor t o  +he center of t h e  
path and t is the  time since the a r r i v a l  of the  path i n  the  v ic in i ty  of the sensor. 
Equation 1 was used t o  analyze a l l  t h e  low temperature (< 200°F) responses seen 
during the  Phase 2 linkage. 
there  were thermal responses of at  l e a s t  5’F a t  17 sensor locations w i t h  a t  l e a s t  
one i n  each of the  eight wells nearest t h e  l i n e  between process Wells 5 and 6. 
data a re  sham i n  Figure 2 with the  remainder of t h e  responses i n  these eight w e l l s  
during Phase 2. 
of the coal seam. 
a temperature suff ic ient  f o r  gasif icat ion (taken here as  1500°F) or at an indication 
of thermocouple fa i lure .  

In  Equation 1, T i s  t h e  i n i t i a l  

During t h e  period f r o m  igni t ion on Day 94 t o  Day 114, 

Tnese 

The thermocouple locations a re  expressed i n  f e e t  from t h e  bottom 
For l e g i b i l i t y  the responses are truncated once a leve l  reaches 

The optimization routines re turn values f o r  a, TH, and the posi t ion coordinates 
necessary t o  specify r. 
Wells D and 0, between Wells F and G and between Wells A and C. 
Wells E and B indicate  that t h e  linkage path passed d i rec t ly  by these w e l l s .  
the  speed with which it passed between them and the  fact tha t  t h e  E-B l i n e  coincides 
with a major f racture  direct ion makes it plausible tha t  the path proceeded along a 
fissure near these two wells. 
appropriately analyzed with a conduction model. 

Least squares comparisons were made i n  four regions: near 

Also, 
The responses i n  

Therefore, t h e  data  from these wells could not b e  

The early responses sham i n  Figure 2 along the  Well A-C-F-G‘line indicate  the 
The leveling off seen i n  the  5 - f t  response presence of two separate linkage paths. 
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i n  Well C indicates t h a t  the path near th i s  wel l  probably did not f u l l y  develop. 
The temperature responses seen i n  the two levels  i n  Well C and one l e v e l  in  Well A 
are  consistent with a linkage path of equal s ize  and temperature t o  t h a t  passing 
between Wells F and G b u t  one t h a t  begins t o  cool rapidly a f t e r  about Day 11%. 
A t  approximately the  same t i m e ,  t h e  F-G linkage path proceeded rapidly from Well E 
t o  B which would make t h i s  path t h e  preferred f l o w  direction. 

Figures 3 and 4 summarize the  resu l t s  of the analysis of  linkage data using 
Equation l w h e r e  f o r  the A-C path an addi t ional  term i s  added t o  account for  cooling 
af ter  Day 106. Figure 3 compares typ ica l  calculated and measured responses for a 
number of different  sensor locations. Figure 4 shows the  r e l a t i v e  position and 
s ize  of the linkage paths with respect t o  the  instrumentation wells. 

A number of statements concerning linkage can be made as a r e s u l t  of the 
analysis. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7.  

Typically, t h e  i n i t i a l  temperature increase shown by the measured data  i s  
greater than that predicted. This i s  consistent with the idea t h a t  the i n i t i a l  
pulse comes from the most act ive combustion zone whereas t h e  long term response 
i s  indicat ive of the average temperatures i n  the  path behind the  combustion 
f ront .  !Chese temperatures are, of  course, lower than the peak combustion 
temperatures. 

The low thermal conductivity of coal  r e s u l t s  i n  la rge  temperature gradients so 
t h a t  small changes i n  distance resu l t  i n  la rge  temperature changes. Thus, t h e  
most accurate interpretat ions that  can be made from t h e  analyses are  those 
re la t ing  t o  position. 

Results consis tent ly  indicate  effective diameters f o r  the linkage path i n  the 
range 2.5 t o  3.5 f t .  

The analysis cannot determine accurately t h e  temperature of t h e  path, because 
temperature has a weak effect  on response, and it i s  also sensi t ive t o  fluctuations 
i n  flowrate. Therefore, t h e  responses r e s u l t  from heat sources whose strengths 
may vary widely Over the  measurement time. 
t u r e s  of 900 t3  1300°F. 

The analysis places the center of the  primary linkage path 5 f t  from Well D, 
3.5 f t  from Well 0, and 4 ft from Well G. Similarly, the other path i s  4 f t  
f rom Well D and 4.5 ft from Well C. 

I n  a l l  the  linkage da ta  there  i s  no evidence of thermal override i n  the  coal  seam. 
The Well A-C path remains about 6 f t  from t h e  bottom of t h e  coal seam and the 
Well F-G path about 5.5 f t  f r o m  the bottom. 

None of the l o w  temperature responses are  inconsistent with e i ther  t h e  analyt ical  
model i t s e l f  or the  interpretat ions resu l t ing  f r o m  the analysis. However, because 
of t h e  nature of inverse problems (especially when there  a re  many unknowns), these 
resu l t s  do not preclude the possibi l i ty  of other mechanisms or models accounting 
for the observed responses. 

The analysis does indicate  path tempera- 

Gasification Analysis 

I n  addition t o  the da ta  obtained during linkage, t h e  responses measured l a t e r  by 
sensors outside the gasif ied zone can b e  analyzed w i t h  conduction models t o  determine 
t h e  boundary of the  affected coal zone i n  the v ic in i ty  of the sensor. 
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When analyzing thermal responses during forward combustion, it i s  important t o  
recognize tha t  cer ta in  regions of the  v i rg in  coal can b e  heated by convective gas flows 
i n  addition t o  possible conduction. In  such regions a pure conduction analysis 
would not be appropriate. 
temperature increases i n  Wells H, I, and J can be considered as primarily due t o  
conduction. 
f l o w  paths established during Phase 2, and two-dimensional isothermal compressible 
flow calculations indicate  t h a t  a t  such distances there i s  very l i t t l e  gas f l o w  i n  
t h e  v i rg in  coal. 
pr ior  t o  the  upturn which has  been characterized as due t o  conduction. Therefore, 
conduction models are appropriate f o r  analyzing the  responses i n  these w e l l s  as 
affirmed by the  excellent agreement so obtained between calculations and measured 
data. 

A number of fac tors ,  however, indicate  t h a t  the i n i t i a l  

A l l  these wells l i e  20-30 f t  away f r o m  t h e  i n i t i a l  high permeability 

Also, none of the thermocouples show any signif icant  preheating 

The model chosen t o  analyze these responses i s  t h a t  of a f ixed w a l l  which 

In  order t o  account f o r  boundary movement a dumq i n i t i a l  time 
experiences a s tep jump i n  temperature t o  some typica l  gasif ied zone value at the  
i n i t i a l  t i m e .  
increment i s  used. This t i m e  increment allows f o r  the  establishment of a preheat 
zone which models t h e  thermal prof i le  preceding a slowly moving boundary. 
dimensional calculations show tha t ,  due t o  the  insulat ing propert ies  of the  coal, a 
one-dimensional expression can be used t o  determine t h e  normal distance from the  
sensor t o  the boundary even if  the  boundary i s  ver t ica l ly  nonuniform. 

Two- 

For t h e  one-dimensional case the  appropriate ana ly t ica l  expression (3) i s  

T(x,t) = (TH-TA)erfc(x/2 &) + TA 

The variables here have the same meaning as i n  Equation 1 except t h a t  x is  the 
distance f r o m  t h e  sensor t o  the nearest point on the  boundary. 
the  linkage analysis, f o r  low temperature responses the  analyt ical  expression i n  
Equation 2 provides good agreement with numerical calculations t h a t  include property 
var ia t ions and vaporization when a i s  an empirically determined function of T 

A s  was t h e  case f o r  

H’ 
The data analyzed using t h i s  model were the responses seen l a t e  i n  Phase 2 

i n  Wells H, I, and J. Plots  of these data are presented i n  Figure 5. The agreement 
between the  measured data  and model calculations i s  qui te  good and be t te r ,  i n  f a c t ,  
than was seen i n  the linkage data analysis. 

The analysis of the  Well H, I and J responses lead t o  a number of conclusions 
concerning gasif icat ion i n  the  l a t e r  stages of Phase 2. 

1. The f i n a l  boundary at the  end of Phase 2 (Day 152) for  t h e  10-f t  t o  20-ft 
l eve ls  was approximately 4-5 ft f r o m  Well J and 3-4 f t  f r o m  Wells H and I. 

2. The v e r t i c a l  s t ructure  of the f i n a l  boundary was such t h a t  it extended about 
1 f t  fur ther  out f r o m  the reaction zone center a t  t h e  10-ft l e v e l  than a t  t h e  
20-f t  level. 

The predominant reason f o r  the time lag  between t h e  responses at  the lower and 
higher levels  i s  not the  difference i n  f i n a l  extent but ra ther  t h e  upper leve ls  
j u s t  reach the f i n a l  posi t ion l a t e r  i n  time. This conclusion implies tha t  , the  
combustion front ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  the  direct ions perpendicular t o  t h e  process w e l l s ,  
a t  l a t e r  times i s  not mwing uniformly across the seam, but  ra ther  it i s  
pivoting about the  points of fur thest  extent near t h e  bottom of t h e  seam. 
pivoting movement i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  more c lear ly  i n  Figure 6 which shows a 

3. 

This 
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schematic diagram of t h e  gasified zone boundary movement during the l a t e r  stages 
of Base  2 i n  the  v i c in i ty  of Well I. The l i nes  drawn are  approximations t o  the 
f i n i t e  thickness boundary (* 2 f t )  containing pyrolysis and gasif icat ion regions. 
mey are based on t h e  information obtained from thermal data as t o  the f i n a l  
position, time of a r r i v a l  a t  t h a t  posit ion and minimum horizontal  velocity ju s t  
p r io r  t o  reaching t h a t  posit ion.  Also, the boundary l i ne  on Day 135 i s  con- 
s i s t en t  with the contours drawn i n  Figure 7. 
levels  i n  the  10-ft  to 20-ft region. 
by conduction in  the over and underburden, respectively. None of t he  responses 
outside the 10 t o  20 f t  range are inconsistent with the extrapolated boundaries 
indicated by dashed l i n e s  i n  the  figure.  

m i c a 1  boundary temperatures necessary f o r  g o d  agreement between calculated and 
measured responses were i n  the  range of 1150'F t o  1 6 0 0 ~ ~ .  

The actual  data used are  fo r  
The 30-ft and 0 - f t  responses are distorted 

4. 

Data Interpretation 

Having completed an analysis of the predominant conduction responses seen during 
Phase 2, it i s  of i n t e r e s t  t o  correlate these analyses with t h e  r e s t  of the thermal 
data i n  an attempt t o  p i c tu re  the structure of t he  gasified zone as a function of 
time. Figure 7a shows the gasified zone on 
Day I35 divided in to  two sections. The dashed l i ne  i s  an average extent fo r  the 
0-ft t o  10-ft  l eve l  within the  coal seam. 
extent fo r  the 10-ft t o  30-ft  levels.  The reason f o r  such a division i s  obvious from 
the considerable difference i n  areal  extent between the  two zones indicated in  the 
figure.  
lower levels i n  Wells A and D and the lack of such i n  t h e  upper levels,  extrapolation 
of t he  boundaries and a r r i v a l  times indicated by analysis of the Well H, I, and J 
data, and the 20-ft responses i n  Wells F, G and 0. 
t o  agree w i t h  LERC's material  balance calculations as t o  the amount of coal gasified. 
Figure 
These contours are  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  draw since the only hard data i s  the boundary 
near t he  H-I-J l i ne  and, of course, t he  need t o  agree with material balance calculations 
Therefore, it was necessary t o  extrapolate from the upper level  responses i n  Wells A, 
D and G t o  draw the contours on Day 152. The effect  of the assymetry i n  the  primary 
linkage path is  evident i n  the  shape of t he  gasified region. 

Figure 7 represents such an attempt. 

The sol id  l i n e  represents an average 

The primary inputs f o r  constructing these contours are the  responses a t  the 

The contours were also constrained 

shows the  extent of the same two zones a t  t he  completion of phase 2. 

While continuous boundaries of a gasified zone can be drawn, it i s  important t o  
recognize tha t  t he  gas i f ica t ion  mechanism probabb var ies  along the  boundary. 
example, the rap id  responses i n  the  l o w  levels  of Wells A and C would seem t o  be 
character is t ic  of the advance of a combustion front  and i t ' s  associated steep 
temperature gradients. 
probably t h e  r e su l t  of expansion about t h e  linkage path due t o  a high temperature 
oxygen depleted gas stream and reduction reactions. 

For 

I n  contrast ,  the  more gradual r i s e s  seen i n  Well D are 

Takentogether, Figures 7a and 'j'b provide a picture  of how the UCG process 
proceeded i n  t h e  Hanna seam during forward gasification. There i s  an i n i t i a l  period 
Of rapid horizontal growth a t  about the l eve l  of the linkage path perhaps due t o  
higher i n  s i t u  permeability i n  t h e  horizontal  direction. During t h i s  period the 
ve r t i ca l  growth i s  slower and i s  confined t o  the region near t he  inject ion vel1 and 
adjacent t o  the  linkage path. 
low i n  the seam slows, and during the l a t e r  stages of gasification the boundary 
"pivots" about t he  poin ts  of fur thest  extent and moves towards the roof of the coal 
seam aided by subsidence. 

Then a t  some point the r a t e  of horizontal  extension 
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Three additional observations support t h i s  description of the process. F i r s t ,  
i f  the  gasif ied zone expands very rapidly i n  the  lower t h i r d  of t h e  seam, then one 
m i g h t  expect t o  see s m e  combined convection-conduction heating t o  upper leve l  
thermocouples from below prior t o  t h e i r  experiencing high gasif icat ion temperatures. 
Examination of the 15 and 20-ft responses i n  nearly a l l  the wens shars jus t  +,hat 
trend. 
seen a t  the  0, 5 ,  and 10-ft levels. 
be calculated by conduction from a high temperature boundary 2 t o  3 f t  away. 
induced seismic data  (4) on Day U 2  indicate  a region of affected coal  4 t o  6 ft 
beyond Well A a t  about the  5-ft  level .  
at  t h e  lower levels  since it i s  c lear  from material balance considerations alone that  
at the  upper levels  the  gasif ied zone can have nowhere near t h i s  extent. 
passive acoustic source locations i n  the  overburden, which a re  indications of the  
zone extending t o  the  roof of t h e  coal  seam, are  predominantly located t o  the  
inject ion wel l  s ide of the Well A-C-F-G l ine .  
which show greater v e r t i c a l  extent i n  t h i s  region. 

Almost without exception, t h e  upturns a t  these levels  are  slower than those 
Many of t h e  responses a re  not unlike whak would 

Second, 

This again indicates  much more rapid expansion 

Finally, 

This i s  consistent with the  contours 

CONCLUSIONS 

The thermal data analysis  indicates the  reverse combustion linkage path i n  t h e  
Hanna seam was approximately 3 f t  i n  diameter. 
respect t o  the instrumentation w e l l s  was mapped and no evidence of v e r t i c a l  override 
was detected. 
responses from within the  gasif ied zone indicate t h a t  the  i n i t i a l  stages of forward 
gasif icat ion shared rapid horizontal expansion at about t h e  level of the  linkage 
path, whereas, a t  l a t e r  stages v e r t i c a l  mwement becomes more rapid and leads t o  
f ina l  boundaries t h a t  are nearly ver t ica l .  

The posi t ion o f  the  path with 

The analysis of boundary thermocouple data combined w i t h  thermal 
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Investigations of Reverse Linking in  
Thin Bituminous Coal Seams 

George W .  Douglas 
Marvin D. McKinley 

The University of Alabama 
Col 1 ege of Engineering 

University, Alabama 35486 

Introduction 

T h i s  research project i s  being conducted as an investigation in to  the feas i -  
b i l i t y  of underground ( in - s i tu )  coal gas i f ica t ion  in the Warrior Coalfield of 
Alabama. I t  i s  sponsored by the National Science Foundation and i s  being carried 
o u t  by the Mechanical, Chemical, and Eineral Engineering Programs of The University 
of Alabama i n  cooperation w i t h  the  Geological Survey of Alabama. The Warrior 
Coalfield i s  the la rges t  and most productive of the coa l f ie lds  of the s t a t e .  
addition t o  the seams t h a t  a r e  now being stripped o r  deep mined, there are numerous 
t h i n  seams less  than 100 cm. in thickness which cannot economically be recovered by 
conventional technology. 
610 meters b u t  recent deep disposal well d r i l l i n g  shows coal a t  1370 meters. This 
suggests the  presence of additional coal seams between these depths tha t  cannot be 
economically mined b u t  may have potential  f o r  production by in - s i tu  gas i f ica t ion .  

Laboratory Investigations 

Several problems present themselves when one attempts t o  gasify th in  seams of 
bituminous coal in -s i tu  tha t  a r e  not evident f o r  thick seams of lower rank coals.  
Eastern bituminous coals a r e  largely swelling coals,  a property which causes l inking 
paths t o  swell short  closing of f  a i r  passages which a re  necessary f o r  continuation 
of the gasification process. 
ing s t r a t a  may cause serious problems in  the economical gas i f ica t ion  of t h in  seams. 
For these reasons i t  was decided t h a t  extensive laboratory and analysis work would 
be necessary before any f i e l d  combustion t e s t s  would be feas ib le .  

Laboratory t e s t s  to  date have been conducted in  a combustor shown in Figure 1 .  
T h i s  combustor i s  designed t o  allow both forward and reverse combustion and the re- 
s u l t s  of any par t icu lar  run can be examined without disturbing the combustion resi- 
due. Instrumentation ports a r e  ava i lab le  fo r  thermocouple and gas sampling probes. 

Early runs on so l id  blocks of coal were car r ied  out w i t h  a s ing le  central  crack 
b e i n g  provided f o r  linkage between i n l e t  and ou t l e t .  Since i t  i s  expected tha t  ac- 
tual l i n k i n g  in the f i e l d  will  be done by hydraulic f rac tur ing ,  resu l t ing  in narrow 
ver t ica l  cracks, such a model f o r  the laboratory combustor seems reasonable. For- 
ward combustion runs in the combustor ver i f ied  t h a t  crack closure occurs due to 
coal swelllng and, in addition, to  t a r  condensation in the  crack. Reverse combus- 
t ion ,  on the other hand, proceeds qui te  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  and a typical r e s u l t  of re- 
verse combustion i s  shown in  Figure 2.  
ern bituminous coal i t  seems t h a t  additional l inking by reverse b u r n i n g  wi l l  be 

I n  

A t  present,  the deepest underground mine i n  Alabama i s  

Further, i t  i s  suspected tha t  heat losses t o  surround- 

I 

Due t o  the physical properties o f  the eas t -  

87 



3 s 
LL 

a I? 

Z 
0 
0 



necessary before a forward gas i f ica t ion  process can take place. 
i s ,  therefore,  presently being p u t  on reverse l inking procedures. 

ra tes  and produced r e su l t s  s imi la r  t o  those shown i n  Figure 2. 
gion behind the thin carbonized zone i s  probably due to  excess oxygen reacting with 
the carbon resu l t ing  i n  complete combustion. Since the objective of the l ink ing  
process i s  to  produce a carbonized zone which can then be gas i f ied  i n  the forward 
mode, i t  i s  important t h a t  the proper a i r  flow be provided as t h a t  complete combus- 
t i o n  i s  avoided. Further, the f eas ib i l i t y  of the process will depend t o  a la rge  
extent on the radial  extent of the carbonized zone and, since th in  seams a re  being 
considered, heat losses to  the surrounding s t r a t a  wi l l  be important. 

Primary concern 

Early reverse combustion runs i n  the laboratory were made with h i g h  a i r  flow 
The burned-out re- 

The approach to  analyzing the reverse linking process will  be two-fold. First, 
experiments in the laboratory combustor a r e  currently being conducted t o  determi ne 
the re la t ion  between crack s i ze ,  a i r  flow r a t e  and  the  extent of carbonization. 
Dur ing  these experiments, measurements of temperature prof i les  w i t h i n  the coal a r e  
being made t o  provide estimates of temperature gradients.  Past experiments have 
shown the  gradients to  be very steep so t h a t  coal within a few centimeters o f  the 
combustion zone shows l i t t l e  o r  no temperature r i s e .  Secondly, a two-dimensional 
f i n i t e  element heat conduction model is being adapted f o r  use w i t h  the laboratory 
combustor. 
pe l lan t  rocket motors, can be used f o r  thermally anisotropic,  non-homogeneous bodies 
of complex geometry. The method of application will  be t o  apply the  model o f  Figure 
3. Although the two-dimensional model wi l l  not s t r i c t l y  describe the three- 
dimensional case, i t  should provide some ins ight  in to  the advance of the combustion 
zone. For example, when the program i s  applied to  the model of Figure 3(a)  i t  pre- 
d i c t s  isotherms as shown in  Figure 4. Plans a r e  to  proceed stepwise in to  the coal 
moving the flame f ront  and changing the boundary conditions a s  indicated by pyrol- 
y s i s  and air-flow experiments. The reasoning is t h a t  a portion of the heat t h a t  i s  
produced by combustion is conducted in to  the coal seam ra is ing  i t s  temperature t h u s  
pyrolyzing the coal a t  some distance ahead of the flame f ront .  Further combustion 
occurs as  a reaction between the pyrolysis products and a i r  which has passed through 
the char t o  the reaction zone. 

Laboratory pyrolysis experiments a re  presently being conducted to  determine the 

This program, writ ten by Rohm and Haas Company f o r  use w i t h  so l id  pro-  

l 

z %  

ra tes  a t  which various products a re  generated a t  d i f f e ren t  temperatures. The re- 
s u l t s  of these pyrolysis experiments wi l l  be reported in a separate paper. The 
method of analysis will  be to attempt to couple the combustion of the pyrolysis 
products and the result ing heat release with the conduction of heat in to  the  coal 
and the consequent fur ther  pyrolysis. The f i n i t e  element model allows a s p a t i a l l y  
variable boundary condition which will  aid in this type of analysis.  Actually, 
e i t h e r  of three boundary conditions may be used a t  the combustion f ront .  
constant temperature boundary, convection boundary, and constant heat f l ux  boundary. 
Which of the three i s  t o  be used will depend on data obtained from t h i s  combustor 
and experience w i t h  the program. Since the oxygen supply will  be g rea t e s t  a t  the  
junction of the crack and the flame f ront ,  i t  is  expected tha t  this  will  be the re- 
gion of g rea t e s t  reaction and therefore the zone of f a s t e s t  advance of the f ron t .  
T h u s ,  the hypothesis i s  t h a t  the carbonized zone wi l l  elongate as the pyrolysis re- 
actions proceed and the question o f  i n t e r e s t  becomes one of predicting the rad ia l  
extent of the zone. Of course, multiple cracks wi l l  be present i n  the  f i e l d  case 

I These a r e  
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but s ing le  cracks a re  considered here f o r  ana lys i s  purposes. This method of anal- 
y s i s  i s  expected to y i e ld  information on both r a t e  and extent of the carbonization 
process a s  well as heat losses t o  the surrounding s t r a t a .  The economics as well as 
as  technical f e a s i b i l i t y  of the  ult imate gas i f ica t ion  process will  depend in  la rge  
pa r t  on the  reverse l inking process and our a b i l i t y  t o  pred ic t  i t s  path and extent.  
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UNDERGROUND COAL GASIFICATION FIELD TEST IN ALBERTA - 1976 

A.A. Roehl, R.A.S. Brown and E.J. Jensen 

Alberta Research Council, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 

INTRODUCTION 

Coal gasification i s  the processing of a solid fuel - coal - to generate a gaseous 
fuel. This has been practiced for many years in above-ground gasifiers using mined coal. The 
process involves primarily the reoction of the carbon in  coal with water to generate hydrogen 
and carbon monoxide. Heat required to make this endothermic reaction proceed is  provided by 
combustion of a portion of the coal. 
ysis products of coal. 

By-products of the reactions are carbon dioxide and pyrol- 

In underground coal gasification (UCG) the reactions are carried out in the coal seam. 
In early applications mined channels were used for communication between the coal seam and 
the surface and within the coal seam. Technology now i s  based on channels created from the 
surface by directional dr i l l ing or by linking vertically drilled wells. 

In the Canadian context, UCG is viewed as a method o f  recovering energy from coal 
resources which for economic or mining reasons l ie  outside the current l im i ts  of mining technol- 
ogy. In particular it should be applicable to very deep coal deposits or to deposits vrhich in- 
clude substantial amounts of non-combustible mineral matter and are not amenable to conven- 
tional mining. 

The test described in the present paper dates back to a meeting held in the spring of 
1975 at which the Alberta Research Council presented tentative plans for a UCG field test to 
representatives of interested companies. Response of the companies to the ARC proposal was 
favourable and over the following months more detailed plans for a field test were drawn up 
culminating in  a meeting held in early February 1976 at  which the companies agreed to pro- 
ceed with the test and to provide part of the funds for it. 

Following evaluation of a number of test sites, the Research Council decided upon a 
site located south of Forestburg, Alberta (about 120 miles southeast of Edmonton - see Figure 1) 
at the Vesta Mine of Manalto Coal Ltd. 
following paragraphs. 
jectives: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

A detailed description of the test w i l l  be given in the 
The test took place during the summer of 1976 with the following ob- 

to better evaluate and understand current technological methods in underground coal 
gasification; 

to demonstrate the feasibility of those technological methods in a Canadian context; 

to demonstrate that gas with a low Btu content (a heating value of 100-200 Btu's/SCF) 
can be produced on a sustained basis; and 

to  make a preliminary and basic assessment o f  the factors pertaining to the environment 
that may be affected by an underground coal gasification test. 

(d) 

Contribution No. 797 from the Alberta Research Council. 
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TEST SITE 

1 ~ Geological Description 

The coal seam in  which the test took place i s  i n  the Cretaceous, Horseshoe Canyon 
formation and located in  the Battle River Coal field. The coal underlies 60 feet of overburden 
and is  immediately overlain by a bentonitic shale. The major fracture direction in the coal is  
53O E of N while the minor fracture is at right angles to this at 143" E of N. Water pump 
tests indicated that the permeability of the coal was sufficiently g,eat that preliminary fractur- 
ing would not be required. 

Throughout the area of the tes t  site, the coal is  present as about 10 feet of  coal in a 12 
foot seam. There is a hard, continuous shale parting about two feet from the floor of  the seam 
and a soft parting about two feet from the top of the scam. Two water pump tests were carried 
out to evaluate the directional permeabilities of the coal seam, one in October, 1975, and 
the other in  April, 1976. 
was 53' E of N. 

In planning the test pattern, the major permeability direction used 

The coal in  the seam i s  subbituminous. Table 1 contains the proximate and ultimate 
analyses of the coal as wel l  as i t s  calorific value. The water level at the test site (i.e. piezo- 
metric height) prior to the test was approximately 8 feet above the top of the coal. Dr i l l ing 
indicated that the water source was located towards the lower portion of  the coal seam. 

TABLE 1 

Coal Analysis *% 

Dry 
Ash Free 

Basis 
Proximate 

Moisture 
Ash 
Volati le Matter 
Fixed Carbon 

44.9 
55; 1 

Ultimate 

Moisture 
Ash 
Carbon 
Hydrogen 
Sulfur 
Nitrogen 
Oxygen 

Calorific Value (Btu/lb.) 

Capac i ty 
Moisture 

Basis 

21.5 
23.9 
24.5 
30.1 

21.5 
23.9 
40.3 73.8 

2.7 5.0 
0.4 0.8 
0.8 1.4 

10.4 19.0 

6820 12490 

* Composite o f  samples from vertical water test we l l  through coal seam. 
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2. Test Plan 

The test  planned for the Forestburg s i te  was, as the objectives indicate, limited in 
scope. A rectangular well  pattern was dri l led to define an area 60 feet by 30 feet, the 60 
foot side being in the direction of the major permeability. The test plan involved linking 
and gasifying the two shorter ends o f  the pattern in succession, then attempting a ' l ine drive' 
of one of the linked sections towards the other. 
ing gasification front which should ut i l ize most of the coal in the given area. 

In principle, this should create a long sweep- 

Linking of the wells was to be carried out by reverse combustion which was demon- 
strated successfully in UCG tests at Hanna, Wyoming. 
linked zones were to b e  carried out i n  the forward combustion mode. 

The line drive and gasification of the 

The effect o f  UCG on the groundwater was to b e  monitored by chemical analysis of 
Piezometric heights samples taken prior to, during, and subsequent to the gasification test. 

were also to be monitored for possible changes. 

To detect movements of the ground a t  the test s i t e  which might be caused by subsidence 
in the reaction zone, monuments were placed inside and outside the test pattern as shown in 
Figure 2 and surveyed to provide base data far subsequent surveys during and after the test. 

3. Phyica l  Installation 

(a) Flow System 

The site plan i s  shown in  Figure 2. The air was supplied from the blower and compres- 
sor bank or from a portable compressor. 
that air could be fed to  any well  and product gas directed from any other well  to the flare 
stack. The product gas passed through a knock-out drum upstream of the flare stack to remove 
tars and entrained water. 

Surface piping was provided as shown i:i Figure 3 so 

Gasification wells 1 through 4 were cased and grouted with high temperature grout. 
Figure 4 shows the method of completing and cementing the wells. Wells 2 and 4 were grouted 
to the lower part of the seam while wells 1 and 3 were grouted about midway intn the coal 
seam. These wells were cased well  into the coal seam to counteract gravity override during 
l inking and gasification. 

(b) Instrument System 

In addition to the gasification wells, a series o f  instrumentation wells were drilled 
within the test pattern. These are shown in Figure 5 as series 1 s  through 5's and series lo 
through 40. 

The 's' series of wells (sampling wells) contained a 1 inch steel pipe far gas sampling 
and as a support for thermocouples in and above the coal seam as shown in  Figure 4. Within 
the coal seam the sample pipe was perforated. High temperature grout was used to seal and 
anchor the sampling l i ne  within the overburden. 

The '0' series of wells (overburden wells) contained thermocouples located from one to 
two feet above the top of the coal seam to monitor the penetration of heat into the overburden. 

These were also to assist in locating the gasification front during the l ine drive phase of the 
experiments. 
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Gas samples were taken from the production wells and gas sampling wells, passed 
through knock-out pots to remove tar and liquid water and then through lead lines for analysis 
in a gas chromatograph system located in the control trailer. 
fibre filters immediately outside the trailer to remove the additional tar and water which con- 
densed during cooling of the gas samples. 

Sample gas was passed through 

Thermocouples were connected to a scanner in the center of the test pattern which in 
turn was connected to the data logger and computer system for data storage and recording. The 
complete data collection and processing flow diagram i s  shown in  Figure 6. 

Sequencing of the recording of operating data was carried out by a PDP-8M computer 
having a dual DEC tape system. A teletype copy of the data was generated for the operator 
and the data stored on magnetic tape for future analysis. Same of the data were plotted by 
computer to provide a guide for operators during the test. 

FIELD TEST OPERATION 

Prior to gasification, it i s  necessary to dry out part of the coal seam and to establish 
communication within the seam so that air can be circulated. 
Forestburg tests by flowing air through the seam between wells 3 and 4 for a number o f  days. 
Reverse combustion linking of the 3-4 segment was started August 19th with injection of air 
and insertion of an electric heater into well  3. The combustion was established in wel l  3 
within three hours and air injection was then switched to carry out the reverse combustion 
linking stage. The link wos completed between wells 3 and 4 by injecting air successively 
into wells 4s, 55, 6s and 4. 
ceeded unti l  carbon dioxide and oxygen levels in the product gas from well  3 indicated that 
the gasification zone hod reached the production well. A t  this stage the gasification test  in 
the 3-4 zone was terminated and water injected to extinguish the f ire prior to commencing 
operation in  the 1-2 zone. 

This was carried out in the 

Following completion of the link, forward mode gasification pro- 

Comparative resulis from the gasification stage are shown in Figure 7. The volume of 
gas produced was less than twice the injected air while heating value of the gas produced 
ranged from 110 to 150 Btu's/SCF. 
that about 160 tons of coal were consumed. 

During the gasification of the 3-4 zone, it i s  estimated 

Gasification of the section between wells 1 and 2 was started with ignition in well 1 .  

During the linking 
Following ignition a similar procedure to that followed in the previous link was carried out: 
that is, the link was made to well 1 successively from wells Is ,  2s and 3s. 
stages up to well  3s i t  was noticed that the linking was more sensitive to variations in  the in- 
jected pressure and flowrate than it had been in the 3-4 link, and i t  seemed that relatively 
small changes in flowrate would cause a change to forward gasification between the injection 
well and well  1. 

When the link had been completed to 35, i t  was not possible to get communication to  
well 2. 
lem and did in  fact increase the air acceptance of well 2. The link was never, however, 
completed to the stage that sufficient air could be injected to satisfactorily carry out forward 
gasification of the 1-2 zone. 

Perforation of the lower 3 feet of well  2 was carried out to try to alleviate this prob- 

At this stage i t  was decided to abandon gasification in  the 1-2 zone and to attempt to 
link directly to the gasified zone between wells 3 and 4. Accordingly, injection was contin- 
ued into well  2 and also into well  1 with production from wells 3 and 4; that is, a forward 
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combustion l ink was attempted between zones 1-2 and 3-4. Communication was established 
quite rapidly with well 3 and there was indication from the thermocouples in well  7s that the 
reaction had passed by this area. A t  this stage in the test, however, lateral gas leakage be- 
came excessive and product gas was detected in wells beyond the test pattern. In an attempt 
to l imit the loss of product gas to the formation, injection was switched to wells 3 and 4 with 
production from wells 1 and 2. Product gas continued to be detected outside the l imi t s  of the 
test pattern and the test wos terminated. 

POST BURN INVESTIGATION 

One of the advantages of carrying out the Forestburg test in o shallow coal seam i s  
that the post burn investigations of the gasified zone within the seam can be made more easily 
and a t  lower cost. While detailed plans for this post burn investigation are not finalized, 
several possibilities have been considered and a tentative decision made on the procedure to 
be followed. 

One of the difficulties in evaluating the suitability of a particular coal deposit for 
underground gasification i s  the estimation of the utilization of coal within a given area. From 
previous work i t  is  known that gravity has an influence on the coal utilizotion as the gasifica- 
tion zone tends to rise towards the top o f  the seam. 
holes for this test were dri l led well  into the coal seom. One of the more important and unique 
investigations in a post burn study of the gasified area would be to measure the degree of 
utilization of the coal for known conditions of air injection and gas production. Inspection of 
the boundary of the gasified zone would yield a better appreciation of the mechanism of the 
gasification process as shown by the separation of combustion and pyrolysis zones. Another 
factor of interest in post burn studies would be the subsidence of overlying formotions into the 
gasified zone. lnformaiion of this kind i s  not available at present and cannot be deducd  from 
subsidence studies of areas developed by underground cool mining since the overburden in that 
case, while dried out to some extent, is not subjected to temperatures as high as those en- 
countered during gasification of coal. 

For this reason production and injection 

Post burn inspection o f  the gasification area requires mining or excavation of the 
seam or insertion of remote sensing equipment into the gasified zone. 
are noted below. 

Some of the possibilities 

The most promising method of post burn evaluation for a shallow site and the method 
for which detailed plans are now being developed for the Forestburg test site is excavation by 
strip mining techniques. This entails removal of overburden down to a few feet above the top 
of the coal seam followed by more careful mining of the gasified zone. 
scrapers could be used for the init ial  stripping although 'the dragline has some advantage if 
subsidence is  anticipated. 

Either dragline or 

Underground mining of the gasified zone has been considered but was ruled out because 
of safety considerations. 
unwarranted hazard to personnel working underground. 

Residual highly toxic gas from the gasification process would be an 

Coring through the gasified zone was tried in the earlier Hanna tests. It i s  difficult, 
however, to dri l l  into a gasified area without destroying the structure left  by the gasification. 
Coring is useful for indicating the degree of heat penetration into the formations overlying 
and underlying the gasified zone provided that cores can be recovered. 
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An init ial ly attractive method would be to suspend a remotely controllable movie 
camera, television camera or sonar device in the gasified zone. The zone can then be scanned 
by the remote device through a single borehole. The success of this method is dependent upon 
the presence of a well  defined cavity. This is not l ikely to exist in  this case. 

SUMMARY 

It i s  di f f icult  to determine at the moment the differences between the gasification tests 
in zones 3-4 and 1-2. One obvious difference i s  that water avoilobility was greater during 
the init ial  link and gasification in the 3-4 zone. Subsequent to gasification in  the 3-4 zone, 
water levels throughout the pattern were lowered (up to 12 feet at the gasification wells). 
This decrease of water avai labi l i ty very l ikely had a marked influence on the lateral gas leak- 
age noted during linking in  the 1-2 zone. 

The test  did show that fuel gas having a heating value greater than 100 Btu/SCF can 
be produced from a shallow coal seam and that vertical containment i s  possible even at depths 
as shallow as 60 feet. More detailed evaluation of the test  must await the analysis of a l l  o f  
the operating data and the results of the groundwater testing and site monitoring programs. 
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POTENTL4L FOR UNDERGROUND COAL GASIFICATION I N  THE SOUTHWEST 

E. A. Walters and H. E. N u t t a l l  

Departments of Chemistry and Nuclear and Chemical Engineering 

Univers i ty  o f  New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131 

INTRODUCTION 

I n  occas iona l  outcroppings and beneath the  su r face  of t he  high p l a t eaus  and 
j u s t  w e s t  o f  the  southern  Rocky Mountains are l a r g e  depos i t s  of sub-bituminous 
coals. These coa ls  were formed i n  t h e  e s t u a r i e s ,  swamps, and lagoons at t h e  edges 
of t h e  ex tens ive  ep icon t inen ta l  s ea  of  t h e  Late Cretaceous Period. Many mi l l i ons  
of tons  of t h i s  c o a l  l i e  s t r i p p a b l e d e p t h s  (overburden i s  l e s s  than 250 f e e t ) ,  bu t  
perhaps 90% of t h e  t o t a l  depos i t s  l i e  deeper.  
be  tapped i f  underground g a s i f i c a t i o n  proves f eas ib l e .  In t h i s  paper t h e  ques t ion  
of t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  of Southwestern coa l s  f o r  underground g a s i f i c a t i o n  i s  examined. 

These deposits w i l l  probably only 

COAL RESERVES 

The coa l  f i e l d s  of t h e  United S t a t e s  are shown on the  map i n  Figure 1. Of the  
sub-bituminous bas ins  i n  t h e  Southwest t h e  l a r g e s t  and most ex tens ive  i s  t h e  San 
Juan Basin loca ted  i n  northwestern New Mexico. This study focuses a t t e n t i o n  s o l e l y  
on t h e  San Juan Basin. The San Juan Basin i s  somewhat a r b i t r a r i l y  subdivided i n t o  
19 sepa ra t e  coal f i e l d s  or coa l  a r e a s ,  Figure 2. The general  o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  
f i e l d s  i s  an  exposure of  coa l  seams on the  western edges a t  e l eva t ions  of  7,000 o r  
more f e e t  above sea l e v e l  d ipping  gen t ly  bu t  s t e a d i l y  t o  the  e a s t  a t  an  i n c l i n e  of  
2 t o  6 degrees. A t  t h e  e a s t e r n  ex t r emi t i e s  t h e  lowest Cretaceous beds l i e  some 
2,000 f e e t  below sea l e v e l .  

S t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y  t h e  depos i t s  a r e  very  complex. The coa l  beds a r e  h ighly  
l e n t i c u l a r ,  a consequence of  t h e i r  formation from pea ts  a t  t h e  edges of Cretaceous 
swamps o r  e s tua r i e s .  The l enses  tend  t o  be  long  and narrow and r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  
i r r e g u l a r  shape of  Nesozoic cos t l i nes .  Lengths vary from 1 t o  30 miles and widths 
from 1 /2  t o  5 miles.  A t  t h e i r  t h i c k e s t  t h e  l enses  r a r e l y  exceed 1 2  f e e t ,  though 
i s o l a t e d  examples o f  seams as t h i c k  a s  22 f e e t  are known, and t h e  most common thick- 
n e s s  a r e  between 3 and 6 f e e t .  Lenses are s tacked  one above t h e  next so t h a t  
gene ra l ly  t h e  t h i n  po r t ion  of one o v e r l i e s  a th i cke r  sec t ion  of one beneath it. The 
depos i t  between seams is  a wide v a r i e t y  of c o a s t a l  sedimentary rocks ,  f o r  example 
sands tones ,  sha l e s ,  s i l t s t o n e s ,  and l imestones.  Seams themselves a r e  f requent ly  
i n f i l t r a t e d  with f i n e  l a y e r s  of  c l ays  or o the r  sedimentary depos i t s .  In t e r spe r sed  
between t h e  major l enses  a r e  numerous t h i n  seams of  coal.  Detailed s t r a t ig raphy  
varies d r a s t i c a l l y  from s i te  t o  s i t e  and i s  known w e l l  only f o r  a few loca t ions .  
The fundamental geologic s t r u c t u r e  i s  simple,  however, and the  bas in  i s  genera l ly  
f r e e  from f a u l t s  (1,2,3).  

The coa l s  of  t h e  San Juan Basin cons i s t en t ly  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  range of  sub- 
bituminous A or B i n  t h e  deepes t  beds t o  h igh-vola t i le  C or B bituminous nonaggls- 
mera t ing  coa ls  near  t he  su r face  (2).  In t h i s  r e spec t  and wi th  regard t o  the  low 
s u l f u r  content (genera l ly  less than 1% of which h a l f  i s  typ ica l ly  organic  s u l f u r )  
these c o a l s  are s u i t a b l e  f o r  g a s i f i c a t i o n .  

The Southwest i s  a semi-arid reg ion;  annual p rec ip i t a t ion  i n  t h e  coa l  bas in  
is 4-6 inches.  
Juan  River i t s e l f  which rises i n  southern  Cclorado and crosses  t h e  northwest t i p  of 
t h e  coa l  bas in  before  cont inuing  westward t o  t h e  Colorado River. I n  t h e  coa l  bear- 
i n g  areas only normally-dry a r royos  feed t h e  San Juan River. 

The only perennia l  stream i n  t h e  e n t i r e  San Juan Basin i s  t h e  San 

The ar idness  c a r r i e s  
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over  t o  the  c o a l s  which a t  s t r i p p a b l e  l e v e l s  have moisture conten ts  t h a t  average 
in t h e  12-15% range (3). 
t h e  f i r s t  aqu i f e r s  l i e  about 1200 f e e t  below ground sur face .  This water is of 
very  low q u a l i t y ,  bu t  it is usable  f o r  l i ves tock  watering. 
b u t  l a r g e l y  unconfirmed r e p o r t s  of sporadic  a r t e s i a n  a c t i v i t y  i n  the  basin.  How- 
ever, movement o f  ground water i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of nos t  of the  seams is r e s t r i c t e d  
t o  a few f e e t  pe r  year .  

There a r e  no important aqu i f e r s  a t  s t r i p  mining depths, 

There a r e  p e r s i s t e n t  

There is coa l  a t  vary ing  depths throughout t h e  bas in  a s  pointed ou t  above. 
The amount l y i n g  v i t h i n  250 f e e t  of t he  su r face  i s  estimated t o  be 5.97 b i l l i o n  
tons  (4). That l y i n g  between 250 f e e t  and 3000 f e e t  is estimated t o  be 122 b i l -  
lion tons  while t h e  amount s t i l l  deeper is expected t o  be approximately double 
t h a t  amount (3,5). It is evident  t h a t  i n  excess of  90% of the  San Juan coa l  lies 
i n  deep seams. 

The e n t i r e  bas in  lies i n  a region of  low population dens i ty  and possess minimal 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  value.  The l a t t e r  f ea tu re  can be i l l u s t r a t e d  by the  computation that  
the l ives tock  ca r ry ing  capac i ty  of t h e  western por t ions  of the  bas in  is about one 
a d u l t  sheep per  55 a c r e s  (3). 
more than seven people pe r  square  mile;  t h i s  f i g u r e  inc ludes  seve ra l  s i z a b l e  mnnci- 
c i p a l i t i e s ,  so t h e  popula t ion  dens i ty  of t h e  vas t  open a reas  of  t h e  bas in  is very 
low indeed. 

The population dens i ty  of t h e  region is  s l i g h t l y  

GASIFICATION PROPERTIES OF SAN JUAN COAL 

Severa l  p r o p e r t i e s  of N e w  Mexico's San Juan coa l  have been inves t iga t ed  and 
compared t o  Wyoming sub-bituminous coa l  i n  which successfu l  i n  s i t u  gas i f i ca t ion  
tests have r ecen t  been performed by the  Laramie Energy Research Center. 
t o  chemical a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  p rope r t i e s  compared a r e  permeabi l i ty ,  t he  ex ten t  of frac- 
t u r i n g  during py ro lys i s  and t h e  apparent d e v o l a t i l i z a t i o n  r a t e s .  

I n  addi t ion  

As a f i r s t  cons ide ra t ion  i n  comparing New Mexico's San Juan and Wyoming's 
Hanna sub-bituminous c o a l ,  t h e  chemical ana lys i s  and hea t ing  values of  deep seam 
c o a l s  from both l o c a t i o n s  a r e  very similar a s  shown i n  Table 1. San Juan coa l ,  
however, did e x h i b i t  a lower moisture content but t h i s  f ac to r  tends t o  vary widely 
depending upon sample handling. 

Coal permeabi l i ty  is an important parameter f o r  t h e  i n  s i t u  process. 
sub-bituminous c o a l s  t y p i c a l l y  d i sp l ay  moderate permeabili ty upon drying. 
a x i a l  permeabi l i ty  of New Mexico's sub-bituminous coa l  was experimentally and the 
r e s u l t i n g  values a r e  presented  i n  Table 11. The measured permeabi l i t i es  f o r  dry 
samples compare favorably  t o  va lues  repor ted  by Rozsa (6) for Wyoming Wyodak coal 
and t o  values published by Schr ider ,  et. a l . ,  (7 )  f o r  Hanna, Wyoming sub-bituminous 
coa l .  The n i t rogen  pe rmeab i l i t i e s  were i n  the  range of 1 t o  5 darc i e s  f o r  coa ls  
from a l l  t hese  sources .  This r a t h e r  high n a t u r a l  permeabili ty of sub-bituminous 
c o a l s  seems t o  r e s u l t  from cracks  and f i s s u r e s  exposed during dehydration of the  
coa ls .  

Western 
The 

Devo la t i l i za t ion  s t u d i e s  of San Juan coa l  have been performed r ecen t ly  and 
t h e  r e s u l t s  compared t o  Wyoming sub-bituminous coa ls .  Coal d e v o l a t i l i z a t i o n  r a t e s  
w e r e  determined by measuring the  weight and product gas composition h i s t o r y  of one 
inch  diameter coa l  p a r t i c l e s .  The s i n g l e  p a r t i c l e  r eac to r  and system a r e  shown i n  
F igure  3. The r e a c t o r  and its opera t ion  have been described elsewhere (8). Br ie f ly ,  
t h e  sample is placed i n  a baske t  suspended from a load cell  which is i n t e r f aced  t o  
a PDP-11 computer s i g n a l  f o r  da t a  s torage .  
des i r ed  temperature through a f l u i d  hea te r .  Thermocouples and pressure  transducers 
l oca t ed  a t  var ious  p o i n t s  a r e  a l s o  in t e r f aced  with the  computer so continuous temp- 
e r a t u r e  and p res su re  recorded is maintained. 
c o l l e c t e d  and then  analyzed e i t h e r  on a mass spectrometer o r  a gas chromatograph. 

Ca r r i e r  gas is introduced a t  t he  

Product gases were sampled and 
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From these  s t u d i e s  two f a c t o r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  coa l  r e a c t i v i t y  were observed. 
from examining s p e c i a l l y  prepared and cross-sectioned samples of pyrolyzed pa r t i -  
cles, an ex tens ive  network of f i s s u r e s  and cracks was observed. S imi la r  i n t e r n a l  
f i s s u r i n g  was a l s o  repor ted  by Campbell (9) f o r  Wyoming sub-bituminous coal .  He 
found i n t e r n a l  su r f ace  a r e a  increased  from 4 t o  200 m2/g during pyro lys i s  of t h e  
coa l .  The observed immense inc rease  in  i n t e r n a l  p a r t i c l e  su r face  a rea  accounts 
in p a r t  f o r  t he  high r e a c t i v i t y  of western sub-bituminous coals.  
genera l ly  exh ib i t  l a r g e  su r face  a rea  increases  upon devo la t i l i za t ion .  

F i r s t  

Shrinking coa ls  

The d e v o l a t i l i z a t i o n  r a t e  of San Juan coa l  has a l s o  been measured by using 
weight da t a  obtained from the  s i n g l e  p a r t i c l e  r eac to r  mentioned previously (10). 
Comparison da ta  but  f o r  smaller coa l  p a r t i c l e s  has a l s o  been taken using Wyoming 
coa ls .  
za t ion  r a t e s .  

Both San Juan and Wyoming sub-bituminous coa l s  exh ib i t  s imi l a r  d e v o l a t i l i -  

From these  pre l iminary  labora tory  comparisons of San Juan and Wyoming coa ls ,  i t  
appears t h a t  New Mexico's sub-bituminous coa l  behaves i n  a similar manner t o  t h e  
Wyoming coa l s  which have r ecen t ly  been success fu l ly  gas i f i ed  underground. 

OTHER FACTORS INFLUENCING IMPLEMENTATION OF 
UNDERGROUND GASIFICATION I N  THE SOUTHWEST 

I n  add i t ion  t o  ques t ions  about coa l  r e a c t i v i t y ,  seam s t r u c t u r e  and s t r a t i g r a -  
phy, and q u a n t i t i e s  of reserves, seve ra l  o the r  f ac to r s  a r e  important i n  determining 
the  l i ke l ihood  of t h e  a c t u a l  implementation of underground gas i f i ca t ion  i n  the  
Southwest. F i r s t ,  t h e r e  a r e  environmental cons idera t ions .  Su l fu r  content of t hese  
coa l s  i s  low and approximately ha l f  of i t  is organic  s u l f u r ,  s o  problems a r i s i n g  
from t h i s  element w i l l  be minimal. 
no t  be a problem because the  land has l i t t l e  a e s t h e t i c  value and cu r ren t ly  has no 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  va lue  except f o r  low dens i ty  support  of c a t t l e  or  sheep. The impact 
on ground w a t e r  i s  l e s s  c l e a r .  There a r e  aqu i f e r s  i n  the  region, but most of t hese  
a re-deep  and migration of water t o  them from g a s i f i c a t i o n  res idue  is unlikely.  
g a s i f i c a t i o n  i s  conducted below the  known aqu i fe r s  then mechanisms e x i s t  f o r  con- 
tamination of t h e  water.  
t h a t  must be addressed soon. 

Subsidence is very l i k e l y  t o  occur but  it should 

I f  

J u s t  how se r ious  t h i s  might be i s  an unanswered ques t ion  

Secondly, g a s i f i c a t i o n  of coa l  wi th  such a cons i s t en t ly  low moisture content 
Water plays a minimal r o l e  i n  the  i n i t i a l  d e v o l a t i l i -  

I n  t h e  Hanna tests the re  have always been 

has not been w e l l  s tud ied .  
za t ion  bu t  can be c r u c i a l  i n  determining t h e  na tu re  of the  product gas of the  
h igher  temperature g a s i f i c a t i o n  phase. 
r a t h e r  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of moisture i n  t h e  r eac t ion  zone which can lead t o  a 
reduct ive  r eac t ion  wi th  coa l .  This w i l l  genera l ly  not  be a p o s s i b i l i t y  i n  the  San 
Juan Basin. 

Next, t he  southern and western por t ions  of t h e  country a r e  those t h a t  a r e  

Southwestern coa l  i s  the  c l o s e s t  
growing most r ap id ly ,  and ranking high among these  a r e  the  a reas  around Phoenix 
and Tucson p lus  much of southern  Cal i forn ia .  
sources  of f o s s i l  energy a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t he  generation of e l e c t r i c a l  power demanded 
by these  centers .  Consequently, i t  i s  very l i k e l y  the  Southwestern coa l  w i l l  be 
consumed a t  ever  i nc reas ing  r a t e s  t o  meet an expanding reg iona l  demand f o r  elec- 
t r i c a l  power. 

In t h e  southwestern reg ion  a number of  l a r g e  power p l an t s  a r e  present ly  opera t -  
ing  on s t r i p  mined coa l .  A s  an example, t h e  Four Corners Complex f o r  e l e c t r i c a l  
genera t ion  is fed by the  Navajo mine which i s  the  l a r g e s t  coa l  mine i n  terms of 
production i n  the  United S t a t e s .  The cu r ren t  production r a t e  is approximately 7 
mi l l i on  tons per  year. A l l  of t h i s  coa l  i s  used t o  generate 2,100 megawatts of 
e l e c t r i c a l  power. The Four Corners Complex is  a j o i n t l y  owned en te rp r i se  i n  
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which 48% of t h e  power goes t o  Southern Ca l i fo rn ia  Edison, 15% t o  Arizona Publ ic  
Servicd Co., 13% t o  Pub l i c  Service Company o f  N e w  Mexico, 10% t o  S a l t  River Pro- 
ject and 7% each to  Tucson G a s  and E l e c t r i c  and E l  Paso Gas and E l e c t r i c .  Since 
t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of power generated i n  the  San Juan Basin is  es t ab l i shed  and the  
demand is inc reas ing ,  t h i s  s e rves  a s  an incen t ive  f o r  t he  development of t h e  deep 
seam coa l  r e se rves  through underground g a s i f i c a t i o n .  

Last ly ,  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  market four  southwestern c o a l  is expanding not  only 
because more people i n  t h e  Southwest a r e  r equ i r ing  more e l e c t r i c a l  power, but  a l so  
because the n a t u r a l  gas  and o i l  suppl ied i n  t h e  region a r e  dwindling. Since an 
extensive p i p e l i n e  network runs from t h i s  region.  
generated by underground methods could r e a d i l y  be shipped t o  d i s t a n t  consumers. 
Recognition of t h i s  f a c t  has a l ready been a major i ncen t ive  f o r  proposed sufrace 
g a s i f i c a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  and could we l l  be a determining f ac to r  f o r  t h e  commerciali- 
z a t i o n  of underground g a s i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  Southwest. 

BTU gas and/or l i q u i d  f u e l s  

summary 

Laboratory s t u d i e s  of samples o f  San Juan (New Mexico) and Hanna (Wyoming) 
sub-bituminous coa l s  r e v e a l  s t r o n g  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  permeabi l i ty ,  d e v o l a t i l i z a t i o n  
r e a c t i v i t y ,  and f r a c t u r i n g  when subjected t o  simulated underground gas i f i ca t ion  
condi t ions.  
i n  a manner s i m i l a r  t o  Wyoming coal .  The seam and bed s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  v a s t l y  d i f -  
f e r e n t  i n  t h e  San Juan basin and t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  imposed by t h i n ,  mult iple  seams 
t h a t  have low moisture content  a r e  n o t  c l e a r .  On t h e  o the r  hand, underground gasi- 
f i c a t i o n  i s  a v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  from t h e  po in t  of view of environmental and econo- 
mic considerat ions.  More d e t a i l e d  r e a c t i v i t y  s t u d i e s  of var ious coa l s  of t h e  basin 
and much more s t r a t i g r a p h i c  information followed by f i e l d  t e s t s  a r e  required before 
a d e f i n i t i v e  s ta tement  can be made about underground g a s i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  Southwest. 
What can be s a i d  now is t h a t  i nd ica t ions  a r e  mixed, bu t  tend t o  be pos i t i ve .  

The r e s u l t s  suggest  t h a t  San Juan bas in  coa l  can be expected t o  gasify 

REFERENCES 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4 .  

5. 

6 .  

7. 

a. 

U.S.  Energy Outlook - A Summary Report of t h e  National Petroleum Council, 
National Petroleum Council ,  Washington, DC,  1972, pp. 135-171. 

F. E. Kottlowski,  J. W. Shomaker, and E. C. Beaumont, "New Mexico Coal Resources," 
i n  1973 Keystone Coal Industry Manual, McGraw-Hill, Inc. ,  1973, pp. 503-510. 

F. E. Kottlowski,  "Report of t h e  Coal Resources Committee," Governor's Energy 
Task Force Pub l i ca t ion ,  NM Energy Resources Board, June, 1975. 

E. C. Beaumont, "Tne Impact of Coal on Northwestern New Mexico," i n  Shomaker, 
e t . a l . ,  S t r i p p a b l e  Low Sulphur Coal Resources of t h e  San Juan Basin of New 
Mexico and Colorado, NM Bureau o f  Mines and Mineral  Resources, Memoir 25, 1971. 

F. E. K o t t l o p k i ,  "Annual Report fo r  t h e  F i s c a l  Year Ju ly  1, 1973 t o  June 30, 
1974," NM Bureau of Mines and Mineral Resource, 1975. 

Rozsa, R. B . ,  "Overview of Laboratory Experiments i n  Support of t he  Lawrence 
Livermore Laboratory In-Si tu  Coal Gas i f i ca t ion  Program," Lawrence Livermore 
Laboratory,  UCID-16845, J u l y  15,  1975. 

Schrider ,  Leo A. ,  and J. Pas in i  111, Underground Gas i f i ca t ion  of Coal P i l o t  Test 
Hanna, Wyoming, American Gas Associat ion F i f t h  Syn the t i c  P ipe l ine  gas Symposium, 
October, 1973. 

H. E. N u t t a l l ,  W. G. Stoddart ,  and W. J. Chen, "React ivi ty  and Kinet ics  of Sub- 
bituminous New Mexico Coal". 
Universi ty  of N e w  Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Department of Chemical and Nuclear Engr, , 

108 



9. Campbell, J. H . ,  "Pyro lys is  of Sub-bituminous Coal as it Related to  In-Situ 
Gas i f i ca t ion  (Par t  1: Gas Evolution)," Energy and Technology Review, 1 
Apr i l ,  19 76). 

S toddar t ,  Wendell, A Reac t iv i ty  and Kine t i c  Comparison of Large S ing le  San Juan 
and South Afr ican  Sub-bituminous Coal Pa r t i c l e s , "  M.S. Thes is ,  The Univers i ty  
of New Nexico, 1977. 

10. 

TABLE I 

Analys is  of San Juan and Wyoming Core Coals 

NM Core Wyoming Core 

Proximate Analysis 

% Moisture 3.22 
% Ash 4.06 
% Fixed Carbon 56.02 
% V o l a t i l e  Matter 39.92 

U l t i m a t e  Analys is  (Dry and ash-free bas i s )  

% Carbon 79.34 
% Hydrogen 5.34 
% Oxygen 12.60 
% Nitrogen 1.72 
X Sul fu r  0.45 

C a l o r i f i c  Value (Moisture f r e e ) ,  Btu lb-' 

13,801 

TABLE I1 

Permeabi l i ty  of San Juan Core Coal 

Gas Bo, darcys  

a i r  3.45 

3.66 

Ne 11.09 
N2 

7.82 
8.21 

49.57 
42.22 

73.68 
5.69 

18.22 
1.82 
0.60 

11,641 
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Figure 1 
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Figure 2 
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SCHEUATIC DIAGRAM OF COAL PARTICLE GASIFICATION REACTOR AND SUPPORTING EQUIPMENT. 

Figure 3 
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AN INVESTIGATION OF AROMATIC FRACTIONS FROM COAL TAR 
PRODUCED BY AN UNDERGROUND COAL GASIFICATION TEST 

S. B.  King, F. D. Guffey, and G. W.  Gardner 

Energy Research and Development Administration 
Laramie Energy Research Center 
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INTRODUCTION 

A s  most people are w e l l  aware, t h e  ma jo r i ty  of f o s s i l  energy re- 
sources  i n  t h e  United States are i n  t h e  form of coa l .  Current estimates 
p lace  these  r e sources  a t  approximately 4 t r i l l i o n  s h o r t  tons  ( l ) ,  y e t  
on ly  10-25 percent  of t h i s  resource  i s  recoverable  us ing  present  day 
technology. 

The Energy Research and Development Adminis t ra t ion  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
funding s e v e r a l  p r o j e c t s  t o  develop t h e  technology of underground coa l  
g a s i f i c a t i o n .  The o b j e c t i v e  of t hese  p r o j e c t s  i s  t o  inc rease  t h e  t o t a l  
r e c o v e r a b i l i t y  of t h i s  v a s t  resource.  One of t hese  p r o j e c t s  i s  being 
conducted by t h e  Laramie Energy Research Center and i s  r e fe r r ed  t o  as 
t h e  l inked  v e r t i c a l  w e l l  (LVW) process.  This  process  is being developed 
a t  t h e  Hanna, Wyoming, f i e l d  s i te  and has  been under development s i n c e  
1972. 

The most r ecen t  test w a s  completed i n  t h e  summer of 1976. The 
r e s u l t s  showed a t o t a l  of 6700 tons  of c o a l  u t i l i z e d  and production 
rates up t o  1 2  MM scf /day  (2 ) .  The h ighes t  hea t ing  va lue  obta ined  f a r  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  per iod  w a s  approximately 175 Btu /scf .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  
low-Btu gas  an  organic  condensate w a s  produced. This  organic  condensate 
o r  coa l  t a r  comprised 1-14 percent  (by weight) of t h e  gas  stream. Its 
composition has  been s tudied  f o r  va r ious  reasons ,  no t  t h e  least of which 
is i t s  va lue  as a petrochemical feeds tock  o r  as a f u e l .  
s i d e r a t i o n  is i ts  poss ib l e  environmental  imp l i ca t ions  whether due to 
su r face  handling o r  e f f e c t  on groundwater q u a l i t y .  

Another con- 

DESCRIPTION OF THE LINKED VERTICAL WELL PROCESS (LVW) 

The coa l  seam a t  t h e  Hanna si te is a subbituminous coa l ,  30 f e e t  
t h i c k  and approximately 300 f e e t  deep. 

The LVW process  is a two-step opera t ion .  The f i r s t  s t e p  is t o  
prepare  t h e  seam f o r  g a s i f i c a t i o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  v i r g i n  c o a l  has  a perme- 
a b i l i t y  too low t o  accept  t h e  high volumes of air  necessary f o r  g a s i f i -  
ca t ion .  This  p repa ra t ion  i s  c a l l e d  "linking" and involves  t h e  drawing 
of a combustion f r o n t  from t h e  bottom of one w e l l  t o  an  ad jacent  we l l  
us ing  a r eve r se  combustion technique. Af t e r  t h i s  "l inking" is complete, 
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t h e  permeabi l i ty  between these  two w e l l s  is s u f f i c i e n t  t o  proceed wi th  
t h e  second s t e p  o r  the g a s i f i c a t i o n  process.  This  involves  i n j e c t i n g  
l a r g e  volumes of a i r  i n t o  one w e l l  and t h e  g a s i f i c a t i o n  products  being 
produced a t  t h e  o the r  w e l l .  It is  during t h i s  s t e p  t h a t  t h e  c o a l  tars 
a r e  produced and c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  su r face  as  a by-product of t h e  o v e r a l l  
g a s i f i c a t i o n  process.  

EXPERIMENTAL 

GLC a n a l y s i s  of t he  aromatic f r a c t i o n s  w e r e  done on a HP-5712 
chromatograph us ing  a 10' x 0.093" 3% SP-400 on S O / l O O  Supelcoport  
column. 
then  a 2' C / m i n  i n c r e a s e  t o  300' C ,  a usable  sepa ra t ion  was obta ined .  
Combined gas  chromatography-mass spec t roscopic  s t u d i e s  w e r e  performed 
us ing  a HP-5700A gas  chromatograph coupled d i r e c t l y  t o  a n  AEI MS-12 mass 
spectrometer.  The GC sepa ra t ion  w a s  ob ta ined  using support  coated open 
t a b u l a r  columns. 

With a flow rate of 30 ml/min, i so thermal  a t  50° C f o r  2 minutes,  

Simulated d i s t i l l a t i o n s  were performed wi th  use  of gas chroma- 
tography w i t h  r e s i d u e  def ined  as any material t h a t  does not  b o i l  below 
1000° F .  

The tar w a s  s epa ra t ed  i n t o  tar ac ids ,  tar bases  and n e u t r a l s  by 
acid-base ex t r ac t ion .  
and ex t r ac t ion  wi th  d i e t h y l  e the r .  Neut ra l s  were a l s o  separa ted  i n t o  
a l i p h a t i c  and a romat i c  f r a c t i o n s  wi th  the  use  of s i l i c a  ge l .  Hexane was 
used to e l u t e  t h e  a l i p h a t i c s  and methanol t o  remove the  aromatics.  

The f r a c t i o n s  were regenera ted  by pH adjustment 

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES 

T a b l e  I lists some of t h e  phys ica l  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e  sample t o  be 
discussed i n  d e t a i l .  These are p rope r t i e s  of t h e  whole sample, no t  j u s t  
t h e  aromatic f r a c t i o n .  

Table  I - Phys ica l  P r o p e r t i e s  

S p e c i f i c  g r a v i t y  a t  60' F - 0.977 
Viscos i ty  a t  100' F - 13.16 cen t i s tokes  
Heat of combustion - 17,256 Btu / lb  

S imi la r  va lues  have been measured f o r  o t h e r  samples co l l ec t ed  
dur ing  o ther  tests. Thei r  mob i l i t y  (low v i s c o s i t y )  would make them 
e a s i l y  handled i n  a su r face  f a c i l i t y  and t h e i r  hea t ing  v a l u e  would 
q u a l i f y  them a s  a poss ib l e  f u e l .  

CHEMICAL PROPERTIES 

The e lementa l  a n a l y s i s  (Table 11) is t y p i c a l  of t he  tars produced 
from the Hanna t e s t s .  
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Table I1 - Elemental Analys is  

C - 86.33% 
H - 10.43 
N - 0.79 
s - 0.18 
Oa - 2.27 

apercentage determined by d i f f e rence  

The maximum values  f o r  n i t rogen  and s u l f u r  t h a t  have been observed 
a r e  1 percent  and 0.5 percent  r e spec t ive ly .  

Another technique used f o r  a n a l y s i s  i s  simulated d i s t i l l a t i o n s .  An 
i n t e r e s t i n g  poin t  is demonstrated by t h i s  technique, t h i s  being t h a t  
none of the coa l  tar b o i l s  above 950' F. When compared wi th  a coa l  tar 
produced by l abora to ry  carboniza t ion ,  t he  obvious d i f f e r e n c e  is i n  t h e  
bo i l ing  poin t  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  With  t h e  use of an i n t e r n a l  s tandard ,  i t  
was determined t h a t  t he  carbonized l abora to ry  sample was 24 percent  (by 
weight) r e s idue  versus  0 percent  f o r  t h e  UCG sample (Table 111). 

Table I11 - Boiling Range Di s t r ibu t ion  
~~~ ~~ 

Amb- 400- 500- 600- 700- 800- 900- 
Sample 400°F 500 600 700 800 900 1000 Residue 

Carbonized 0 11.3 16.3 13.1 15.2 12.4 7.5 24.2 

- - - - - - - -  

UCG sample 6.2 16.9 25.6 28.2 16.0 5.3 1.8 0 

This  i l l u s t r a t e s  an important po in t  about the UCG coa l  t a r .  It i s  
a f r ac t iona ted  po r t ion  of t h e  t o t a l  coa l  t a r  produced underground i n  t h e  
seam. The passage through t h e  production pa th ,  inc luding  t h e  l inkage  
pa th  and wel l  cas ing ,  a c t s  a s  a preliminary sepa ra t ion  s t e p .  The f a t e  
of t h e  heavier  components is ques t ionable  but  t he re  i s  c e r t a i n l y  some 
cracking  and perhaps eventua l  combustion of t he  remaining components. 

These more v o l a t i l e  components that reach  the  su r face  provide a 
r a t h e r  unique product f o r  cha rac t e r i za t ion  when compared t o  "standard" 
coa l  t a r s  produced i n  su r face  u n i t s .  

The separa t ion  of numerous samples i n t o  t a r  bases ,  t a r  ac ids  ( s t rong  
and weak acids)  and n e u t r a l s  (aromatic and a l i p h a t i c )  gave the  following 
range of values (Table IV). 

Table IV - Compositions w t  % of Tar 

I Tar bases 2.5-8.0% 

Tar a c i d s  . 1-1% - Strong a c i d s  
12-31% - Weak a c i d s  

Neut ra l s  55-77% - 70% Aromatic 
30X Al ipha t i c  
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An interesting point was that after looking at many samples the 
relative amount of aliphatics versus aromatics was essentially constant 
(30:70). Previous investigations (3) of the tar bases indicate the 
composition to be primarily quinolines with some pyridines and anilines. 
The tar acids have been described ( 4 )  as alkylated phenols. The aliphatics 
( 4 )  are mostly saturated with a Cg to C31 normal series and a predominate 
CI9 branched series. 

AROMATICS 

The aromatic fraction did not show any unusual components but did 
The reason for this lack any alkylated benzenes, which were expected. 

is believed to be the volatile nature of the methyl and polymethyl 
substituted alkylbenzenes and the technique that was used to collect the 
coal tar sample from the production stream. The collection procedure 
discriminated against the volatile components. The predominate type of 
alkylation found in the remaining aromatics was methylation. Table V 
lists the various compound types, or in some cases isomers, that were 
determined by GC-MS analysis. 

Table V - Components of the Aromatics 
I Naphthalene 

2 - Methyl Naphthalene 
1 - Methyl Naphthalene 
3 different Dimethyl Naphthalenes 
Acenaphthalene o r  Biphenyl 
A 1, 2, 3, 4 - Tetrahydronaphthalene w/ C4H~ substitutent 
A Dipropyl Thiophene 
4 different Trimethyl Naphthalenes 
A Dimethyl - Ethyl Naphthalene 
A Penta - Methyl Naphthalene 
Anthracene and/or Phenanthrene 
A Methyl Anthracene and/or Phenanthrene 
An Ethyl Anthracene and/or Phenanthrene 

The results presented in Table V show there is no evidence of PNA 
components and the majority of the alkylation is methyl. 

COMPARISON OF AROMATIC FRACTIONS 

As has been reported in a previous paper ( 4 ) ,  the similarity of the 
separate fractions is remarkable. The same is true of the aromatic 
fractions. The three aromatic fractions that will be discussed are from 
three different tests. The first from December 10, 1973, during the 
Hanna I test, the second from June 2 5 ,  1975, during the Hanna 11, Phase 
I test and the third from May 21, 1976, during the Hanna 11, Phase I1 
test. 

Without doing a complete GC-MS analysis of all these samples and 
considering only the GC trace the striking similarity is obvious. The 
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assumption at present is that the aromatic fractions are similar in 
composition both qualitatively and quantitatively. This indicates a 
very constant liquid by-product from UCG. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Analysis of an aromatic fraction from a coal tar produced from 
an underground coal gasification test shows mostly methylated naphthalenes, 
anthracenes and phenanthrenes. 
fractions and the corresponding similarity of acid, base and aliphatic 
fractions suggests that the liquid product is very constant in composition 
with respect to time. This would in turn indicate that the LVW process 
approaches steady state conditions. 
would certainly be compatible and desirable with any facility that might 
utilize such a liquid for either a feedstock or as a fuel. 

The similarity between various aromatic 

The constancy of such a product 

The lack of evidence for any PNA's in the aromatic fraction is 
certainly encouraging from an environmental standpoint and would probably 
be expected when considering the way in which the coal tar is produced. 

As a by-product, the coal tar appears to be a desirable product 
which only enhances the outlook for underground coal gasification becoming 
a commercial process. 

REFERENCES 

1. P. Averitt, "Coal Resources of the United States, January 1, 1974," 
U.S.G.S. Bulletin 1412. 

2. D. D. Fischer, C. F. Brandenburg, S .  B. King, R. M. Boyd, and H. L. 
Hutchinson, "Status of the Linked Vertical Well Process in Under- 
ground Coal Gasification," presented at the Second Annual Symposium 
on Underground Coal Gasification, Morgantown, WV, August 1976. 

3. S .  B. King, C. F. Brandenburg, and W. J. Lanum, "Characterization 
of Nitrogen Compounds in Tar Produced from Underground Coal 
Gasification," presented at the Spring ACS meeting (Fuel Chemistry 
Division) in Philadelphia, PA, April 1975. 

4. S .  B. King, "Composition of Selected Fractions from Coal Tars 
Produced from an Underground Coal Gasification Test," presented 
at the Spring ACS meeting (Fuel Chemistry Division) in New 
Orleans, LA, March 1977. 

NOTE: Any reference to specific brand names does not imply endorsement 
by the Energy Research and Development Administration. 

117 


